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attack kills 18 
Gls, 4 Iraqis 
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Comics, T-shirts, pins, 
other FP] souvenirs 
still bestsellers 
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Меда says 
economy grew 
6.1% in 2004 
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Archbishop Rosales says 
Christmas whispering to us ‘after 
tempest, sorrow are gone’ 
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Mga bagong paputok: Mura, 
di-ligtas—at smuggled! 
Ngayong alas-10 ng gabi, sa ABC 
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German firm accuses gov’t 
of breaking law on Naia 3 


‘THE GERMAN firm Fraport AG, which owns 
30 percent of the consortium that built the Ni- 
noy Aquino International Airport Terminal 3 
(Naia 3), accused the government yesterday 
of breaking the law when it expropriated the 


terminal on Tuesday. 
“Fraport considers the action of the Phi 
pine government a further flagrant breac! 
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voters’ protest, 
GMA take note’ 


By Volt Contreras, Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
Christian V. Esguerra and Tina Santos 


EVEN the bravest of them all һай 
her limits. 

Looking like a calm center in 
the midst of pandemonium, ac- 
tress Susan Roces could only take 
so much and gave way to her 
tears. Leaning over the maroon 
coffin, she gave Fernando Poe Jr. а 
last kiss, ending a high drama 
that had gripped the nation for 10 
days. 


A fellow actor may have summed it all 
up in a phrase, likening the huge wake 
and yesterday's funeral to a box office 
smash "unparalleled in [Philippine 
movie] history" 

By many accounts, the multitude that 
carried the movie king from the Sto. 
Domingo Church to his grave at Manila's 
North Cemetery failed to match the 
mammoth crowds estimated at more 
than one milion which buried assassi- 
nated opposition leader Benigno “Ninoy” 
Aquino in 1983. 

But it was large enough to worry Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's security force, 
which readied blocking forces in case 
hotheads at yesterday's funeral goaded 
the marchers toward Malacañang 
Palace. 

Seeing the multitude of mourners, hu- 
man rights lawyer Rene Saguisag said: 
"This is a powerful political statement. 
This is the real election protest, not the 
one in the Supreme Court. The ourpour- 
ing is just incredible." 

“GMA should learn a thing or two 
from this," he added. 

Surrounded by family and relatives 
who were mostly in white, Roces stood 
ош in her black outfit, squinting in the 
morning sun as Fr. Sonny Ramirez per- 
formed final funeral rites for Poe, who 
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‘THE BRAVE WOMEN in FPJ'slife and deat 


daughter Grace watch his casket disappear inside the tomb. (At right) A 
box-office sensation: An unbroken line of mourners pack Esparia Boulevard 
con the way to Manila's North Cemetery. (More photos on Pages A3 and AT.) 


Poe’s memory, face. ~ 
live on in death mask 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
and PDI Research 


HIS MEMORY—and 
оп. 

Minutes before yesterday's pre-dawn 
necrological Mass for movie icon Fernan- 
do Poe Jr, sculptor Napoleon V Abueva 
took a mold of Poe's face, similar to what 
was done to the martyred Ninoy Aquino 
more than two decades ago. 

With the mold, the face of the leg- 


Face—will live 


Fan loses slippers, walks 6.5 km 


‘THE MOOD at yesterday's funeral march 
for Fernando Poe Jr. was almost festive. 
Ex-Sen. Tessie Aquino-Oreta, San 
Juan Mayor ЈУ 
Ejercito and Makati 
Mayor Jejomar Bi- 
nay served as cheerleaders, egging the 
mourners to sing “Gloria Labandera.” 


REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK 


immortalized in a “death таз) 
less than the National Artist. 

"I just thought about it on the last day 
{of the wake). The family gave me per- у 
mission,” Abueva tld the quien. ] 

‘The mold can be used in the future inJ 
case the Poe family decides to havea por- 3 
trait of the actor's face, said a member of ‘g 
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the organizing committee for Poe's, V 


adding the mold would also be useful in 
POE'S MEMORY/AS 


Somewhere on España Boulevard in 
Manila, someone began singing the ditty 
deriding President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Within seconds the 
amused crowd had 
taken it up and 
continued singing it throughout the 
march, changing а word or two—man- 


pe 


arefoot 


daraya (cheat) or magnanakaw (thief) 
for labandera (washerwoman). 

But the singing was more playful than 
angry, and the ones singing appeared 
hugely entertained. 


There was a continuous rain of 
FANLOSES/AG 


DOJ bares plot to oust Gloria, install Susan, junta 


By Philip C. Tubeza Alcuin Papa 
and Christine О, Avendaño 


APLOT to use the funeral of actor Fernan- 
do Poe Jr. to overthrow the administration 
and replace it with a civilian-military jun- 
ta, with Poe's widow Susan Roces as a fig- 


urehead, was disclosed yesterday mom- 
ing by Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez. 
Gonzalez warned that the 48 hours af- 
ter the burial was “critical” because the 
alleged conspiracy for an "Edsa-type" up- 
rising was still “evolving.” 
He said the government found the plot 


 ACELEBRATION of life at the church grounds with balloons and butterflies tofly KC's spirit into the heavens could 
neither ease the gnawing pain nor hold back the tears of her parents, Speaker De Venecia and his wife Gina. President 
Arroyo and former President Cory Aquino are to their right. At far left is Gina's mother Azucena Vera-Perez. 


X ж 


credible after intelligence operatives in- 
tercepted four conversations berween an 
Army colonel and an opposition lawyer 
that laid out the alleged plan to oust 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"It is credible because it involves elec- 
tronic intercepts and were very specific 


as to the plans. I myself have heard (the 
intercepts) ... (but) GMA is confident 
that she can stave off this crisis," Gonza- 

lez said. 
The threat, if there was any, ap- 
peared to have passed by late after- 
DOyAT 


KC soars on wings 
of joy, laughter, tears 


By Carlito Pablo, Juliet Labog-Javellana, 
Margaux C. Ortiz and Cynthia D. Balana 


FOR FIVE days, Gina 


Vera Perez de Venecia like Susan Roces 


was a pillar of strength for the family grieving over the loss of 


its youngest daughter’ 


Ma. Kristina Casimira or KC. 


Yesterday at the Requiem Mass, Gina was overcome by sor- 
row and sobbed for several minutes, tightly embracing Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo who led the who's who in Philippine 
politics and the diplomatic corps in condoling with the family. 

The two mothers were later joined іп a communal embrace 


by KC'selder brothers 
de Venecia Jr. 


Philip and Christopher, and Speaker Jose 


As Gina cried her heart out, Lea Salonga's soulful voice filled the 
church with some of the songs KC loved during her brief lifetime, 


KC, youngest child 
that gutted the family 


of the De Venecias, died in a Dec. 16 fire 
home in Dasmarifias Village. 


Gina again shed tears after the Mass held at the Santuario de 
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2 funerals, 


one message: 
Dawn of new life 


By Michael Lim Ubac, Luige A. del 
Puerto and Leila B. Salaverria 


TWO FUNERALS, one message. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. yesterday said that with the 
funeral of Fernando Poe Jr, he could not 
help but remember that of opposition 
leader Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr. in 
1983. 

Pimentel was awed by the sea of sup- 
porters, fans and friends that joined the 
funeral march for the man popularly 
known as “FPJ," but said the numbers 


were beyond compare. 
2 FUNERALS! AD. 
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A horse called 
‘Tisoy’ steals 
viewers’ hearts : 


By Luige A. del Puerto 

and Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 

AND THE award for most disci- 

plined mourner in the FPJ funeral 

march goes to ... "Tisoy" the horse 
AHORSE/ Ab 
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Rosales: God's love Christmas focus 


By Blanche S. Rivera. perience today,” Rosalessaid. ^ where," the prelate said. radically transforming the rel 
“Indeed we find ourselves Herecalled how the birth ofJe- tionship that men  maintai 
AS TIMES prove harder to mean a “Merry Christmas" searching for pockets ofjay nour sus, called the Emmanuel or Сой among themselves," Rosales said. 
greeting, the Catholic Church yesterday urged people to lives or shift in our measure and with ш, fulfilled the peoples “There is hope when humans 
денге their joy and peace from the love ofJesus Christ, in-t@othoppinesin order tog longing for salvation inthe eariy sed peace in de ways of Jesus 
= des aning tour greetingof Mery days and taught them todo good This is what Christmas is whis- 
stead of the traditional material gifts. Christmas," he said. to one another as Filipinos аге  pering to us even in the darkness 
In his message to the faithful, “Christmas is always our re- Rosales, who is spending his called now. and after the tempest and sorrow 
Manila Archbishop Gaudencio calling of God's love... But its second Christmas as archbishop “These people who have been are gone," he said. 
Rosales admitted that the recent celebration is influenced year- of the country’s most influential touched by God's love in Jesus The archbishop is leading a de- 
natural calamities, economic ly by the prevailing spiritual, archdiocese this year, said people аге capable of bringing peace velopment program called the 
hardships and political conces economic, social and political should focus оп God's love, ех. where there is conflict, of build. “Pondo ng Pinoy" where the 
in the country had made it hard- conditions іп the country. Nat- pressed through the birth of ing and nurturing fraternal rela- parishes gather 25-centavo dona- 
er for the Filipinos to enjoy ће ural calamities, escalating Christ, to appreciate this year's tionships where there is hatred, tions to raise P10 million which 
festivities that usually mark poverty, personal and regional celebration. of seeking justice where there will be used to finance livelihood 
Christmas season in the Philip. tragedies influence the mood ^ "Oursearchforpeacewillbein prevails the exploitation of man projects of organizations working 
pines, of celebration like what we ex- vain if we pin our hopes else- by man. Only love is capable of forthe poor. 


Rebs to feast 
on holiday 
delicacies 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Alas, old friend, you have served me well, 
апі parting is such sweet sorrow... 


LUCENA CITY—With the New People's Army's 
10-day unilateral ceasefire starting midnight 
today, communist rebels begin preparation for 
the traditional noche buena to celebrate Christ- 
mas with families and friends. 

According to Gregorio "Ka Roger" Rosal, 
spokesperson of the Communist Party of the. 
Philippines, NPA rebels put away their guns to 
cook their favorite native holiday delicaci 
like “suman” and "kalamay." 

"Some of the Red fighters cook suman and 
kalamay. Some of them take turns in the labo- 
rious mixing of kalamay, while others help in 
the wrapping of suman,” Rosal told the IN- 


But now it's time te have a Carrier that's quieter, more Cfi dart aie Ve don 


2,2005, according to Rosal, gives the communist 


LPS Ben, ri H a rebels time to enjoy the holidays with their loved 
eleciricity-efficient, with better features like the 3-in-1 rs inside the gei eu he ny 
cal Filipino community. President Macapagal-Ar- 
a x = = royo declared a three-week ceasefire last week. 
BicActive Filter and a 24/7 service center. tM D 
T: zi E Dec. 26, when the CPP celebrates its founding 
ed anniversary. “There's a lot of singing. They (visi- 
tors) stay inside the zone in the comfort and se- 
‘curity being provided by ће NPA,” he said. 

Children inside the guerrilla zones also visit 
their relatives to ask for Christmas gifts, according 
то Rosal. “The kids also ask gifts from NPA mem- 
bers. If a kid greets a Red fighter with a ‘Merry 
Christmas, the comrade is obliged to dig into his 
pocket for some coins to give to the kid,” he said. 

But according to Rosal, despite the abun- 
dance of Christmas food and other holiday fa- 
vorites, he could not help missing his moth- 
er’s “suman sa lehiya." 

“For me, it's the best suman in the whole Ibaan, 
especially if it's accompanied by hot chocolate ог 
coffee. i really can't forget the delicious taste of my 
mother's suman. I now miss it," he said. 

‘The Rosals hail from Ibaan town in Batan- 
gas. His mother Crispina, 91, is suffering from. 
acute arthritis. 

During the truce, some NPA members also 
study to strengthen their political and ideologi- 
cal foundation, Rosal said. Although the rebels 
participate in the celebration of Christmas in 
deference to Filipino tradition, “we could not 
afford to be totally complacent against the 
treacherous attacks of the enemy,” he added. 

Rosal said communist guerrillas were pre- 
pared to defend themselves if attacked by the 
police and the military. 


= 1 He said he was sorry for government troop- 
{ | ers because they could not be with their fami- 

lies to enjoy the Christmas holidays in view of 

the "continuous military operations even dur- 


ing the duration of the government-imposed 
ceasefire,” he said. 


o interest for 6 months | Few као» рон 


seal, poll shows 
THIS OFFER AVAILABLE FOR THE FOLLOWING MODELS: = 


FCAOSSBPIPPIRP. FCAOTSBPIPPIRP, ECADOSEPIPPIRP, MCATISBPIPPIRP, И | EEN as the la requiring the mancato for 

AS = 1 cation of certain food types took effect last month, 

MEPRONEAECEE WCARTOSENECIEE, WCAROVOENECIES NCANIDNENEDRE eon fara ren 

» E visere ae e the Sangkap Pinoy Seal (SPS) that indicate added 

he seio осе e c rd mir MEE 5 mineral content in the products’ ingredients. 

Lett har merece ky fed d A survey by the Food and Nutrition Re- 

search Institute (FNRI) shows that only 16 

percent of families are aware of fortified 
foods and what the SPS stands for. 

"This, however, has obviously not affected their 

Come home to a consumption of products with SPS because the 

same survey shows that almost all, or 99.2 per- 

cent of families, buy at least one product wth the 

seal of approval from the Department of Health 

and the Bureau of Food and Drugs. 

The top 10 most commonly consumed forti- 

$ fied foods are Tang and Eight o'Clock fruit juices, 

A 1 Ovaltine chocolate drink, Magic Flakes and other 

qu s 4 cereal products, Lucky Ме and Payless instant 

Gaal |. É noodles, snacks like Oishi, and Minola cooking 

olland Papa catsup among the condiments. 

"The use of these food products by more 

households, especially оп а daily basis, gives a 

ONCE линин good boost to the partnership of government 

ссн конти а and the food industry to fight micronutrient 

malnutrition,” the FNRI said in a statement. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2004 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
A FUNERAL FIT FORDA KING А 
Ens 


‘TENS of thousands disturb the graveyards and tombstones at Manila's North Cemetery as they wait for their “king” to arrive at his final destination. 


THEPDI thanks GMA7 for 
accommodating our photographer in 
its helicopter to take aerial shots of 
thefuneral procession. =RKAMZAS 


THE WIDOW finally lets go ofall that isin her heartin the wee hours of Wednesday morning 
after the funeral Mass at the Sto. Domingo Church. эттин 


STARRING role: 
Erap,whogotthis f 
monicker from FP], 
was roundly 
applauded when he 
arrives in church for 
the necrological 
services on Tuesday 
night and condoles 
with Susan Roces. 


WITH her relatives settling down for the long vigil at the Sto, Domingo 
Church grounds, a child lights a candlein memoriam. ^ Tcomsoxsmo 


ROOM at the top: Along the funeral route, entire households climb VOLUNTEERS are on hand at the cemetery for such tasks as ferrying an FPJ fan, who had 
tothe roof for a better view of ‘Da King's" last journey. хл fainted, for first ald treatment in one of the Improvised medical tents, BOY CABRIO 
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саайт Taronooy still alive, says labor chief 
rescued from g y ’ ү 
kidnappers By Jerome Aning twice by telephone with his wife house” to prevent them from be- Qatar in July after the Philippine 
А Ivy Grace. ing interviewed by reporters and, government banned the deploy- 
in Lanao Norte A FILIPINO accountant being _ Tarongoys abductors have according to officials, for their ment of workers to Iraq following 
held captive by insurgents in Iraq lowered their ransom demand privacy. the abduction of Filipino truck 
BUS tars is stil alive and may be released from $12 million to an unspeci- 50. Tomas said the lack of driver Angelo dela Cruz., ` 
вт before the end of the year, Philip- fied amount, according to Sto. newsonTarongoy’sconditiondid е la Cruz, who halls from 
онан pine government officials said Tomas. - not mean that the government Pampanga, was released after 
Aa bus акша шорун de yesterday. ў She said Terongoys employer, was neglecting him. President Macapagal-Arroyo 
Oro City two weeks ago, military А ‘Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Saudi Arabia Trading and Con- Tarongoy was kidnapped to- agreed to pull out Philippine 
putari ‘Tomas faised hopes for the те. struction Co. (Satco), wasexpect- gether with an American, а troops ona humanitarian mission 
mo Pe E QM, lease ofaccountant Robert Taron- ed to pay the ransom. Nepalese, and three Iraqis on inTraqahead of schedule. 
тй wasleftucharmet by bis goy, saying she was in constant Тһе Philippine government Nov 1 when Iraqi insurgents е la Cruz was abducted by 
ркаш Pacey oben Such with Rafael Seguis, foreign has an official policy of not pay- stormed the Satco offices in the Iragi insurgents as he drove an ol 
Ms Real Les de Nae a è affairs undersecretary, who isin ing ransom. Iraqi capital of Baghdad, - tanker across the Iraqi desert 
ынс карат, Traqandworking on thehostage’s Marianito Roque Jr, Overseas The Nepalese and Кай from Saudi Arabia taking a route 
Уо sen 4 release. Workers Welfare Administration hostages had been released, but described as very dangerous 
Te aaa ed Nor tT ee Seguis promised not to come chief, said Tarongoy's family was Tarongoy and American Roy Hal- Тһе former hostage has since 
гэн дын икинчи Wek Hie home without Tarongoy, said Sto. brought home to Davao for the lumwerekeptceptivebytheirab- found employment in the office 
[ез не илек мышы a "Tomas. holiday season. ductors. of Sen. Lito Lapid, who hired De 
is the best gift that the Lord has ShessidSeguis'eforsmadeit Members of the family were Толду was found to have la Cruz as-one of his personal 
Fiven me” hetolithelQumm. — TARONGOY possible for Tarongoy to speak kept in a government “safe entered Iraq illegally through drivers. 
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abducte hree men at the bus і 

trial опре: 9 on Be way 1 DOH tells households: ee 

Puerto, he said, was brought to ; asks Lacson 

йокыга» Keep holidays health з 

Dro p у у Angara to stay 
with minority 


а. With vegetable dishes 


10 sdid he received a male visitor, 
who: passed himself off as а go- 
between for a trader in Linamon. By Blanche S. Rivera lems are hypertensive. ЕА Y 
He said he traveled with the man The health agency said it By Christine О. Avendaño 
to Cagayan de Oro, where they THINK—and live—beyond Christ- would be wise to plan nor only i 
wef&toboardabusforliamon. mas. the menu but the activities this i WITH actor Fernando Poe Jr 
At the terminal, he said, three Concerned about the occur- Christmas. As offices close for 2 dead and buried, the political ор- 
тей appeared and told him they rence of hypertension and the holidays, organize activities J position is moving to unite its 
were taking him іп, heart attacks after the holi- so that they do not become a { ranks, at least in the Senate. 
Dplorfino said the kidnappers days, the Department of source of tension and stress, the 4 Senate Minority Leader Aquili 
contacted Puerto’s familyandde- Health has advised Filipino РОН said. tio Pimentel Jr, yesterday called 
momded PS million in ransom. households to prepare a Otherreminders: d оп Senators Edgardo Angara and 
Висте family said it could not healihymenuforthetradition- • Use environment-friendly Panfilo Lacson, both members of 
raige the amount and begged the al noche buena and media Christmas decors and make É the minority and bitter rivals since 
kidriappers to release the victim. noche. sure that your house does not the last election, to work together, 
‘On Monday, Dolorfino said the ^ Instead of just the usual become a fire hazard due to 1 am asking Edong (Angara) 
kidhappers lowered the ransom feast of ham and queso de bola, Christmas lights and decora- and Ping (Lacson)—they may not 
to P4 million and set the payoff try including some vegetable tions love one another—to please stay 
for Wednesday. dishes in the main course and © When shopping for gifts, do put with the minority and vote for 
When the family informed au- fruits and fruit juices for not buy items with sharp and the interests and rights of the 
thorities about the deal, a rescue dessert, the DOH said in а pointed edges. Be careful about people,” Pimentel said ina phone 
operation was planned with the health advisory. giving toys with small parts that interview. 
help of local lawmen in Pantao “Ве kind to your heart. Eat a can cause choking among chil- : The minority bloc in the Senate. 
Ragat, led by Mayor HadjiLacson moderate amount of nutritious dren. has nine members; the majority 
Lantud, the official said. foods to sustain your daily ac- ө Jf at all possible, avoid has14. ^ 
No shots were fired during the tivities,” it said in an advisory crowded areas that are hosts to _He said he made the appeal in 
operation, Dolorfino said. Two of titled “Kalusugan за Ka- bacteria and usually facilitate the. view of the death of Poe, a popu- 
the kidnappers, who were guard- paskuhan.” spread of viruses and diseases. lar movie actor and presidential 
ing Puerto, fled after sensing the After the heavy meals, drink Both adults and children are candidate in the May election, 
advancing troops, he added. plenty of liquids, particularly susceptible to cough, cold and after a stroke. Poe was buried 
Puerto was brought to the fruit juices, to facilitate excretion fever during the Christmas sea- yesterday at the Manila North 
Philippine Marines һеабдиаггей#У trid miake ‘sure:the family does son due to the colderrair, the Cemetery. Й 
in ligan City where he was met not suffer from indigestion, it health agency warned. 3 Pimentel was responding to 
by Dolorfino and Lanao del Norte said. “Take care of yourself and your the query on what would happen 
Rep. Abdullah Dimaporo. Studies show that 12.6 mil- family against change in temper- $ to the opposition with the death 
Recalling his ordeal, Puerto lion Filipinos are hypertensive, ature. If your cough, cold and * E of Poe, who ran under the opposi- 
said he was always tense and half of them unaware of their fever last more than five days, tion Koalisyon ng Nagkakaisang 
rarely ate food. ailment until they sufferaheart consult your nearest health sta- Pilipino but lost eventually to 
“Т did not eat much because 1 attack or stroke, а common tion,” the DOH said. BAGUIO’S LITTLE ANGEL Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. 
was always anxious {about what complication of high blood And when finally the parys | A girl wearing an angel costume joins other “winged” children Pimentel been e e 
his kidnappers were thinking] pressure. over, sleep. The body and mind | ing the traditional lighting of the Christmas treeatthe Baguio | Posion o protect the rights of 
hesaid. Joselle dR. Badilla, PDI Around 70 percent of all Fil- require much rest after all the fes- | Country Club in Baguio City. 10075 sO8tRANOIPOINORTHERN LUZON BUREAU advocacy to protect the rights of 
Mindanao Bureau ipinos with cardiovascular prob- tivities, the DOH said. ме кешк 
‘would al a 
ош duties as best as we can," he 


Militant leaders of DOLE ‘takeover’ face charges «ree 


blamed on the split in the opposi 
tion after Lacson ran for president 
MILITANT groups thar barged in- group Partido ng Manggagawa, The rally forced the DOLE to plained, were completing the afer to assume jurisdiction over аз an independent candidae and 
то бе Deparment of aber and and their affiliate labor unions dismiss employees early and fidavitsofthesecurty guardsand labor disputes following the Angara's group supported Рос. 
Employment building amd occu that occupied the DOLE building postpone hearings. Sto. Tomas, employees who witnessed the death of several sugar workers | Lacson had been a, member of 
pied it for three hours last month in Intramuros, Manila. who was to attend a congression- takeover at the Hacienda Luisita in Tar- the opposition Laban ng 
Will be charged with disrupting “When they hold their rally, al hearing, hadtoleaveher office Sto. Tomasstressed that theis- lac Demokratikong Pilipino which 
publie service, Labor Secretary they should do it as civilized per- through a side entranc sues raised by the groups were Sto. Tomas said the protesters Angara heads. 
ишда Ste. mas said yete. sons and not break our doors, ‘The“occupation” ended peace- not even pending with the should have gone to Congress {twas not the first time that Pi- 
day, manhandle our security guards fully after top labor officials тег DOLE. and pushed for an amendment mentel sought a reconciliation 
“We will file charges against a and disrupt public service,” the with the protest leaders. “The bulk ofthe protesters were of the Labor Code, which pro- between Angara and Lacson. 
number of people who entered secretary said. Sto. Tomas said the DOLE’s le- former employees of the gar- videsforthesecretary's powerto Several months ago, the minority 
SUE premises forcibly to Bold Айег overpowering the securi- gal department already had the ments firm Novelty Ine. who were issue assumption of jurisdiction lender asked, them о sop their 
their rally. I have instructed our ty personnel, about 300 listofleaders ofthe militants and demanding payment of their orders tirades against one another. The an- 
lawyers to file the casey" she told protesters occupied the lobbies of that the case may be filed either wages. Sto. Tomas said the case “I think the things they did, imosy intensified after a minority 
reporters, оГ the building's seven floors next week or the fis week of маз already pending before. lig- they were milking certain issues meering that saw Angara seeking 
Sto. Tomas was referring to and unfurled banners from the January. She did not specify the _uidation court. to put the DOLE down. They Lacson's ouster from the bloc, 
эко. Tomas Wa etri tar endows, A thousand others nature of charges being prepared Тһе militants also demand- should not be doing this to any . Angara has questioned Larson's 
lakas and the Bukluran ng Mang- blocked Muralla Street in front of by the department. ed the scrapping of the labor government office or official,” loyalty to the minority in the after- 
gagawang Pilipino, the party-list the building. The DOLE lawyers, she ex- secretary's discretionary pow- shesaid JeromeAning math of the presidential elections. 


NO-ACCREDITATION POLICY 
RP to continue deployment of entertainers to Japan 


By Jerome Aning stead of certification from the its predecessors, the Artist abolition of accreditation could operation in the verification Ang of the Commission on Fil- 
Philippine government, Record Book and the “yellow restrict the entry of Filipino tal- policy of the entertainers’ ipinos Overseas to һер 
THE GOVERNMENT will con- Japanese officials require Fil- card,” came into being then entstoJapan. qualifications by the sending Japanese entertainment pro- 
Tee deploying entertainers ipino OPAs going to their as а result of coordination She noted that many OPAs country she said, ОРА: would moters, and, сырдоо SEN 
apan as esn comply with country to have completed at with Japanese authorities being sent to Japan were only be exposed го more vicious at tors lobby and exer, pases 
the Mew restrictions imposed Yeast two years’ formal course which wanted toimposequal- high school graduates. Many tacks from traffickers who on the Japanese govemmeni e 
by Japanese immigration au- in music, dancing or singing, fications of arriving musi- talents could not afford formal could easily produce spurious defer implementation of the 
thorities, Labor Secretary Pa. ог at least two years experi- cians, singers, dancers and schooling or training as they credentials. new policy. 
tricia Sto. Tomas said yester- ence in the entertainment in- artists. wanted to leave for Tokyo as Danilo Cruz, labor under. Cruz and Jose Brillantes, for- 
day . dustry. Only the Philippines wai ѕооп аз ћеу gettheir certifica- secretary for employment pro- eign undersecretary for mi 
CHE. Tomas said the future ^ Sto. Tomas said the no-ac- granted such a privilege, Sto. tion papers and and earn a liv. motions clarified thatthe abo- grant workers affairs, would al- 
‘was not so bleak for thou- creditation policy was not re- Tomassaid. ing to support thelr families’ lition of accreditation and oth- so be sent to Japan to closely" 
sands of overseas performing ally new. She recounted that “Now there has been a com- needs. er new Japanese immigration work with Philippine Ambas- 
залав ОРА A spite Gt whenshewas with che Philip- plete cimaround of that policy Sto. Tomas said the Philip- policies were not yet in effect, sudor Domingo Siazon in cot 
Tokyo's new policy, She re. pine Overseas Employment as Japan wants us to be at par pines was glad to help Japan Specific details and regula. vincing Tokyo to Cibus that 
called’ that the Philippines Administration. in the 80s, withothercountriesthatareaiso in its drive against "enter. tions have yet to be Issued, he the ev rule would not ad- 
Was able to steadily deploy the government did not have deploying ОРА. While we can- tainers" who ended uj said. versely affect the Pilipino en- 
50,000 OPAs every yearinthe a certification system and not disagree with their new рой. hostesses or prostitutes. Tokyo was still receiving com-  tertainers. 
Recvonwethout goverment that entertainers with experi- cy we are looking for a way of we want to be assured chat ments and reactions from var Manila is seeking either a 
accreditation. cee ог schooling were the reconciling our concems," she there would be по diminu- oussectorson the viability ofthe five-year transition period ог 
Japan wants the accredita- only ones allowed to go to said. tion in the number of legiti- new rules before the year ends, a discussion on ways to fur- 
tion system abolished in line Japan. The DOLE chief added that mate entertainers going to Cruzsaid. ther enhance the Philippine 
with its current campaign Тһе secretary said the she was aware of the entertain- Japan." President Macapagal-Arroyo accreditation system for the 
Ggainst human trafficking, in Artist Accreditation Card and ment industry fears that the ' Withourthe support and co- hes dispatched Secretary Dante OPAS. 
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KC soars on wings of joy, 


Frompage Al [E 
San Antonio in Forbes Park, when relatives, 
friends and supporters released hundreds of 
balloons and butterflies for KC's “liftoff.” 
'Go fly, КС! Go fly!" chanted family and 
ds. 

According to KC's older sister Carissa, the 
balloons symbolized prayers for the late teen- 
er while the butterflies stood for KC's beauti- 
ful transformation from mortal to spirit. 

Former President Corazon Aquino and daugh- 
ter Kris, Vice President Noli de Castro, Senate 
President Franklin Drilon and his wife Mila, for- 
mer Vice President Teofisto Guingona Jr, legisla- 
tors, Cabinet members and US Ambassador 
Francis Ricciardone were among the hundreds 
that filled the church for the 9:30 a.m. Mass. 

‘The mourners came in white and pastel col- 
ors, in accordance with the family’s request to 
celebrate KC's fruitful bur brief life. Gina wore a 
KC pin on her lapel while the President and 
Aquino wore pink ribbons also worn by those 
who attended the Mass. The air-conditioned 
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HAND clasping 
hand, President 
Arroyo herself 
in tears tries to 
console the 
inconsolable 
Speaker, wife 
Gina and son 
Christopher. 
налом 


KC leaves two legacies: 
Modernization of firefighting 
gear and an arts and sciences 
foundation for the poor 
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"Wishing You a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 
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A GATHERING (below) of the grieving family hanging on to each 
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church was decorated with white roses and or- 
chidsand yes, Christmas lights. 

The Mass was concelebrated by Bishop An- 
tonio Tobias of the Diocese of Novaliches, 
Monsignors Augusto Laban and Jaime Bo- 
quieren, and Fr. Antonio Rosales. 

In his homily, Rosales, the parish priest of 
Santuario, said KC's parents should not be 
afraid to grieve and weep "for tears cleanse. 
us, our hearts and soul." 

"We do not decide when we go, the circum- 
stances of our death are immaterial. It is how 
‘we spent our years (that matter),” Rosales said. 
“They (parents) should be grateful to God for 
the 16 years that KC lived with them.” 

Не added that the Mass was meant to be “an 
expression not only of our faith but of our joy 
even if that joy comes ín the midst of tears.” 


So much grief 

In the eulogy for his lost daughter, the Speak- 
er said: "In a few days, 1 will be 68 and in all my 
years, all my ups and downs, 1 have not experi- 
‘enced so much grief, grievous grief.” 

He recounted how he lost the “biggest po- 
litical battle of my life"—when he ran for 
president in 1998—and how his business in 
the Middle East almost went bankrupt. 

“But all these incredible pains, tragedies that 
1 went through are nothing compared to the 
grief of losing a daughter who is so young and 
so innocent and the light of our life,” he said. 


Suffocated and burned 

For the first time, De Venecia admitted that 
his daughter not only suffocated but suffered 
burns when she was trapped in her brother 
Christopher's bedroom. 

"| was out ... trying to complete the very 
crucial revenue measures our country badly 
needed not knowing that at the same time my 
house was burning,” the Speaker said, 

“IfI could have gone home just an hour ear- 
lier, I could have saved my daughter KC," he 
lamented, “But that was not meant to be." 

He said when he reached his house, he 
joined the brave firemen who tried four times 
to rescue his daughter. 

"But my daughter was beyond rescue be- 
cause we could not go in,” he said, lamenting 
that KC could have been saved if the firemen 
had asbestos suits. 


KC's legacy 

KC leaves behind rwo legacies. 

One is the modernization of the country’s 
firefighting force, and second, the establish- 
ment of the KC de Venecia Foundation for the 
Arts and Sciences. 

De Venecia said in his eulogy that the President 
had agreed on the allocation of P25-30 milion in 
the 2005 national budget for the purchase of as- 
bestos suits and oxygen masks for firefighters. 

“The President said to me now ‘we should 
doit,” hesaid, 

He noted that had the Makati firefighting 
force been equipped with these tools, they 
could have rescued KC from the fire. 

He added that the purchase of such equip- 


other for solace and support. 


ment would help ensure that “helpless octo- 
genarians or babies or children or people who 
are sick can be rescued." 

De Venecia said that before consulting Ms Ar- 
тоуо on this specific budget allocation, he had 
broached the idea to Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. LR 
Camarines Sut), chair ofthe House appropriations. 
‘committee, and Senate President Franklin Drilon. 

‘The House and Senate appropriations com- 
mittees are set to go into bicameral confer- 
елсе discussions on the 2005 budget by late 
January. 

“Perhaps KC's legacy is how we can mod- 
ernize the firefighting forces of the nation," 
De Venecia said. 

He said that his family had agreed to set up 
the KC de Venecia Foundation for the Arts and 
Sciences to help talented but poor people. 

De Venecia recalled that when KC was only 
8 years old, she held an exhibition for her 
paintings and earned about P500,000. 

With this money, she and brother Christo- 
pher were able to help five or six seminarians 
complete their training for the priesthood. 


Full of life 

Family and friends took turns speaking 
about KC. 

Actress Kris Aquino said she wished she 
had been a "good ninang" to KC, recalling that 
she had neglected to send her Christmas gifts 
except on the night of the fire, 

"KC was the child who made Manong Joe 
smile,” Kris said. "But now, | promise you one 
thing: I will make your Mom and Dad learn to 
smile again even if the person who made 
them smile the most is no longer around," 

"She had a big heart and a big appetite for 
меро. She was extremely brave and she 
‘wanted to experience what life had to offer," 
said Harvee, KC's classmate, 

Christopher spoke of his anguish at how 
the iron grills meant to protect him and KC 
proved to be fatal to his sister, Вис he also pro- 
vided а light moment by talking about KC's 
funniest moments, 


Unexpected family reunion 

Yesterday's send-off rites were ап unex- 
pected reunion of the children‘of the Speaker 
and wife Gina from previous marriages. 

It brought Philip and Carissa from Gina's 
first marriage, and Leslie, Vivian and Joey 
from De Venecia's previous marriage, togeth- 
er with Christopher, KC's older brother. 

Only Alexandra Haner, De Venecia's eldest 
daughter, failed to make it home from the 
United States. " 

Leslie Norton, De Venecia's daughter, said 
it was her saddest Christmas, describing KC as 
"funny feisty and irreverent.” 

“She adored chaos," she said. 

“She was witty, unapologetic, strong- 
willed,” Philip said of his “favorite baby sis- 
ter" "Im happy that now God is KC's big 
brother, KC, you're really my favorite baby sis- 
terand I will miss you forever" 
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Fan loses slippers, 
walks 6.5 km barefoot 


From page Al shals and other spectators on 
the ground. 
white confetti and rose Clad in a tattered shirt, 
| petals from a chopper, and of soiled shorts, and an "I Love 
blue confetti from the win- FPJ” band on his right wrist, 
dows of high buildings, the longtime Poe fan told the 
From a building on Es- marshals to go away. “Kahit 
paña, white and blue bal- na bumagsak (Even if! fall)!” 
loons were released. Men heshouted. 
perched on rooftops on Di- x 
masalang Street waited ^ Seeing the fans—whether 
with bags of flower petals, kids, teens, adults and even se- 
which they scattered over nior citizens older than 
Poe's coffin as it passed, Poe—bypassing blocked-off ar- 
There were placards ga- eas, climbing trees and stand- 
lore—lambasting Ms Arroyo ing atop tombs and mau- 
or declaring undying love for soleums, the funeral organiz- 
“FPJ.” ers appealed for calm and 
The bigger banners said: urged them to show respect for 
“Tuloy ang laban ni FPJ “the Presidents funeral.” 
(FPJ's fight continues)." “FPJ would not want anyone 
Aside from the FPJ heli- to get hurt,” former child actor 
Jj 3 copter, another was fying Niño Muhlach, a staunch Poe 
8 s x VER low, its occupants taking supporter said over the micro- 
‘TRANSPORTATION officials take over Naia 3 terminal led by Transportation Secretary Leandro Mendoza ı lay. ч щы thc marche phone оп a makeshift stage 
Mayor Ejercito said that it near Poe's tomb, minutes be- 
9 was а government chopper, fore the body arrived. 
erman irm accus es OV and thathe sawasimilarone Вис Derolao, a pedicab driv- 
used during the May elec- er, sat on one cornar of the roof 
tions. and continued his long wait 
ө © On Dimasalang, it flew so with no food or water.. 
low that the marchers could ^ In the end, both he and the 
@ теа in aw on ala feel the gust from its rotor mausoleum roof survived. 
blades. The noise it produced БЫН 
was also incredibly loud. (Ed- ^ Derolao, who volunteered 
itor’s Note: In fact, it was the as a watcher for Poe’s votes 
GMA? chopper.) in the May presidential elec- . 
Mis tion, said he had spent a 
Poe's body arrived at Mani- good hour walking from his 
la's North Cemetery at around house on Raxabago Street in 
8:30 am. By 10 a.m. the Tondo to get the best view of 
s crowd that had massed outside his idol’s interment. 
The Manila International Air- the cemetery was already thin- “Гуе watched all his movies. 
port Authority (MIAA) took over. е КР? hy ning out. Leven watched him shooting 
Naia 3 hours after getting the go К 7 $ ue ^ id аа Asked if he would have ‘Batang Ошаро' and ‘Kalibre 
ahead from the Pasay City Re- 7 R 5 joined a march to Malacafiang 45,” Derolao said proudly, 
gional Trial Court, ^ if it ever came to that, Jun now and then raising his fist in 
їп issuing a writ of possession, dee a i [+ Salazar of Batangas City shook cadence with the crowd's 
Judge Henrick Gingoyon of 5 : з у his head. chanting of his idol's initials. 
Branch 117 took “judicial notice” 4 5 Я x У “I's enough that Tve seen ter 
of the fact that the Supreme Court him off,” Salazar said of Poe. As vigorous in joining the 
had nullified last year the con- “Не was my idol, you know. Не FPJ chants was Crisencía 
tracts signed by the Estrada ad- made me happy and | came Genes, 69, among the first at 
nistration and the consortium R hereto рау my respects. Thatis the funeral to succumb to the 
pine International Air Ter- Fe MN fx j enough." heatand exhaustion. 
minals Co. (Piateo). The high к , d AA ee O ир бөлү Weare 
court said the contracts were dis- FelyBuenafelostherslip- for FPJ, FPJ, FPJ!" Genes 
advantageous to the government. А pers when the crowd ош- chanted in broken sentences as 
В C 2 М side the Sto. Domingo she struggled to catch her 
Legal battle Р j ^ Church became unruly as breath and composure after 
E m entertains no gm Poe's casket was being coming close to passing out. 
that (Naia 3) is a structure for a " " н lowed | broughtoutatdawn. She had arrived at the Sto 
well-defined public purpose. Air GOVERNMENT troops march towa d he ма But the SOyearold fan Domingo Church fom the fami- 
transport is important to Philip. the gevernment to take over control ofthe duree ed DS 3 thought nothing of it, Bare- ly home inside Fort Bonifacio in 
pine economy, particularly the the.project for a brief period be- ernment assurance that it would government takeover of Naia 3. foot and wearing an abaca Taguig at 12 a.m. yesterday, and 
Thovement of goods and services” fore bidding out the project. Or- pay fair and just compensation іп a letter addressed to Presi- | Һас with a blue ribbon and walked all the way to the North 
Gingoyon said in his order. tiz-Luis is the president of the forthe facility. dent Macapagal-Arroyo, the pri- | the letters “FPJ” written on Cemetery to escort her beloved 
The modern terminal hasbeen Philippine Exporters Confedera- H vate sector associations hailed the | ip Buenafe marched the 6.5 Poeto his final resting place. 
left unused since major building tion Inc. About time governments “strong political | km from church to cemetery. “I haven't eaten. But even if 
work was virtually completed in Ermita said the government Donald Dee, executive vice will” inthe takeover of the facility. Buenafe and her compan- won't be able to eat in a day I 
2002. planned to put Naia 3 in opera- president ofthe Philippine Cham- The letter was signed by the ion even ran hand in hand wil! be here to see FPJ buried," 
Fraport, which operates the tion within six months at an esti- ber of Commerce and Industry heads ОГ the federation of | and jostled with other said the sobbing Genes, a fish 
Frankfurt airport, repeated its de- mated cost of $15 million (PB4O Inc, said it was about time the Tourism Industries of the Philip- | mourners for a chance to get vendor, wife of a retired sol- 
mand for financial compensation million). government operate Naia 3 be- pines, Hotel and Restaurant Asso- near the carriage bearing the dier, and mother of nine. 
іп a long-running legal battle that But except for the P3-billionde- спие it had waited long enough ciation of the Philippines, Philip- | casket. cae 
is currently before the World positadvanced by MIAA as part of to reach an amicable settlement pine Travel Agencies Association, | “Asked if she did not find it Та between chanting Poe's 
Banks International Center for the expropriation, Ermita could before taking over the facility. Philippine Hotel Federation, | difficult marching barefoot, initials, Genes said she was a 
Settlement of Investment Disputes. пог say where the cash-strapped Тһе opening of Naia 3 topped Philippine Association of Conven- | she said she could bear it. She loyalist of deposed strong- 
"The German firm said it want- government would get the money the list of infrastructure that for- tion Exhibition Organizers and | fradtried to buyanewpairbut man Ferdinand Marcos and 
eda minimum of 350 million eu- to spend for the completion ofNa- eign and local businessmen be- Suppliers, Hotel Sales and Mar- | no store was open, so she pro- ousted President Joseph 
тоз ($465 million) and would ia3andtoreimburse Piatco. lieve would inject more confi- keting Association, Philippine | ceededasis, shesaid. Estrada, Poe's best friend, 
"vigorously" pursue its claim. Pi- As the government ponders белсе into the economy. ‘Tour Operators Association, Asso- | ^ Buemafe also said the long — "I always join whatever 
ated is seeking compensation of how to come up with the money — “Wenote with approval thatthe ciation of Car Rental Companies | march would be easy because side is for goodness. They 
more than $500 million. to compensate Piatco and Fra- expropriation proceedings come Inc, Freedom to Fly Coalition | she had been going to Poe's can't keep me from joining 
‘Ata briefing in Malacafiang on port, business leaders and the with the assurance from govern- amd Manila Japanese ‘Travel | wake for the past three days. the people,” she said as she 
‘tuesday night shortly after the tourism industry hailed the gov. ment that it will pay fair and just Agents and Hoteliers Association. | Besides, she said, she was not wiped tears for the man she 
MIAA took over Naia 3, Executive ernment for taking over Naia3, compensation for the facility as or- j 3 going to miss his funeral. hailed as a hero. 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita said Катор del Rosario Jn, chair of dered by the Supreme Cour,”"said Tourist arrivals vna e 
the government was open to al- the  Philippines-US Business Guillermo M. Luz, executivedirec- — They said the takeover was Equally devoted was Car. — The determination to see 
lowing а private group bankroll Council, said: "Our hope is that tor of the Makati Business Club. timely “in view of the continued | men Guerrero, who traveled Poe's remains, to be with the 
iis takeover of Naja 3 following by accelerating governments Luz urged the government to increase in international tourist | а the way from Catanduanes body on is last day “above 
the expropriation of the idle im- takeover of the facility the expro- assure the public thatthe facility arrivals, especially during the | province when she heard that ground was shared by many. 
ternational passenger terminal. _priation will pavethe way for Ter- willbe operated and managed ac- holiday season. IDEE Rune pem 
"Were not ruling that ош, ev- minal 3 to be operational in the cording to international best Records of the Deparment of | Guerrero, 53, arrived in Mani- patiently for a chance to get a 
erything is possible,” Ermita said, near future, sothatitcan beginto practices by experienced and Tourism showed that as of Octo- | Jaon the fist day of Poe'swake at glimpse of Poe—or even just 
NS serve the needs of Filipino travel- competent managers.” ber this year, tourist arrivals had | the Sto, Domingo Church, and his coffin—outside the gate of 
Open within six months ers and foreign visitors without A ill reached 1.861 million, up 243 | stayed until the funeral. the Sto. Domingo Church. 
Sergio Ortiz-Luis, one of the further delay.” Political will 5 ,. percent from the same last year. "Lonlyleavetheareatotake Не stood his ground despite 
business leaders consulted by the е! Rosario said thathewasal- Теп of the tourism industry's Reports from Gil C. Сарасипвап | a bath at a relative’s house, but being pushed or even shoved 
government on Naia 3, said the so pleased that the expropriation biggest associations also an- Jr, Nancy. Carvajal, Jerome An- 1return immediately" she said, by the crowd. 
government planned to operate proceedings had come with gov- nounced their full support forthe ing and AFP adding thatshehad viewed her Ап elderly woman was find- 


idol's body five times. ing it difficult to walk without 
ons E) 1 ? Guerrero, who held a white a cane, but she plodded on. 
A horse called ‘Tisoy’ steals viewers’ hearts | «ios iens ttis 
said her favorite movie was his on coming to the funeral. They 
“Dito sa Pitong Gatang.” arrived at 3 a.m—a full two 
From page Al ed by the huge crowd and the crackers which scared them, De Manila, Tisoy paused a lot longer ee hours before Poe's casket was 
bright lights from ТУ cameras. Leon added. than itdid during the firsthour It | — Poe fans actually risked removed from the church. 
who pulled Poe's hearse and Neither Tisoy nor Bonus, how- ^ Tisoys handler Albert Diman- was tired. There was talk of re- | their lives to catch a last dos { 
"Bonus, who carried Da Kings ever, was owned by Poe. Tisoy lig said the horse had been draw- placing Tisoy with Bonus, who | glimpse of his coffin, Mercidas Sevilla, 59, said 
saddle and favorite boots. was rented from Ednoel Hearse ing a hearse for three years, but was walking a few paces ahead | “1 don't care if I fall down, she borrowed P2,000 from a 
Tisoy, a white male horse, Rental, while Bonus was from the never with yesterday's extreme and was considerably fresher. as long as I see his burial,” neighbor to get to Manila 
around 6 years old, bravely Rizal Funeral Homes. conditions, Bonus, which has been in the | said Efren Derolao, 42, who from Borongan, Samar, 
marched for тоге than three Тһе two horses which joined 7 hearse business for six years, car- | stood with some 30otherson һе was with a dozen oth- 
hours, drawing Poe's caisson in the almost four-hour funeral Keeping cool ried only а pairofbrownbootson | top of a mausoleum inside ег people—all fans of “Da 
the midst of a rowdy crowd, march for Poe yesterday morning Tisoy was constantly surround- із back. But the process of untan- | the North Cemetery, King." n 
Earlier Conrad Toe told re- are no strangers to high profile ed by shouting, at times pushing gling and fitting Tisoysreinson |  Derolao and the others Negotiating a thick crowd 
porters that the family wanted funeral marches. and shoving men and women. Its. Bonus could have complicated | had waited atop the mau- with her friend Norma Evan- 
the funeral march to reflect FPJ's Bonus pulled the hearseduring path was far from clear It was things even тоге, soleum on 24th Street, a few gelista, 48, Sevilla recalled 
love for horses. the funeral of popular composer filled with people who were, in Christopher de Leon, one of | meters away from the Poe how she was devastated by 
George Canseco. fact, trying to get near it the actors who walked beside the | family plot, since4 a.m. Poe's demise. 
‘Great Year’ However, they were apparent- But the horse kept its cool. hearse, was seen stroking Tisoy Into their fourth hour of “We all cried upon learn- 
"The original plan was for the lybotheredby thenumber ofpeo- Tisoy also had to stop every and whispering in its ears. waiting, the tin roof supported ing what had happened," she 
hearse to be preceded by Poe's fa ple, many of whom tried to five minutes ог so because the Several rimes the horses were | by a plywood ceiling and ion said as she walked away 
wore race horse "Great Year” Poe squeeze themselves into the crowds started to thicken. This given cola to drink and sugar to | barsontheedges,startedshak- slowly “I borrowed some 
coordinator Susan Tagle told re- march to get near the hearse, Ed- was particularly tiring because it nibble. ing and threatened to collapse. money to get here. 1 want to 
porters afew daysbefore the burial. noel driver Rogelio de Leon told was constantly trying to gather — Fimalyat&:S0am, Tisoyand | Ви Derolao and company say goodbye.” Luige A. del 
But organizers changed their the Inquinen. momentum. But the hard-work- Bonus reached Manila's North | insisted on staying put de- Puerto, Tarra И Quismundo 
minds after the horse's caretaker Some fans also rushed totouch ing horse endured. Cemetery, Poe's final destina- | spite warnings from mar- andLeilaB.Salaverria 
said “Great Year” could beagitat- the horses, while others used fire- А: the Dimasalang Bridge in tion, 
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the law" the company said in a 
statement. It dismissed the gov- 
emments offered down payment 
as insufficier 


7 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2004 77777 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ium 


TIME to clean up the һе litter ofa sorrowing 
eight days. FP] volunteers do the honors. 


The burial of a movie legend may 
have pushed Filipino idol worship 
and crowd psychology to a new level 


iu. 
MEANWHILE at the Palace, the security take 
it easy as the massive funeral is turning out to. 
be peaceful. 


POLITICS couldn't be helped as these supporter 
elected president but was “defeated by deceit.” 


ИТҮ 


ШШШ 
ШНЕК 


LAKE 


caseviolentmassactionheadstoward MILITANTS wear their sentiments on a THE LAST night but this senior citizen's grieving has yet to run its 
Malacafiang. tow banner set up along España Boulevard. course. HENZANORA 


DOJ bares plot to oust Gloria, install Susaa, junta 


From page Al burial to incite the people to turn low his supporters to view him 48 hours or so but | think (the People Power Revolution. came critical during Poe's funeral at 
moon yesterday. against their government. have and forthemtoexpresstheirgrief plot) has dissipated. Nothing |. ca, Sto. Domingo Church that he was 
The Armed Forces of the Philip- been briefed on this matter by our and sorrow,” Sotto said in a much happened. They did not Gabriela Silang’ awakened from his sleep when the 
pines (AFP) lowered its red alert intelligence authorities. There is a ем. havea forced march to the Palace « Не said the conversations were President called for an emergency 
status to "white alert” following firm basis for their findings," Gon- " Gonzales claims unlike before," he said. 'coded"—the plotters gave Roces meeting at3 a.m. in Malacafang. 
Poe's burial. "Also, the Christmas  zalezsaid in a statement. against the opposition were a Не said the govemment “never th codename Gabriela я 
break for soldiers resumes 5 pm. Те alleged plot involved a re- “product of poor intelligence” expected” violence to explode dur- Silang—and the two were “ex: Emergency meeting 
(yesterday),” said Lt, Col. Bue. play of the past two Edsa uprisings from his people who “either want ing the funeral Mass or the march tremely careful” in their talk Among those present were Ex- 
aventure Pascual, chief of the with opposition supporers massing toingratiate themselves with him rom Sto. Domingo Church to However, government informants ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermi- 
AFP Public Information Office. up and a general later announcing or the administration.” Manila's North Cemetery He said wereable to crack open their plot. (а, Social Welfare Secretary Cora: 

‘The AEP went on white alert themilimsys withdrawal ofsuppon. “They've been reading too much that Malacafiang expected the plot- Gonzalez said the women men- 200 “Dinky” Soliman and heads 
after a destabilization move sup- бот the administration. ‘Tom Clancy books,” he added. tersto move after Ров was buried. болей a general who would an- of intelligence agenci 
posed to have been launched by Gonzalez said the plotters The idea of the provocateurs noumce the withdrawal of military Gonzalez said the President sum. 
groups from the Left or the Right planned to replace Ms Arroyo DOJ wrong was to use the emotions, un- support from the government but moned him to get legal advice on 
had been quashed. {vith a seven-member junta that Senate Minority Leader Aquili- leased by the death of Рос, he added that the plowers might what could be done should the situ 

Pascual said the plot “proba- would include a “popular televi- по Pimentel Jr. said Gonzalez was against ће government,” hesaid. _havejust been name-dropping. ation deteriorate. After the meeting. 
bly” fizzled out because of the de- -sion evangelist” as chair and for- proven wrong. “It was a peaceful |. й Hesaid there wasalsy mention Gonzalez read a statement that was 
ployment of some 2,500 soldiers mer President Joseph Estrada. march and nobody was trying о Nica analysis of Army Scout Rangers being aired on cable television, waming 
in Metro Manila. Roces would become the “fig- agitate anyone,” he pointed our. Up to yesterday afiemoon, Gon- “courted” to join the plot but Poe supporters not 10 be carried 

urehend” ofthenew government. Pimentel said that the large zalez said he continued to receive chief, Col. Danilo Lim, had away by their emotions. 
Fortress number of supporters of Poe who intelligence reports that were being claimed” any involvement. “| must make а fair warning 
Malacafiang was fortified likea Namedroppers? joined the funeral march up tohis analyzed by the National Intell- Тһе justice sceretary said Ronald that when our democracy is 
fortress as early as Tuesday night However, Gonzalez said that burial were “motivated not by ha- gence Coordinating Agency (Nica). Lumbao, leader of the People's threatened, i is the right and duy 
as the Presidential Security the plotters might have just been tred but love for their idol Gonzalez said that the govern- Movement Against Povery, was al- of government to uphold the law 
Group (PSG) cut all vehicle ac- using the names of Roces and For her part, former opposition ment leamed about the plor last so involved in the plot but his group. and justice and protect the people. 
cess to the Palace grounds, Estreda without the two ever senatorialcandidate Amina Rasul month and that the plotters al- was “low-key” because "he knows The defense of the state is ше 

Employees and visitors with vehi- knowing about the plot. said there could still be restless- legedly reckoned that Ms Arroyo _heisunder surveillance.” prime duty of government. We 
ез were advised to park their cars "оте plotters drop names to nessamong the people. would last in power only up to shall not allow riots or seditious 
atthe Malacañang Parkon the other give a semblance of legitimacy to "If you would look at this ad- February or May next year. Ka Roger acts to rule the streets,” he said. 
side of the Pasig River and to take a that group. I do not know if rap ministration, і һай a honeymoon He said the planned takeover of Gonzalez added that another « fident* 
ferry boat to get to the Palace. even knows abour it,"hesaid. period of three years and people government gained momentum report said that "an actor" talked Very confident’ 

But the PSG soon realized that While the Poefamilywasmotin- expected that with a second term when the plotters saw an opportu- to New People’s Army leader Gre- Gonzalez sald that Ms Arroyo 
its security precautions turned out volved, the plotters allegedly she (President Arroyo) would nityafierPoe'sdeathon Dec. 14. gorio "Ka Roger" Rosal on how to looked very confident despite the 
to be an “overreaction.” It eased cluded “former Estrada Cabinet have already picked up immedi- К was during the actors wake exploit Poe's death. threats and left the meeting to get 
Security resuctions as early аз 8 members, his supporters, and FPJ ately and delivered the fiscal re- that intelligence operatives inter- “Ме have to further verify this some sleep at4 a.m- 
ала, (when Poe's funeral march people.” Gonzalez said former formsbutshehasnot,"shesaid, cepted four conversations be- but what is important is we know “She was very confident. When. 
reached the North Cemetery) and Senators Juan Ponce Enile and Vi- ie tween the colonel and the opposi- what is going on. We know what some names (of the plotters) 
started allowing vehicles entry in-cente Sono Ш were not involved. Next 48 hours critical tion lawyer, Gonzalez said. they're doing and where they are were mentioned, she was even 
to the Palace grounds, ‘Sotto said the mainstream op- Gonzalez declined to comment He said the colonel was in ac- meeting," Gonzalez said. laughing," Gonzalez said. 

"We are deeply concemed position had no intention to take when asked about the possible in- tive service and apparently came Не added that the group re- When other alleged plotters 
about a credible intelligence re- over the Arroyo administration volvement of former Sen. Grego- from the Army while the lawyer cently met in Hotel Rembrandtin were mentioned, the President 
tor that there is an evolving соп. by exploiting the death of Poe, rfo"Gringo" Honasan and civilso- was a “former government offi. Quezon City and it was even соу. herself, "dismissed, them ош. 
spiracy on the partofsome groups “Our intention was very clear ciety leader Pastor “Boy” Saycon, cial who figured prominently” in егей bya television crew. right," he added. areport 
to use FPJ's funeral march end from the start and that was toal- “It remains critical in the next the opposition after the 1986 Gonzalez said the situation be- from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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Legions see last ЕР} blockbuster 


From page Al 
was felled by a stroke on Dec. 14. 

‘As the horse-drawn hearse reached 
the family plot, supporters let loose clus- 
ters of blue and white balloons. Earlier, 
an unidentified fan flew a kite with the 
words “РР We love you.” 

‘The priest led the singing of the na- 
tional anthem as Poe's coffin was first 
laid in front of the tombs of his parents, 
Fernando Sr. and Bessie Kelley. 

Jesusa Sonora—Susan Roces, the wid- 
ow—broke down in tears while viewing 
Poe's remains for the last time. 

She was seen bending down to kiss 
her husband farewell, before turning to 
embrace her weeping daughter, Mary 


pall bearers pushed the casket into the 
still roughly paved tomb. Family mem- 
bers and friends threw white roses on its 
top. 


“Нез now with Mama Mary" 

“We have handed over FPJ to Mama 
Mary, and we wish her to take care of 
him,” Ramirez told the crowd. "Let's give 
FPJ a big, big round of applause!” 

Roces also threw herself over the cof- 
fin of her husband in the pre-dawn fu- 
neral Mass at Sto. Domingo Church. 

“God, thank you so much for the 36 
years you gave us together,” she said in 
her remarks. 

‘The burial ofa movie legend may have 
pushed Filipino idol worship and crowd 
psychology toa new level. 


‘Show of numbers, endurance 

As if the massive wake wasn't enough 
show of numbers and a test of endurance 
for Poe's fans and political supporters, 
the five-hour funeral march stretched 
Pinoy fanaticism to lengths unseen since 

ry historic burials of Ninoy 
o and former President Ramon 
Magsaysay. 

Old women ‘who would otherwise 
scold children for climbing up roofs and 
trees were among those jostling for posi- 
tion along the funeral route and atop 
mausoleums surrounding Poe's burial 
site, hoping for a view of the greatest 
show in town. 

The very same crowds who easily 
erupted into “Е-Р-Л” chants at the slight- 
est cue from former child star Niño Muh- 
lach totally ignored his pleas for them to 
maintain order and “respect our presi- 
dent's burial.” 


Frenzy and humor 

А mixof show biz mania and Pinoy hu- 
mor also fueled the crowd's energy in 
what was supposedly a somber religious 
ritual. 

А sweaty FPJ fan, who arrived too late 
tu see his idol's coffin, said: "It's OK, ГЇ 
just look at the artistas (actors and ac- 
tresses)" gathered around. 

‘Alter Poe's family and closest friends 
tefi, the masa crowd moved in, as if declar- 


ABIG hand from the little lady: President Arroyo visits with the soldiers who had secured Malacafiang during the Poe funeral 
and heartily applauds them for their vigilance and a job well done. 


ing their rightful claim over the tomb of 
“Da King” 

Women wailed as they tossed flowers. 
Men felt the fresh damp concrete of the 
tomb on their palms. 

In the semi-circular burial lot, FPJ lay 
at the extreme eastern side about three 
feet from actor-brother, Andy Poe, who 
died in 1995. To Andy’s left lay their par- 
ents Fernando Sr. and hi: айбе. 


Several injured 

A chopper overhead marked with 
large letters “РР dropped blue confetti 
and white petals. 

The chopper vas piloted by Jude 
Estrada, son of voe's close friend, de- 
posed President Joseph Estrada, accord- 
ing to Muhlach. 

Police estimates of the crowd of mourn- 
ers, including those who lined the streets, 
rénged from "tens of thousands" 0 
300,000, according to foreign news agen- 
cies. 

One of the marchers, Juanita Garcia, 
50, wasalso at the 1983 Aquino funeral. 

"The emotions were more intense. 
Then, the people were largely quiet and 
we were just sympathizing. Today, we re- 
ally love him (Poe),” she said. 

Lusito Pineda, 54, was watching from 
a street when Aquino's coffin passed by. 
Yesterday, he sacrificed sleep to be near 
his idol. 

"At Ninoy's funeral, many people were 
well dressed. Here, we are like ordinas 
folk,” he said. 

In the crush at the cemetery, two peo- 
ple were hurt when they fell from a mau- 
soleum. They suffered fractured bones 
and contusions. Three people, including 
two women, fainted due to the heat. 


Cheers and howls 
Mourners erupted in cheers and howls 
at the sight of actors, actresses and polit 


DWN BACASMAS 


THE KNOW 


By the PDI Research 


INHIS final place of rest, Femando Poe 
Jr. lies in the company of heroes, presi- 
dents, senators, national artists and 
‘other Filipinos who were also celebrat- 
ed and loved by а grateful country. 

The S4-hectare Manila North Ceme- 
tery has been a favorite resting place of 
famous Filipinos. И history as a burial 
place dates back to 1904, long before 
private memorial parks began to mush- 
room in Metro Manilla. 

‘Among the personalities lid to rest at 
the North Cemetery are: 

1. President Ramon Magsaysay 

2. President Manuel Roxas 

3. President Manuel Quezon (his 
remains were later transferred to the 
‘Quezon Memorial Circle) 

4. President Sergio Osmefia St. 

5. Sen. Claro M. Recto 

6. Benito Legarda y Tuason 


cians, as though they were watching a 
shooting of a Poe movie. 
Brothers Jinggoy and Jude Estrada 
and San Juan Mayor Jose Victor Ejercito, 
‘ans of Poe's close friend and deposed 
resident Estrada, received the wildest 
cheers. 


Bashing GMA 

‘Also around were former Senators 
Loren Legarda and Vicente Sotto Ш, locos 
Rep. Imee Marcos and her brother Gov. 
Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos, Quezon 
Су Rep. Vincent Crisologo, Poe's 
spokesperson Sorsogon Rep. Francis Es- 
cudero, Navotas Mayor Tobias Tiangco 
and former Manila Mayor Mel Lopez. 


7. Mayor Arsenio Lacson 

8. Mayor Tomas B. Morato (Que- 
zon City's first mayor) 

9. Joaquin “Chino” Roces 

10. Jose Corazon de Jesus aka. 
"Huseng Batute" 

11. Amado V Hemandez and 
Atang dela Rama 

12. Manuel Earnshaw 

13. The Nakpil-Bautistas like Dr. 
Ariston Bautista Lin, Juan Nakpil, 
Julio Nakpil and wife Gregoria de Je- 
sus 

4. Lourdes Tuason Arroyo, mother- 
in-law of President Macapagal-Arroyo 

15. The Elizaldes 

16. The American Thomasites 

17. Pio del Pilar 

18. World boxing champion Pan- 
cho Villa 


19. Chiquito (Augusto V Pangan) 
‘SOURCES RONALD CATU OF THE MANILA NORTH 
‘CEMETERY OUARCHIES HTTEWURCPOLTICAL- 

GWTWIDCON 


Some of Poe's supporters lambasted 
Ms Arroyo, whom they accused of rob- 
bing their idol of the presidency in the 
May elections. 

“Humanda kayo! Kakarmahin dint 
(Watch out! The devil will be on you!),” 
bit actor Атау Bisaya harangued the 
crowd from a makeshift stage beside the 
Poe family plot. 

А woman grabbed the microphone 
from Niño Muhlach and berated Ms Ar- 
royo, calling her “a cheat” and shouting: 
“FPJ is the true president." 

Along the route of the 6.5-km funeral 
march, the young, the old and the notice- 
ably poor cheered and cried and muscled 
their way to catch a last glimpse of the 


Poe’s memory, face live on in death mask 


From page Al 
other projects, like producing tro- 
phies carrying Poe's face. 

Abueva told the Inguimen that 
there were no immediate plans 
yet on how the mold would be 
used, saying he would keep it in 
the meantime "just for refer- 
елсе” 

The molding began about 2 
am, yesterday and took more 

ап 30 minutes to finish, delay- 
ing the scheduled final necrologi- 
cal Mass at the Sto. Domingo 
Church. 


For ће procedure, the coffin Poe's 
had to be opened. Marshals were 
strict and prohibited cameramen 
and photographers from shoot- 
ing pictures whi 
worked. 


Retouching FP} 

During the process, Abueva 
carefully applied a material, 
called Plaster of Paris (which 
thickens like cement once mixed 
with water), on top of the actor's 
face to get the "Impressions of his 
face; the sculptor said. 


Abueva 
glass. 


face had to be retouched 
after the procedure because parts 
of his makeup were erased. 
Abueva said he would "pre- 
serve" Poe's death mask in fiber 


fied.” 


said. 


Ancient beliefs 


Napoleon Bonaparte, too 

A death mask is a common 
practice in honoring "great men," 
Abueva said. This was done, too, 
to Napoleon Bonaparte. 

Asked about proposals to ele- 
vate Poe among the ranks of Na- 
tional Artists, Abueva said that, 


mold — taken 
corpse—played 


based on the actor's contribu- 
tion to the film industry, Poe was 
"one of those who are quali- 


"Т look forward to him being 
named as National Artist,” he 


In the ancient world, a death 
mask—which is an exact model 
of the face of a dead person cast 
in plaster, wax or metal from a 


an 


tices. 


belief. Later, 


feast day. 


from а dead man'sdescendants. 


important. 


2 funerals, one message: Better future 


From page Al 
"The first time that а massive 
funeral march was seen was dur- 
ing Ninoy's interment. (This is] 
just about the second time. The 
magnitude (of the first] was too 
great as to even become unbeliev- 
able,” said Pimentel, who esti- 
‘mated that about a million people 
tumed up for Aquino's funeral. 

Pimentel, imprisoned four times 
by the late strongman Ferdinand 
Marcos during martial law, said 
that while Aquino and Poe be- 
longed to two different worlds and 
generations, their message of hope 
was “one and the same.” 

“Ninoy came off trying to tell 
the people that even if he had to 
sacrifice his life, а better tomor- 
row could still come. And FPJ's 
message is, The dawn of a better 
life is coming,” Pimentel said. 


‘No historical antecedent" 
"Their optimism arose from 
the fact that the Filipino is worth 
dying for" he said. 
Pimentel observed that Poe 
was “not as verbally articulate as 
Ninoy.” 


“Nevertheless,” he said, “the 
message came loud and clear that 
if the people will continue to up- 
hold the rule of law, things will 
turn ош гї}. in the end for the 
people.” A 

But Sen. Edgardo Angara, who 
joined Poe's family during the 
necrological rites, 
‘equate his funeral with any his- 
torical antecedent. 

"Nothing is comparable to this. 
It is a unique event because here, 
a man who died of natural causes 
has moved tens of thousands of 
people to mourning,” said An- 
gara, who had served as Poe's 
chief political adviser. 


Comparisons 

Those who had witnessed the 
two wakes at the Sto. Domingo 
Church said the queues at Poe's 
wake were considerably longer. 

“I was at Ninoy’s wake," said 
Lynda Quiano of Baguio City. "At 
the time, it only took us 10 min- 
utes to see his body after we got 
‘out of a taxi. But now, we had to 
wait for hours. We would not 
have gotten in if we were not se- 


refused to ple. 


Bin 


nior citizens.” 

‘The organizers of Poe's wake 
had created a special line for se- 
nior citizens and the disabled. 

Even Aquino's youngest sister, 
former Sen: Tessie Aquino-Oreta, 
said the funeral march for Poe 
had apparently drawn more peo- 


This was her explanation: "The 
population is bigger now com- 
pared to [that in Ninoys] time. 
Also, FPJ was an actor. He was an 
anist, and that was a drawing 
power in itself. You have the com- 
bination of being a cultural icon 
anda politician." Oreta said. 

Asked to compare the atmo- 
sphere then and now, Oreta, who 
marched yesterday from the Sto. 
Domingo Church to the North 
Cemetery with San Juan Mayor JV 
Ejercito, Makati Mayor Jejomar 

nd other leaders of the op- 

position, said people were visibly 
angry during Aquino's funeral. 

‘The hero was, after all, felled 
by an assassin's bullets, while Poe 
died a natural death. 

“But the anger [caused by Ni- 
noy’s murder] took quite some 


time to form,” Oreta said. “This is 
more immediate. The anger here 


is immediately felt 


Both symbols 


pared, 


able elections. 


Borja said. B 


voted forthe actor. 


Ifthe two funerals can be com- 
ifs because Poe and 
Aquino were both symbols, said 
Willie Borja, 44, a jeepney opera- 
tor and driver from Quezon City. 
According to Borja, who was 
present at both events, Aquino 
stood for the people's opposition 
to Ferdinand Marcos’ iron rule. 
Poe, on the other hand, stood as a 
hero of the masses and as the 
symbol of a victim of question- 


“If people could see on CNN 
that there were this many people 
who attended the burial, they 
may wonder, Why did he lose? 
Maybe something did happen," 

he also acknowl- 
edged the possibility that not all 
who attended the funeral had 


Borja said the people who 
joined Aquinos funeral march 
were very emotional: "Halos la- 
hat umiiyak (Almost everyone 


was crying)." 
Political and show biz 


He said even the weather seemed. 
to echo the mood because rain 
poured as the people marched to the 
Manila Memorial Park in Parafiaque. 

On the other hand, Borja said, 
there were hardly any tears dur- 
ing Poe's funeral march. Also, the 
sun was shining during the event, 
and the mood turned emotional 
only when Poe's casket reached 
the family plot at the North 


Cemetery in Manila. 


caland a show biz event. 


Love, resentment 


part in funerary beliefs and prac- 


A death mask was used to cov- 
er the face of a corpse to protect 
the body from evil spirits while 
it lay in state, according to one 

the mask was 
placed in the atrium of the per- 
son's house where it 
crowned with laurels on his 


‘The mask was also carried in 
the funeral processions of the 


In ancient Egypt, people be- 


But Borja said Poe appeared tobe 
тоге popular than Aquino, which 
was why he expected more people 
to rura up forthe actor's funeral. 
“Even children know who FPJ 
is. Only the older people were 
aware of who Ninoy was.” he said. 
He also observed that Aquino's 
funeral was mainly a political 
one, while Poe's was both a politi- 


Pimentel expressed the hope 
that as the mourning wound 
down, the message of Poe and 
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coffin of their idol. 


Kalingas, too 

At the cemetery, many took off their 
shoes and slippers so they could more easily 
squeeze into the thick crowd. Others came 
barefoot. (Related story on Page A1.) 

Save for Poe's well-dressed supporters 
from politics and show business, many 
among the ordinary folk came in faded, 
if not tattered, shirts and shorts, their 
hair disheveled. 

Children clinging to their parents wore 
по undergarments, Some men were naked 
from the waist up. 

Ten Kalinga natives from Baguio 
showed up in G-strings. They later got free 
black FPJ shirts. 

The rowdy throngs were reminiscent of 
the crowd that stormed Malacafiang in 
2001 after Estrada was ousted from power. 


Police overwhelmed 

‘The force of 200 cops and 600 volun- 
teer marshals deployed at the cemetery 
looked puny as thousands of Рос sup- 
porters began charging toward the Poe. 
family plot afer his hearse arrived, 

Others ran over a barricade supposed 
to separate the crowd from the media 
and lose friends of the actor. 

The ensuing chaos kept Legarda, the 
Marcoses and others away from the buri- 
al ceremonies. 

Marshals had to shove the thick crowd 
to allow Roces and other relatives to get to 
the family plot Family friends tried to keep 
the ceremony undisturbed but many peo- 
ple shouted and shoved. 


Security nightmare 

“tts really a security nightmare,” buri- 
al organizer Cynthia Colet said. “People 
are just popping out of everywhere even 
if we thought we had already blocked all 
possible entrances.” 

At one point, a well-built man with 
dyed blond hair lost his cool and 
punched three unruly male mourners 
blocking his path toward the tent of med- 
ical volunteers. 

Even the tent standing near.an area 
initially reserved strictly for Poe's rela- 
tives and friends nearly collapsed in the 
riotous atmosphere. 

Frustrated, many left the cemetery 
without catching a glimpse of Poe's cas- 
ket. Some watched the event on televi- 
sion sets installed in nearby mau- 
soleums, consoled with the thought that. 
they were part of history. 

“all the fears and trembling of our gov- 
ernment have been put to rest because 
ме have shown what is the real spirit of 
justice, love and mercy, and courage. 
‘And these are colorfully etched in the life 
of FPJ," Father Ramirez said as he left the 
cemetery. 

Reuters said that Roces succumbed to 
the intense heat and had to be carried to 
her car during the burial rites, but she re- 
turned as Poe's coffin was placed in the 
tomb. With reports from TJ Burgonio, 
Luige A. del Puerto and Alcuin Papa 


lieved thar immortality depended 
largely on the preservation of the 
personality of the honored dead. 


Wisdom, strength, power 

The use of masks seeks to pre- 
serve the personality of the dead, 
especially if the deceased pos- 
sessed great wisdom, physical 
strength or power, The creation 
of funerary masks in some cul- 
tures served this purpose. 

Other famous persons with 
death masks are Beethoven, 
Dante and Lincoln. 


was 


Aquino would "sink deeper in the 
heans of Filipinos.” 

He noted that the mourners at 
both funerals had manifested 
“love” for either man and "resent- 
ment at the persons they thought 
were responsible for the death of 
their leaders." 

“In the case of Ninoy, the object 
of hatred was Marcos; in the case 
of FPJ, the object of ridicule is 
[President] Gloria [Macapagal- 
Arroyo]," he said. 

According to Pimentel, the dif- 
ferences lay in the manifestation 
of grief and love for their fallen 
idols" and the conditions prevail- 
ing in either instance, 


Psywar tactics 

In Ninoy's time, the conditions 
were not free compared to the 
present setup, he said, adding: 

"But, of course, there was harass- 
ment yesterday. Police prevented 
more people from the provinces to 
join the funeral march and [em- 
ployed] psywar tactics such as 
[warming of] the possible eruption 
of violence, which somehow dis 
couraged others to join the march. 
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Mosul bomb attack 
kills 18 GIs, 4 Iraqis 


MOSUL, Iraq—A guerrilla at- 
tack ona tented dining hall at a 
US base in Iraq killed 18 Ameri- 
cans and four Iraqis in one of 
the deadliest strikes on Ameri- 

* cans since last year's war to 
oust Saddam Hussein. 

US officials initially said a number 
of rocket and mortar rounds were 
fired at the base in the northern city 
of Mosul on Tuesday, but a militant 
group claimed a suicide bomber was 
behind the attack, in which a further. 
72 people were wounded. 

“A suicide bomber has not been 
ruled out,” a US Army official said lat 
er in Washington." 

Giving the latest in a confusing se- 
ries of casualty updates, the military 
in Baghdad’said 14 US soldiers, four 
American civilians and four Iraqi se- 
curity force members were killed. 

Fifty-one of the wounded were US 


military personnel. Of the 72 hurt, 43 
were still being treated. 
 Aspokesperson in Mosul said it could 
take days beforea clear picture emerged 
of what happened and who was killed. 

“There's some tedious forensic 
work to be done. It could be a couple 
of days,” said Capt. Phil Ludvigson, 
who said it was not clear what had 
caused the explosion. "Rockets, mor- 
tars or any number of things could 
have caused it." 

US President George W. Bush, who 
warned on Monday that guerrilla 
bombers were taking a toll, sent his 
condolences to the families. He called 
Iraq “a vital mission for peace." 

“1 know a free Iraq will lead to a 
more peaceful world,” said Bush, who 
paid a Christmas visit to families of 
wounded soldiers as a poll showed 
most Americans now believed the 
‘war was not worth fighting. 

‘The attack was a reminder of the 


threat guerrillas pose, six weeks after 
US troops stormed Falluja to quell a 
Sunni Arab insurgency before Iraq 
holds national elections on Jan. 30. 

Mosul residents said US forces 
sealed off areas of the city on Wednes- 
doy, including bridges crossing the 
Tigris river, and carried out raids in a 
hunt for suspects behind the attack. 

"It was a tragic event, but it will not 
deter us from our mission,” said Sgt. 
Steve Valley, a US spokesperson in Bagh- 
дай, "Wee all here with the same pur- 
pose of ridding this county of these 
armed thugs and building a democracy” 

The worst single US military death 
toll since the war was 17 when two 
helicopters came down in Mosul late 
Jast year, 

The new Mosul attack came as 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair made 
а surprise visit to Baghdad, vowing 
guerrillas would lose and the elections 
would goahead ontime, Reuters 


2 reporters held for 4 months freed. 
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MALBRUNOT, right, and Chesnot in an 
undated photo 


Pfizer says 
study backs 
Celebrex 
safety 


DRUGMAKER giant 
Pfizer Inc. said yes- 
terday a National In- 
stitutes of Health 
study of Alzheimer's 
patiens found that 
its Celebrex arthritis 
drug carries no in- 
creased cardiovascu- 
lar riskin the elderly. 
Pfizer's painkiller 
came under fire last 
week when it was 
found to carry a higher 
risk of heart complica- 
tions in a study of its 
use in cancer patients. 
The drug is in the 
same class as Merck & 
Co, Inc's Мохэ, which 
was recalled earlier 
this year because it in- 
creased heart risks. 
Pfizer said the NIH 
study’ results are con- 
sient wih a lage 
body of evidence sup- 
porting the cardiovas- 
cular safety of Celebrex. 
"This is important 
mew information that 
should be considered 
by doctors and patients 
as they evaluate the 
various treatments for 
arthritis and pain,” said 
Hank McKinnell, Pfizer 
chair and CEO, 
“Millions of people 
simply сай get 
through their day with- 
ош pain relief, Thats 
why all the emerging 
information ^ about 
anhriis  medidne— 
prescription and over- 
theccounter—must be 
fully evaluated by the 
US Food and Drug Ad-, 
ministration and other 
regulatory authorities,” 
he added. 
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PARIS—Two French journalists 
were heading home to France on 
Wednesday after the end of a 
four-month hostage ordeal in 
Iraq which left many unanswered 
questions about the govern- 
ments handling of the criss. 

President Jacques Chirac broke 
off a Christmas vacation in Mo- 
тоссо and returned to France to 
record an address hailing the re- 
lease of Georges Malbrunot, 41, 
and Christian Chesnot, 37, who 
were seized by Islamic militants 
оп Aug. 20. 

Details of their release in Iraq on 
Tuesday remained sketchy. It was 
not clear whether the government 
had made any deal with the kid- 
nappers, and opposition leaders 
said it would in time have to ex- 
plain how it had handled the crisis. 

“It seems they were treated very 
well by their captors,” Anne-Marie 
Chesnot, the sister of one of the 
journalists, told RTL radio. “We 
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know only that they are both okay.” 

“It’s a very beautiful Christmas 
present, the most beautiful Christ 
mas present you could have," Ches- 
тов brother Thierry told reporters. 

Chirac, whose address was set 
to be broadcast later in the day, 
breathed a sigh of relief as France 
united in celebration. 

But he will have to explain why 
it took a country which opposed 
the US-led war in Iraq, and says it 
has strong ties in the Middle East, 
so long to secure the release. 

“When the time is right, the 
time for explanations will come,” 
said Francois Hollande, leader of 
the opposition Socialist Party. 

“We must ask for explanations 
about all stages of their deten- 
tion. Now their freedom has been 
secured, informing parliament 
about all the conditions of how 
the discussions have unfolded 
since August is the least thing 
thaccanbedone.” Reuters 
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US SOLDIERS tend 
tothe wounded after 
an insurgent mortar 
attack ona dining 
facility during 
lunchtime on FOB 
Marez in Mosul, Iraq, 
Dec. 21. 
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Washington seeking talks with Iran. 


TEHRAN—Washington wants uranium enrichment, have little “The Europeans have viansaid. ports from Vienna-based diplo- 
to hold direct talks with Tehran, chance of success without full launched massive efforts to  “Idon'treject the possibility of mats that Iran is continuing to 
with which itbroke ties 24years US support and involvement in bring the United States into the nuclear talks between Iran and ready large amounts of uranium 
ago, to discuss a number of is- the talks. nuclear negotiations,” said the United States, but 1 cannot for enrichment. 

sues including the Islamic “Тһе United States wants ne- Mousavian, who is secretary of predict the future.” Uranium enrichment is a pro- 
state's nuclear program, а se- gotiations with Iran and definite- the foreign policy committee on Тһе Western diplomat іп _cessthat can be used to make fuel 
nior Iranian security official ly déesn't like having a mediator Iran's Supreme National Securi- Tehransaid the EU“has been very for nuclear power reactors or to 
said on Tuesday. inbetween, even ifthe Europeans ty Council. clear that negotiations would make atomic warheads. 

Hossein Mousavian, one of want to mediate,” the official IR- “We have no objection to the have a much bigger chance of “The Iranians have decided to 
lram's chief nuclear negotiators, NA news agency quoted Mousa- Americans joining the Europeans success ifthe Americans puttheir continue UF4 (uranium te- 
also said Iran had no objections vian as saying. in this process,” he added. shoulders behind it.” trafluoride) production until 
to European Union efforts to in- “But they are after comprehen- Washington accuses Iran of But he said skepticism re- the end of February,” a diplomat 
volve Washington in negotiations sive and conclusive talks which trying to make atomic arms un- mained high in Washington that told Reuters on condition of 
aimed at dispelling international cover all disputed issues,” he der the cover of a civil nuclear Iran was negotiating in good faith anonymity. Two other diplomats 
concerns about Iran's atomic am- said. energy program. Iran denies rather than trying to buy time to іп Vienna, where the UN's Inter- 
bitions. US and Iranian officials have this. continue with a nuclear arms national Atomic Energy Agency 

But a Western diplomat in held occasional talks inthe past “If the Americans want to driveata later stage. (IAEA) is based, confirmed this 
Tehran said talk of Washington on specific issues such as hamper the Iran-EU coopera- “Were a long way from the UF4 is the precursor to urani 
joining the nuclear dialogue with Afghanistan and Iraq. But talks tion, they can be effective and  Americanstakingaseatatthene- um hexafluoride (UF6), the gas 
"Tehran was premature. broke down last year when noone can deny it... US interac- gotiating table,” he sai thatis fed into centrifuges. 

EU officials privately ac- Washington accused Iran орго- tion with Europe in this process US fears that Iran hasnointen- Iran recently pledged to freeze 
knowledge that their efforts to viding shelter for al-Qaida is important from our point of tion ofgivingupa quest foratom- all activities linked to uranium 
persuade Tehran to give up sen- members behind bombings in view, nevertheless our partneris ic bombs are likely to have been enrichment as a confidence- 
sitive nuclear activities, suchas Saudi Arabia. Europe not America,” Mousa- exacerbated on Tuesday by re- building gesture. Reuters 
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in India Kababayan : 


NEW  DELHI—What ^ 
bugie OELE сусе PARA SA OFW a : sage ence ant 


minutes of indiscre- 
ton by two teenage 
schoolchildren — has 
штей in a major 
scandal which has 
cracked India's conser- 
vative facade and 
raised serious ques- 


tions about parenting s d ; з са анданды 


ве 


and sex education. 
When a 16-year-old. 
Delhi schoolboy used 
his phone camera to 
film his girlfriend per- 
forming oral sex on 
him, he could scarcely 
have imagined it 
would not only lead to 
his arrest but would al- 


Ккк | o ES ^38 Parang inabot lang niya ang 


tional and internation- 


al debate. t ^ iHa = 
mU. E е ‚ ‘remittance at load mo. 
has shocked tradi- 3 d Г F1 

tion-bound India, the MER EE s COLIT абы... 

land which brought x = 9 

the world the Kama 
‘Sutra but where these 
days couples do not 
even kiss in public. 

Police were alerted 
after the film clip 
ended up on the In- 
Baazee.com, owned 
by US giant eBay, and 
arrested its chief, an 
American citizen. 

New questions about. 
sex, privacy, technology 
and the legal system are. 
being asked. 

“We have been a 
very closed society and. 
although sex has been. 
around, it was always 
under the carpet 50 
fan" said Radhika 
Sharma, a mother of 
two teenage giris. "So 
this 15 certainly a des- 
erate wake-up call.” 

‘The story surfaced a 
little over a month ago 
when the teenagers 
were expelled from a 
prestigious Delhi 
school after he was 
caught circulating the 
video, shot on his mo- 
bile phone camera. 

Soon the images 
were circulating on 
the thriving under- 
ground porn market 
and selling on disc for 
as little as a dollar. 

A 23-year-old stu- 
dent from a top engi- 
neering college the al- 
legedly got in on the 
act, putting the clip up. 
for sale on a popular 
online auction site. As 
word spread and the 
story hit the front 
pages of Indian news- 
papers, the student, 
the schoolboy and the 
owner of the Internet 
site were all arrested, 

‘The scandal is just 
‘one of many controver- 


‘conservative veneer— 
insplred by centuries of 
Маонап morals 
spread under British 
colonial rule—may be 
fading under the im- 
pact of Westem infu- 
‘ences and a technolog- 
ical revolution, experts 
зау. Reuters 
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WHITE 
CHRISTMAS 
IN CHINA 
Cyclists ride 
alonga quiet. 


the east gate. 
ofthe 
Forbidden. 
City, Dec. 22, 
asthe first 
snow of the 
winter hit the 
capital. More 
snow is 
forecastin the 
coming days, 
with chances 
high that many 
parts of China 
will enjoy a 
White 
Christmas. лт 
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BELFAST—A gang held the families of 
two Northem Ireland bank officials 
hostage for 24 hours before stealing 
about $39 million in one of Britain's 
biggest robberies, police said on Tuesday. 
The employees were forced to hand 
over the money from a cash center at 
the headquarters of Northern Bank in 
central Belfast after close of business 
оп Monday by raiders who had taken 
over their homes on Sunday night. 
Northern Bank is Northern Ire- 
land's largest retail bank and is 
‘owned by National Australia Bank. 
"Two families have suffered great 
trauma as a result of the actions of 
these criminals,” Northern Ireland's 
Assistant Chief Constable Sam 
Kinkaid told reporters. 
Police said they were investigating 
whether one of Northern Ireland's 
ry groups, which remain 
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Hostage-takers steal $39М 
from Northern Ireland bank 


heavily involved in crime despite ob- 
serving ceasefires in the province's 
long-running sectarian conflict, had 
been involved in the raid. 

“Clearly this is a well-organized 
crime, there's absolutely no doubt 
about that,” said Kinkaid. 

“Whether it is in any way associat- 
ed with paramilitary groups in North- 
em Ireland, we haven't sufficient in- 
formation for us to make any assess- 
ment on that at present." 

ritain's biggest robbery was a 
1987 break-in at a safe deposit center 
їп London when 60 million pounds 
was stolen. In 1983, 26 million 
pounds was taken їп a raid on a 
Brinks-Mat vault at London's 
Heathrow airport. 

National Australia Bank said in a 
statement to the Australian Stock Ex- 
change about 20 million pounds was 
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stolen. 

"The theft is covered by self nsur- 
ance, and as such, National Australia. 
Bank... will bear the impact of any 
losses arising from the theft," it said. 

Northern Bank has 95 branches in 
the British-ruled province. 

Earlier this month, Denmarks 
Danske Bank agreed to buy Northern 
Bank and Dublin-based National Irish 
Bank from National Australia Bank 
for 10.4 billion Danish crowns ($1.87 
billion). 

The theft was not expected to have. 
апу material impact on the sale of the 
two banks to Danske, National Aus- 
tralia Bank said. 

“Most importantly, all staff in- 
volved in the theft are safe and are re- 
ceiving appropriate care and support 
by Northern Bank and the police in 
Northern Ireland," itsaid. — Reuters 


Darfur 
peace 
talks 
suspended 


ABUJA—Sudanis gov- 
emment and Darfur 
rebels suspended faher- 
ing peace talks on Tues- 
day and the Afican 
Union urged both sides 
тозор fighting to allow 
negotiations to resume 
in January 

The break up of 
peace talks in the Nige- 
ria came as British aid 
agency Save the Chil- 
dren announced it was 
pulling all 350 of is 
staff out of Darfur after 
the killing of four of its 
staff and renewed 
dashes in the western 
Sudanese region. 

Nigerian President 
and AU chair Oluse- 
gun Obasanjo spoke 
to rebels and govem- 
ment delegates at a 
ceremony in Abuja to 
dose the talks, after 
meeting both sides to 
urge them to halt their 
military offensives, 

“The talks will be 
formally closed to- 
day.. to resume some- 
time in January if the 
Sudan government 
complies with the AU 
chairs request for 
them to stop tle of- 
fensive and withdraw. 
their troops to their 
former — positions" 
said Tojeddin Bashir 
Niam of the rebel Jus- 
Че and Equality 
Movement (JEM), 

In Washington, the 
United States called on 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan to visit Darfur 
again and the UN lead- 
er said the Secuity 
Council should consid- 
er new steps, such as 
sanctions, to stop the 
violence in the trou- 
bled western region. 

"We will be engag- 
ing with the secretary 
general on what steps 
the Security Council 
might take,” US repre- 
sentative Stuart Holli- 
day told reporters after 
council consultations, 

* also think it 
might be time for him 
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to actually personally 
see the situation in* 
Darfur again as he did 
last summer" Holli- 
day said, adding that 
he had not spoken to 
Annan about it. The 
secretary-general's 
last trip resulted in 
new agreements for 
humanitarian access, 

The head of the 
Sudan government 
delegation Majzoub 
al-Khalifa said talks 
had reached a "suc- 
cessful end and we 
are all committed to 
the talks again." 

He added that Su- 
dan had accepted in 
principle Obasanjos 
proposals to observe 
ап April ceasefire and 
move back to posi- 
tions held at the time 
at фе muce was 
signed. Rebels had al- 
ready pledged to ob- 
serve the much-violat- 
edceasefire. Reuters 
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Spectacle 


ROM A DISTANCE, the throngs that turned out to 
Е bury Fernando Poe Jr. appeared what prognostica- 
tions said they would be—not only ardent but also 
adulatory and noteworthy for endurance. In fact, they 
made for a spectacle, the sort that gives foreign (and 
therefore culturally different) observers pause; ог for an 
epic movie, the sort that sweeps the viewer along as 
frame upon breathless frame unreels, 
ÉDITORIALS sound and action melding in raging 
movement. 

Raging but, because of disparate persuasions, conducive 
to petering out. And also, because ideologically unorga- 
nized, lacking the force of an idea whose time has come. 
Authorities must certainly be grateful that the tidal wave 
of grief portentously looming for the past days descended 
with a weight not much more than the metaphorical ex- 
tended sigh. But then the bereaved family as represented 
by Poe's widow had consistently, admirably, refused to bite 
the bait slyly dangled by adventurers, at the same time 
maintaining a frosty hauteur toward which Malacafiang 
could only be diffident. (Imagine what could have been if 
Susan Roces behaved otherwise.) 

Casting about for comparisons, mourners and assorted 
politicians hark back to the 1983 funeral march that es- 
corted the assassinated Benigno S. Aquino Jr to his 
grave—a swollen river of movement made seamless by a 
unity of purpose: to defy Ferdinand Marcos; to show, de- 
spite the overarching terrorism of his dictatorship, that 
public outrage was now breaching the banks; to declare 
that enough was enough. Without intending to gainsay the 
perfervid quality of yesterday's march, there is no parallel 
point on which to ruminate but the general thread of sor- 
row running through it. 

То be sure, the memory of Poe's coffin on a carriage 
pulled by a horse—part of the spectacle, apparently in 
keeping with the now-mythical image of “Da King” as a 
horseman, but now imbued with a certain measure of. in- 
sensitivity considering the terrible effort that the horse 
was compelled to make—is now part of the national imag- 
ination, as is the memory of the flatbed truck bearing 
Адшпо coffin, But unfortunately, the rowdies who yes- 
terday comported themselves solely as voyeurs (hanging 
from trees and trampling plants and niches, as much 
moved by a morbid curiosity as schadenfreude), mugged 
for the TV cameras, and damned the organizers’ assiduous 
planning and grappled as heatedly for space as for whatev- 
er giveaways they could grasp—even those who, incredi- 
bly, were seen waving the Stars and Stripes in the manner 
of activists waving the red flags of protest—took away 
from the proceedings what could have been a unifying 
theme: the supposed widespread anger at the alleged 
cheating that robbed Poe of the presidency. (Then again, 
why shouldn't they wave the Stars and Stripes? Even the 
mighty US government sent condolences to the Poes.) 


Panic 


Т WOULD SEEM then that Malacafiang had switched 

to panic mode, and President Macapagal-Arroyo and 

her coterie of advisers were caught in the throes of 
dverreaction, How inelegant. Imagine the Commander in 
Chief marking the 69th anniversary of the Armed Forces 
on Tuesday, not on the grounds of Gamp Aguinaldo where 
she could have regally trooped the line and inspected her 
troops, but in the fortress also known as the Palace. And 
imagine her bidding her soldiers to “be by my side,” like 
she were crooning a love song to them, as though they 
were not obliged to do so. 

‘This unseemly behavior is entirely of a piece with the 
flurry of conciliatory gestures that Malacafiang had made 
since news broke that the principal contender to Ms Ar- 
xoyo's post had given up his ghost. Politely rebuffed by Poe 
family members on its amazing efforts to get on their good 
side, Malacaiiang had turned tail and proceeded to scare 
itself silly with the man's ghost. Is this any way for a strong 
republic to proceed? 

Now the question arises as to why the apparent panic in 
Malacafiang reached such surprising proportions (“very 
strict” inspections and access controls, “upgraded” securi- 
ty arrangements, “additional troops," not to mention fer- 
rying Palace employees by barge). Why the defensive 
stance toward the supposed anger over its alleged dirty 
tricks during the presidential election? What is it hiding? 


ELEG 


MEL! 


=> 


-= ` 


5 
eyes 


Dalm gasa E 


Revisiting Christmases 


THE GRIME-STREAKED beggar at the church 
door wouldn't budge. Misa de Gallo had just 
ended. If delayed, Td miss that overbooked 
flight for Bangkok. As a “martial law refugee,” 
Thailand was my United Nations duty station 
for 17 years. Kids were flying in from US 
schools to join us for Christmas. 

Shifting his battered can, the beggar persist- 
ed."Don't you remember me?" Seeing the blank 
look in my eyes, he murmured: “We were dass 
mates in grade school. I am Candido..." 

Memory scraped away the wrinkles, the dirt 
and in-between years. We had played patintero 
and other games of childhood. We built model 
airplanes and sailed toy boats. During vaca- 
tions, we'd їйїп in nearby resorts. 

"Today? Tiene cara de hambre. "You have the 
faceof hunger," the orphan boy tells the Cruci 
fied in the film classic: "Marcelino, Pan Y Vi- 
по” 

We barely managed snatches of conversa- 
tion. Airline schedules are unyielding. Couldn't 
Thave dropped, into his tin cup, more than what 
was hurriedly fished out of a shirt pocket? 1 
asked as the immigration officer waved us on. 

We were all invited to journey to Bethlehem, 
including those with numbered accounts, 
cigarette tax break bonanzas and illegal log- 
ging take. But like my beggared classmate, 
many wearily limp to “the City of David" wit 
empty tin cans. Billionaires here lodge in “gat- 
ed enclaves” while many lack frugal liveli- 
hoods. "There's no room in the inn." 

Yet, "Christmas is the only time 1 know of 
when men and women seem, by one consent, 
to open their shut-up hearts freely.” Charles 
Dickens wrote іп 1843. Like the reenginecred 
Ebnezer Scrooge, they “think of people below 
them, not as another race of creatures bound 
оп other journeys, but as fellow passengers to 
the grave.” 

Tnever saw my beggar-friend again. But he 
forms part of past Christmas images. As the 
years slip by, these mental snapshots remain. 
But revisiting them, one finds that a birter- 


IT'S enough to take the word “merry” from 
Christmas, the spectacle of death ravaging the 
country. Even the Christmas songs seem a little 
tired this year. 1 heard some of them issuing 
from the church near where 1 live, and the 
good cheer they were trying to convey seemed 
thoroughly out of place. As were the lights that 
blinked from the windows of houses. 

I guess there's no stopping Christmas in this 
country. And I guess we owe it to the kids to 
keep our spirits up despite the horrendous vex- 
ations we've had to face this year. But I wish 
we'd also teach them not to be oblivious of the 
pain around them and express Christmas spirit 
less in plunging into revelry and mare in com- 
miserating with others. 

This year has been an especially cruel year. 
Оп a personal note, this year has seen the 
deaths of five members of my wife's family. 
Chief of them her father, my father-in-law, with 
whom I had shared many a drink and story. He 
died in Los Angeles last July. | had always 
thought he would live forever. He died at 91, 
an unripe old age where he was coming from. 1 
saw bim three years ago in the United States 
and he still remembered the lyrics of old songs 
to the word, and sang them enthusiastically 
with the aid of libation. After a baule with 
prostate cancer for almost a couple of decades, 
ће finally said, heck, might as well go. 

About the time he was being buried, 1 end- 
ed up in St. Luke's over an improbable afflic- 
tion—gallstones. I had never had the symptoms 
of gallstones before. ! had never doubled up and 
gasped breathlessly from the pain of it. 1 had 
had cases of indigestion and gas, but that was it- 
But from out of the blue, it struck. | wrote about 
it at the time, or shortly after 1 had the opera- 
tion. Which was pretty sudden: the thing began 
to bother me dawn of Sunday. By Monday ! felt 
like | had landed in the torture chambers of the 
Inquisition. By the time they operated оп me 
nextday, the damn thing was about to burst. In 
the nick of time, as they say. My enemies would 
agree this has been a most cruel year. 

‘At about the same time this happened, my 
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sweet tone now overlays the montage. 

“The images include the kindnesses of friends 
опе now rarely sees. I rushed out to talk with a 
pediatrician, glimpsed midway through an Ad- 
vent Mass. Dr. Mike Celdran lavished care on 
my now grown-up kids. I wanted him to meet 
my lawyer-daughter and her doctor husband, 
visiting for Christmas. But he had let. 

“Thar season comes wherein our Saviours 
birth is celebrated/The bird of dawning singeth 
all night long." one reads in "Hamlet." The over- 
seas Filipino workers too were singing carols 
like “Ang Pasko Ay Sumapit” at the SVD Fathers’ 
Verbiti conference room on Christmas Day. Did 
they sing the old Spanish carols like “Nacio Na- 
cios Pastores"? I don't remember now. 

Verbiti is tucked close to Hadrian's wall in 
Rome. It was festooned with star lanterns, be- 
len, even lechon. But corrosive loneliness con- 
torted the faces of many in that room, separated 
from kith and kin, in “this “hallowed and gra- 
cious time.” One glimpsed in the tears slipping 
past tightly closed eyes, the economic diaspo- 
таз casts. Hidden behind those hefty foreign ex- 
change remittances are: pain, separation, alien- 
ation, trauma even. Tiene cara de hombre, 

Christmas, the Filipino SVD fathers told 
their expat flock, is "Emmanuel God with us" 
in the dark night, even of despair. "There are 
по more unvisited places in our lives." 

Ilinesses in absent family are shattering for 
expats. We trudged to the Crib in Gereja There- 
sia (St. Therese's Church), behind Jakarta's gi- 
ant mall Sarina. Half a world away, alone in a 
Los Angeles ICU room, an economic diaspora 
statistic—my younger brother—lay dying. 


А very cruel yea 
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brothers wife, Milen, was operated on for a 
mass in her head. Fortunately, it proved benign 
and lodged between her brain and cranium, 
which made the operation a little less compli- 
cated. No head operation, as the doctor said, is 
ever uncomplicated. The operation proved a 
complete success, which is a strong argument 
for the existence of God. 

Before these my wife lost an aunt on her fa- 
ther side and a cousin. The aunt died from dis- 
‘ease, the cousin from car accident, as he was 
driving his family home in Dumaguete on East- 
er Sunday. And not long after that, my wife lost 
a couple of other aunts, one also a sister of her 
father and the other a more distant one. 

Friends have died, some have gotten scri- 
ously sick. All of the artists who died this year, 
which I wrote abou some weeks ago, I knew 
personally. The only two 1 didn't know that 
well were George Canseco and Zeneida 
‘Amador, though 1 had met them at one time or 
another. But Г did know Lito Tiongson, Ding 
Nolledo and Nick Joaquin well enough. 

1 had thought five was already too much 
when suddenly Fernando Poe Jr. slumped on 
the table one fine night while at a party and 
went on to meet his Maker. It was enough to 
convince a friend of mine that there was some- 
thing to be said for my theory that artists died in 
pairs, Six to date, For reasons God only knows, 
anists seem the most endangered species in this 
countsy—politicians are the safest. At least 
from the threat of disease, not from the threat of 
bullets. From the threat of bullets, provincial 
journalists qualify for the dubious honor. This 
year saw a whole tribe of them slaughtered 
across the country. 


past 


In January, Jesse phoned. Life is fragile, he 
said. We don't know when we will see each 
other again. Let's meet in Cebu with our then 
86-year-old mother. 

He flew in from LA. Our only sister from 
Toronto arrived. And we joined in from 
Bangkok. We had a laughter-filled week. July, 
our mother went. "Please, No heroic mea- 
sures,” our sister-in-law soberly cautioned the 
cardiac team that rushed in. And by December, 
Jesse was gone, too. 

“The Child of Bethlehem enables us to see be- 
yond the grave. "Death is not the extinguishing 
of life,” the Nobel Laureate Rabindranath 
“Tagore wrote. “It is putting out the lamp be- 
cause dawn has come.” 

"The people who sit in darkness have seen а 
great light,” Isaiah writes. "Kings shall (stream) 
to the brightness of thy rising.” From our third 
floor flat in Bangkok, we'd watch this Thai lady 
slip into the deserted courtyard of the Holy Re- 
deemer Church, Draped in the Advent dawn's 
soft darkness, she'd pray before the picture of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help—until Misa de Gal- 
lo, introduced by Filipino workers, would start, 
Hersilhouette brought Isaiah's lines to mind: 

That silhouette, like the image of a 
‘Muntinlupa prisoner, forms part of our Christ- 
mases past. Clad in sweat-stained detainee 
togs, the prisoner wouldn't budge. If delayed, 
Td miss a dinner appointment. Seeing the 
blank look in my eyes, he murmured: “Don't 
you remember me? We were playmates in Ce- 
bu. My name is Policarpio...” 

There is, we're told, a geography of the 
heart. Like the Magi, we travel its byways, not 
merely from place to place, but from grace to 
grace. It is a search for what endures amid the 
transient. Without fail, we find itin those with 
cara de hambre. 

"And they found the Child with Mary his 
mother,” the story goes. Venite adoremus(Come 
letus adore him). 
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Even before FPJ could be carried to his final 
resting place, another tragedy struck, This 
time it was Jose de Venecin’s daughter, KC, 
‘who perished in a blaze that hit his house, KC 
was trapped in the bathroom while the fire 
raged around her. Joe and Gina were incon- 
solable, and 1 can only offer my deepest condo- 
lences to them. There are no words to express 
how a parent must feel at this absolute loss. 

Some weeks ago, T brought a musician 
friend to UST to the same doctor that operated 
‘on my sister-in-law. He needed a second opin- 
ion on his 10-year-old daughter who was diag: 
nosed with cancer of the brain stem. The doc. 
tor, Ed Tan, a man whose brilliance is marched 
only by his magnanimity, reached his conclu: 
sion almost as soon as he saw the X-rays. It was 

їп stem glioma, he said, and unfortunately 
it was inoperable. It was not that uncommon, 
he said, It was a cancer cell that resided in 
some babies and for some reason tended to 
manifest itself at that age and in the brain 
stem. The doctor gently admonished my 
friend, as my friend broke into sobs, to just try 
to make the best with what time he has left 
with his kid. My heart broke. 

‘Then, only a few weeks ago, three storms 
pounded the Prelature of Infanta, causing 
‘mountains to crumble and fall down on men, 
women and children. Especially children, their 
bones crushed by the logs that hurtled along 
with the loosed earth and floodwater. A priest 
died there, after rescuing a barangay from im- 
pending doom. These deaths do not just elicit 
lament, they incite anger. The kids in particu: 
lar would not be dead if the logs hadn't fallen 
down on them, and those logs would not have 
fallen down on them ifthe Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources had not given 
people the license to cut them, This tragedy 
‘was nor wrought by the hand of God, it was 
wrought by the hand of greed. 

On top of everything, Gloria Macapagal-Ar 
royo became President this year. I did not say 
мол as President. There's difference. 

"This has been one very cruel year. 
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FOR Speaker Jose de Venecia and wife Gina, ће 
problem was how to cope with the sudden death 
of their daughter KC, who was plucked from life 
at the tender age of 16 by a hideous fire that gut- 
ted their residence. Over the past five days, hun- 
dreds of people from all over the country and 
even abroad streamed into the Santuario de San 
Antonio in Forbes Park to condole with the De 
Venecias in their hour of grief, but letting go of KC 
was still the problem. Spiritual leaders—from 
Bro. Eddie Villanueva to Fr. Sonny Ramírez—and 
friends (that included President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо and former President Aquino) advised them 
toet go of KC and entrust her fully to the Lord. 


Yesterday morning, the grieving family joined 
by relatives and friends led by GMA and the First 
Gentleman, Vice President Noli de Castro and 
Senate President and Mrs. Franklin Drilon, did 
just that. After the funeral Mass concelebrated 
by Bishop Antonio Tobias of Novaliches, Msgrs. 
Nico Bautista, Augusto Laban and Jaime Bo- 
quiren, and Fr. Tony Rosales, came the intimate 
eulogies from family and friends that were like a 
letting-off of steam. Then everyone was ushered 
outside into the gardens where photos of KC in 
different stages of her life were mounted, To the 
singing by Lea Salonga and Donita of "Happi- 
ness,” КС? favorite song, she was "lifted up” to 
heaven with the symbolic gesture of the assem- 
bled crowd releasing pink and white balloons in- 
to the ай. This was followed by the release of 500 
butterflies into the trees, recalling Psalm 55:6: "T 
said, Oh that I had the wings. .I would fly away 
and be at rest.” "Goodbye, KC, goodbye,” said 
the crowd which then burst into applause, By 
then, few eyes were dry. Then the immediate 
family left to bring the urn draped in hot pink 
silk, that bore KC's ashes, to the crypt below the 
church. As Gina told relatives over lunch later, 
“There 1 made my goodbye to КС” and she felt 
better. The tautness of grief lifted from her face 
and JDV's, as the peace brought about by the ac- 
ceptance of God's will descended on them. 

The beautiful church and garden cere- 
monies for KC's send-off to heaven were or- 
chestrated by Gina's sisters, Marichu Maceda, 
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Chona Ampil and Bechay Nakpil, Gina's daugh- 
ter Carissa Cruz and friend Yeyette Albert. The 
butterflies were supplied by Marichu's son, Ed- 
mond Maceda, who began breeding them fora 
hobby, but lately as a profession (he did a but- 
terfly house for his mom and for Camp John 
Hay and is doing one in Boracay). 


In his eulogy, the Speaker said many indeed 
had asked him and Gina to let KC "fly like a dove 
‘on eagles’ wings” so she can join their departed 
relatives in the great beyond. Referring briefly to 
the two funerals of KC and "our friend" (FPJ), 
JDV committed a blooper by listing his 81-year- 
‘old mother-in-law, Azucena Vera Perez, among 
the departed relatives, but son Chris quickly cor- 
rected it, to everyone's amusement. "Rindido na si 
Joe (Joe is very tired),” said someone, but it 
helped break the tension inside the church. 

JOV recalled that he has been through many 
setbacks in his life, including his financial de- 
bacle in the Middle East in the late "70s, where 
he had to worry about getting 5,000 co-work- 
ers out of harm's way, and his loss in the presi- 
dential elections in 1998. “But nothing can 
compare to the grief of losing a daughter so 
young and so unaffected,” һе rued, noting 
their tragic helplessness in rescuing her as she 
was suffocated by smoke and burned by fire. 
What comforts JDV, however, was the revela- 
tion of Fr. Bernie Carpio of Don Bosco School 
that a week before she died, KC made a general 
confession with him. Don’t grieve, said the 
priest, “your daughter is in heaven now.” 


But such is life's mystery that out of tragedy 


From an old Christmas 


"ARE you ready?” asked his wife who was stand- 
ing by the door. Concha handed the general а 
plastic bag. “Use my car, okay? 1 insist. It’s safer.” 
She was almost whispering. 

“OF course,” he assured his wife. Just tell the 
guests I was suddenly summoned to headquarters 
and will be back before sundown. Tell my sisters. 
They'll understand. l'm sure many of them will stil 
be around for supper" He looked around for his 
daughter, but Amelia had gone back to the living 
room to mingle with the guests. It was as if she did 
тог want to see her father slip away. Such mo- 
ments she usually left to her mother to handle, 

The general bussed his wife on the cheek then 
boarded the car. Two men were with him. 

‘The one-and-a-half-hour ride to Bulacan was 
smooth. The general was alone in the backseat. 
He stretched his neck, pulled back his head and 
put on his dark glasses. He told the driver to turn 
off the air conditioner and open the windows. He 
liked the wind on his face. The men with him 
stopped their conversation thinking the general 
wanted to doze off. But the general was wide 
awake, his eyes were wide open. 

‘The expressway was practically empty and the 
саг was running at very high speed. Through the 
open windows the general could see the fields, the 
lamp posts, the houses, the trees streaming past 
him and he felt like the car was slicing through it 
all, The highway was like the Red Sea parting, he 
thought. He felt small and a little overwhelmed. 

‘The general had not seen Augusto for more 
than four years. The last time he saw him was a 
few months before the dictator—the old dog, he 
called him—was toppled. That was during the 
preparations for the 1986 snap elections. 

‘That time Augusto and the general met secret- 
ly in a posh apartment in Manila. He was a 
colonel then, and Augusto, said to be a high-rank- 
ing official of the underground communist move- 
ment, was rumored to have been killed in an en- 
counter with government troops in the Caraballo 
mountains in Bulacan. It was quite a reunion for 
the brothers, with Augusto having a good laugh 


OVERLOOKING a little valley on the outskirts of 
Davao is a little rubber plantation, The view from 
modest piece of property is attractive though 

tle sad-for the destruction ofthe countryside 

in the vicinity of the plantation is just a matter of 
е uprooting of greenery to make way for 


In the middle of the plantation stands a litle 
wooden house, the materials of which—wood 
from rubber trees—tell a story typical of the frus- 

ious citizens face when dealing 
with the agencies of our Republic, Not just the 
wood, actually; the whole plantation itself is a 
testament to the shortcomings (if one wants to 
use a relatively kind word) of our society. Lets. 
talk of the plantation, first. Then the house. 

‘The plantation is owned by Mrs. __, a resi- 
dent of Davao for nearly 40 years now. She is an 
exceedingly slender, soft spoken woman of 60 or 
so years, She wears glasses, has white hair (none 
of that denial of elderliness which afflicts so many 
women of her age), is an artist by profession and 
definitely a cultivated person. 

Her father served as a judge and when she was 
small, they moved from province to province, de- 
pending on where her father would be assigned. 
‘They stayed longest in Iloilo where the war over- 
took them, and where she received her education. 
Sometime’ after the war, the family settled in 
Davao where her father, like во many others, found 
а small measure of prosperity by cultivating land. 
Tn the mid-'SOs, her father died. His will specified 
that she was to be given the title to the little rubber 
plantation and some other pieces of land. 

But she was not informed of this. She went on 
with her life, marrying, then separating from an 
Englishman by whom she had three children— 
two sons and a daughter. Her eldest son died trag- 
ically while climbing Mount Apo, where he is 
buried. Her daughter has become a scientist and 
is struggling to get the grants necessary to pursue 
her fieldwork on forest fauna for her doctorate. 
Her other son, the youngest, finished ac UP and 
now works for a desktop publishing firm in the 
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and quoting the ailing dictator himself: “Rumors 
about my death are extremely exaggerated.” 

Everyone knew the general had this brother. 
This never jeopardized his promotion. In fact, this 
thing had been used time and again—by both the 
old regime and the new one—to plead for what 
the general referred to as “so-called unity" 
Worse, sometimes, one side or the other in the 
armed conflict would hint at having on their side, 
“the better brother.” This pained him so. 

‘The general preferred to recall the litle things. 
He remembered exactly what day it was when Au- 
gusto almost drowned in the Tabucan river in loi 
where they grew up. That was on a Palm Sunday. 
He was 15 and Augusto was 10. The big boys were 
having fun in the river. The small boys were 
shooed away. But Augusto decided to show off and 
tried swimming across the river by himself. He 
never made it to the other side. Somewhere in the 
middle of the river, he started to bob up and down, 
he was drowning and gasping for breath. The big 
boys fished him out and pumped water out of him. 
What an embarrassment he was to his big brother. 

"The last time the brothers visited that river to- 
gether was more than 25 years ago in the after- 
noon of Christmas Day. Emmanuel Santos was a 
fresh graduate of the military academy then and 
Augusto was still in college doing anthropology. 

“We're almost there, sir,” the driver said. “But 
you have го tell me where to turn, sir” The gener- 
al took out a piece of paper on which he had writ 
ten the instructions given him. In about 10 mi 
utes they were in the place. “Stay in the car," he 
ordered his two men, “but be alert. 

The general picked up the plastic bag and went 
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She has always lived modestly; money has nev- 
er been easy to come by, but she managed to edu- 
cate her children and own a small home in Davao 
City, where she could paint and engage in envi- 
ronmental activism—one of her most passionate 
advocacies being the preservation of Mount Apo, 
which is suffering from the effects of a govern: 
ment geothermal project. 

Her life was rocked when her sister—with 
whom she has not been particularly close—told 
her around 16 years ago that her father had left 
her properties, Due to some financial difficulties, 
her sister had to sell some land, which required 
Mrs. — "sconsent.It turned out she was part- 
owner of the land in question. It became apparent 
that there were other smallholdings in her name, 
100: the fruits and income from which her sister 
had been enjoying for 40 years. 

When Mrs. found out that her father's 
legacy had been withheld from her for nearly half 
а century, and would have been withheld God 
knows how much longer if necessity hadn't made 
her sister admit she had the land, Mrs. — de- 
cided to fight to gain custody of the land that was 
rightfully hers. 

‘Just one case—on the rubber plantation—took 
seven years and this was promptly appealed by 
her sister, thus further prolonging Mrs. __% 
agony. Other cases remain unresolved, delayed 
by footdragging attomeys and judges (who 
turned out to be the neighbors of her sister or 
who were reassigned), and by mysterious rulings 
which seemed to have little to do with the law 


OPINION 
KC sent off with balloons and 


butterflies 


comes something good. JDV revealed that GMA 
and Drilon have agreed to his proposal that some 
P25 million to P30 million of the new budget be 
used to purchase critical fire-fighting equipment 
such as asbestos suits and grill cutters, for at least 
the big cities. In fact this morning, a demonstra- 
Чоп will be made by the Subic Fire Department of 
its modem equipment at the Dusit Nikko Hotel 
Makati, and hopefully this would entice that city 
toinvestinthem. 

Joe and Gina's 18-year-old son, Christo- 
pher, proved he was a chip off the old block by 
eulogizing his sister, “my best friend and the 
woman in my life, who made me a fighter just 
like her" in an easy extemporaneous style. 
Chris revealed that he and KC had made а pact 
to go to Las Vegas for her 21st birthday and 
bust all their savings there, but it was not 
meant to be. KC's best friend at International 
School, a 10th Grade student named Harvey 
Alumisin, tearfully recalled their crazy es- 
capades and how they had their photo taken. 
last Thursday, just hours before she died. 

The US-based Leslie de Venecia Norton, 
 JDV's daughter by an earlier marriage, recount- 
ed the interesting circumstances of the De 
Venecias "blended family" which was really 
composed of three separate families. 1f JDV is 
the master of the win-win solution and the su- 
per-peacemaker, he obviously got his training 

his complex family structure. KC's elder half- 
brother, Felipe Cruz III, talked about how his 
favorite baby sister must now be changing the 
way heaven runs. 

Actress Kris Aquino, one of KC's ninangs in 
baptism, admitted that she had not been such а 
good ninang to KC over the years as her career 
took off. But curiously, the night KC died, Kris 
sent her a Christmas gift just before the fire broke 
‘out. She also recalled how she spoke on the 
phone with Gina de Venecia that night and the 
latter told her, “Mabigat ang pakiramdam ko." 
Kris promised KC that now that she's no longer 
around to bring joy to her parents, she (Kris) will 
try to help them learn to smile again. 


story 


ош of the car. He walked a few steps then took 
ош а white handkerchief and held it with his left 
hand. He pretended to wipe his forehead with the 
handkerchief. A тап wearing a baseball cap 
‘emerged from somewhere and asked, "Are you 
from Managua?" It was a code. “Yes, 1 am from 
Managua,” the general answered. 

The man wearing a baseball cap led him to a 
hut by the river. Augusto was there alone, waiting 
for him. “Manong Em,” Augusto exclaimed as he 
embraced the general who was very tall. The gen- 
eral did not say a word. He buried his face in his 
brothers thick black hair, he held him tightly for 
many seconds and rocked him from side to side, 
He inhaled him. Augusto smelled of the river, the 
brown fields and laundry soap. 

"Lets sit down,” Augusto said, pulling two 
bamboo benches. The general's eyes were follow- 
ing Augusto's hands. 

“I brought you this,” the general said. "Ham. I 
sliced them myself last night. Concha and Amelia 
send their love.” 

“How are they, Manong?" Augusto asked. 

"Oh, still the career women....but we've grown 
closer over the years. And your. .?" 

“Roja is fine, after that bout with malaria.” 

‘They were by themselves in the hut by the river 
for about 30 minutes. Except for the gust of De- 
cember wind, there was not a stir on the outside. 
‘The brothers were seated by the window that 
looked out to the flowing water and the wide ex- 
panse of craggy fields. They spoke in a low voice 
bur twice or thrice they broke into peals of laugh- 
ter which the wind caught and carried to the open 
sky and far away to the Caraballo mountains. 

Makabuluhang Pasko! Given the series of recent 
disasters, this Christmas season should be a liber- 
ating one for most of us, for we need not prepare 
for the usual gift-giving and merry-making for 
ourselves and those dear to us. Its clear, so very 
clear, where our Christmas energies should go. 
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and more with behind-the-scene interventions. 

Bur at least she was able to take possession of 
the rubber plantation. A majordomo and his wile, 
who faithfully worked for her sister for decades 
only to be relieved of their duties the moment her 
sister felt they were a litle too old, are helping 
Mrs. — administer the property. “I don't know 
what Teould have done without them," she says. 
"The couple seems happy working once more on 
the land they know so well—for an employer who. 
considers them partnels instead of mere hire- 
lings. 

When she tok over the land, she had some un- 
healthy rubber trees cut down. When she tried to 
sell the lumber, she was harassed by the local office 
ofthe Department of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources, which sent inspectors to berate her for not 
having secured a permit to cur down the trees, 
even insinuating that she would face penalties if 
she tried то sell the logs—although, of course, fora 
small consideration, all the difficulties could be 
made to vanish. 

She would not bribe them; she couldn't stick the 
logs in the ground and order them to grow leaves 
once again, which is what the DENR seemed to 
want her to do. So she built a litte house. 

It was on the balcony of that litte house that 1 
spent an afternoon with Mrs. who had invit- 
ed friends to visit her. This was eight years ago. This 
is how I heard the story of the house and her land. 

‘She talked of many things that afternoon. Of 
Justice and how itis so easily denied. Of personal 
tragedies and how itis so important, and so diffi- 
cult to move on and retain one's faith in one's fel- 
low human beings. She talked with wisdom and 
compassion, and most of all, gratitude: for those, 
like the majordomo and his wife, who have made 
a difference in her life; for the small blessing in 
recovering the plantation, which offers hope of 
an improved financial standing for her, when 


most oder people experience ihe opposite as - 


they approach old age. | remember her at Christ- 
mastime, because her story is like so many others, 
and yet so different in its happy ending. 


z А 
Different Christmas 


IS it just me, oris this year's Christmas indeed different? 

Thaven'tyet felt the glow and excitement that usually en- 
gulfs my being once the 100-day countdown till Christmas 

is. Few houses have Christmas decorations, and it's De- 
cember, and the brightness that I used to see outside my bed- 
room window in past Decembers is nowhere yet. I remember 
reminding my Mom about putting up the Christmas décor af- 
ter All Souls’ Day. But 
until two weeks ago, 
there was no sign of 
the cute little pine 
tree on top of the 
table in our home 
near my school, or of 
the 6-feet Christmas 
tree in our house in 
Novaliches. 

Christmas has al- 
ways been a much- 
awaited day for most. 
people, and ever since I was a kid, T have always looked for- 
ward to it with much anticipation as a big celebration. And 1 
still have many recollections of how it was then. 

COD, a department store in Cubao (it has already closed 
shop), would deck a portion its facade with a "presentation" 
depicting a Christmas scene. Its uniqueness attracted people. 
from all walks of life, from different parts of the metropolis, 
who trooped to Cubao by the hundreds, night after night 
during the whole Yuletide season just to watch it. For years, 
it was definitely a Christmas event in Metro Manila. 

remember that COD would start putting up its yearly "pre- 
sentation” in October, and "put on the show" starting late 
November. Then it was gone, The next thing I knew was some. 
thing similar was being done in Greenhills. Every year, on my 
birthday, which is the 28th of December, my father would hie 
the whole family and my cousins off to Greenhills to watch it. 
He would also bring us to the "Disney on Ice" at the Big Dome, 
which all of us—kids and adults alike—really enjoyed, We 
‘would watch the skaters do their stuff, performing on ice the 
different Disney classics. We would stand underneath the gi 
ant tree and take some pictures of my cousins. After the show, 
we would eat at а very good restaurant and watch the COD 
show Jater on. I really loved those moments, and even though 
Tm already 14, 1 miss those old times. 

Now, we have Policarpio Street in Mandaluyong, where 
residents fill their front gates with Christmas lights and deco- 
rations, thus becoming a “tourist destination” of sorts during 
the Christmas season. 1 fee! that the blinking lights match 
with the cold Christmas breeze. But, somehow, the glit 
ter—not only of the lights at Policarpio and on the enormous 
pine tree—and ће usual joy of the season seem to be fading. 

1 pause to think about what has happened to this once 
merry time of the year. Then it hits me—the economy, the 
unstable economy is adding wrinkles instead of laugh lines. 
on almost everyone's face. This is aggravated by our so. 
called leaders who would rather come up with short-term 
goals and temporary solutions for long-term problems. 
Congress has allowed itself every conceivable distraction to 
keep itself from passing important bills. Its members would 
rather make sure of getting their individual shares of the 
pork barrel and sit pretty in their cozy chairs. 

Tm not putting the blame on the government, It just con- 
tributes to making Christmas worse than ever, with the price 
of basic necessities continually going up and its officials do- 
ing nothing about this. 

‘My Christmas this year might not be as dazzling as the 
ones 1 had previously; but there are many others whose 
Christmas will be dim, dark and painfully cold. Гог nature 
has taken revenge for the abuse by humans of its gifts. The 
recent calamity that killed hundreds of people, destroyed 
properties and deprived thousands more of their livelihood, 
has taken away from them the joy of Christmas, Never will 
their Christmas be the same ever again. 

‘As Christmas draws near, I am still hoping for a big celebra- 
tion. Even without the school party and with the dwindling 
number of carolers, Dec. 25 will come, whether we like itor not. 
Tm not pessimistic about Christmas, but it is really different. 
Something is wrong, and this should be corrected. Yuletide is for 
everyone. It should spread cheer among people, it should raise 
new hopes of a brighter tomorrow for the nation. 1 wish that 
things will be again what they used to be, and as they should be. 


Younc BLoop 


Roehl Niño Bautista 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Roehl Niño Bautista, 14, is a third year student and associate 
managing editor for Tanglaw, the school paper of Claret School 
of Quezon City. 


‘Perfect Christmas’ 


Jose Ramon М. Quintos 


CHRISTMAS, for all the merry-making, gift-giving and 
avowals of love, never fails to make me lonely. As far as 1 can 
remember, 1 have always yearned for a different kind of 
love—with a twist as romantic as that in the Christmas 
movie “Love Actually" 

Every year, after the traditional Christmas gathering at my 
mother's ancestral home, I end up wondering about the spe- 
cial girl whom I am going to meet someday one way or an- 
other. 1 try to imagine the texture of her hands within the 
solitary dream world that is my mind. 1 try to listen to the 
timbre of her voice as I close my eyes, further retreating into 
the realm of the unconscious. In the loneliness of moments 
such as these, I console myself by thinking about that perfect 
Christmas. 

‘What is the perfect Christmas? Jose Mari Chan eloquently 
captures this dream of mine with the lyrics of one of his great 
songs. Indeed, an ideal celebration of Christmas does not 
‘wholly depend on where you celebrate it or what gifts you 
receive though, sadly, many people measure the meaning of 
Christmas thus, The perfect Christmas, from a romantic yet 
truly Christian, point-of-view, is an expression of our gen- 
uine, selfless love. 

The treasures of Christmas are striking in their simplicity. 
If one is fortunate enough to come across Christmases as 
vividly depicted in Jose Mari Chan's immortal hit, he or she 
does not need to search through the dark recesses of the 
Earth's center since the perfect Christmas is simply about en: 
joying a wonderful moment with your better half, 

Christmas is two days away. I have absolutely no reason to 
think that Dec. 25, 2004 would be different from the Christ- 
mases of the past years. One can only pause and enjoy the 
sanctity of the moment. 


Jose Ramon N. Quintos, 19, is a second year AB Management 
Economics student at the Ateneo de Manila Unjversity. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Ifyou are sending your contributions by e-mail, please ud- 
dress ít to youngbloodQinquirercom ph together with your 
address and information about your age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. 
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Let’s save, use our forests 


WWEPhilippines decries the senseless 
loss of lives caused by the recent land- 
slides and the shameless exploitation of 
our natural resources. 

‘The knee-jerk call for a total log 
‘ban—coming froma government that has 
chosen to exclude environment from йз 
10-point agenda—may look like a great 
idea. But will it solve the problem? Espe- 
cially since both the executive and judi- 
cial branches of government have shown 
themselves to be unwilling to do their 
share in the enforcement of existing 
forestry laws. 

The total log ban proposal only proves 
how easily we can complicate and mask 
the problem by dodging the simple solu- 
tion: a forestry program through commu- 
nity-based forest management (CBFM). 

Like it or not, we need wood—especial- 
ly our indigenous peoples and many of 
our forest communities—for household 
use and for income-generation. To these 
people, our forest resources serve as their 
only economic lifeboat. This is their right. 
"These small groups can do little to cause 
harm to the forests. With national govern- 
ment failing in its duty to protect our re- 
‘maining forests, these small groups may 
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actually be our only hope in protecting 
them. 

In 1996, at the instance of the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources, President Ramos declared CBFM 
as the national strategy for forest man- 
‘agement to promote the socio-economic 
upliftment of forest communities through 
sustainable forest extraction. Equip the 
community with sound ecological and 
‘economic guidelines so they can leam 
how to responsibly use, benefit and pro- 
tect something inherently theirs. 

WWE believes that the recent catastro- 
phe will serve as a catalyst for the DENR 
to start taking its creation, the CBFM, 
more seriously. 

CBEM prevents large-scale illegal log- 
ging done in the guise of legitimacy. It 
helps the community regard its natural 
resources as a life support system that 
should be preserved through generations. 
Rather than waiting for decades for 
forests to spring back to life on their own, 
years should be dedicated in training for- 
est communities to effectively manage 
their forests. In the last 100 years, we 
have logged more than 95 percent of our 
old-growth forests. Enough is enough. 
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А successful forest management pro- 
gram takes time, but the one thing we 
don't have to wait for is the opportunity 
for some major changes. There are solu- 
tions available today. The quickest solu- 
tion is nora total log ban. Yes, commercial 
logging must be stopped. But, the nation- 
al and local governments must show that 
they mean business: they simply have to 
enforce the law. After all, we are in the 
age of environmental justice. And what 
else could be more just than giving back 
the responsibility of forest management 
to the hands of forest-based communi- 
ties? This is something we decided to do 
almosta decade ago. What are we waiting 
for? 

—LOUELLA BELTRAN, 
media officer, 
WWEPhilippines, 

World Wide Fund for Nature, 
LBI Building, 

57 Kalayaan Avenue, QC, 
kkpgwwLorg.ph 


Harmful to Philippine economy 


THIS letter is in response to the news 
item: "UP economists ask Church to 
soften population stand." (PDI, 
12/1/04) The paper, titled “Population 
and poverty: the real score," which was 
cited in the report, illustrates a com- 
plete lack of logic on the part of the 17 
economists from the University of the 
Philippines who authored it. Firstly it 
shows a lack of understanding of 
Catholic teachings. Secondly, the date 
that the researchers collected to 
prove” that large family sizes cause 
poverty was interpreted with unscien- 
tific bias. The economists failed to con- 
sider that large family sizes could result 
from poverty, and пос the other way 
around. 

Та a country whose economy is cen- 
tered on manual labor, it only makes 
sense that parents would view a large 
family, with its resultant helping hands, 
asa ticket aut of poverty. The paper fur- 
ther states that “rapid population 
growth and high fertility rates" in- 
crease poverty. However, statistics from 
the Population Division of the Depart- 
ment of UN Economic and Social Af- 
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fairs show that the fertility rate of the. 
Philippines has been steadily dropping. 
to replacement level, even without the. 
widespread use of artificial contracep- 
tion methods. 

Pushing for nationwide population 
control could actually be detrimental to 
the Philippine economy It could cause 
the total fertility rate to drop below re- 
placement level. A decrease in popula- 
Чоп means a decrease in the nation's 
market size, and a smaller market could 
mean a decrease in the economy. Also, 
unlike in countries that offer a reliable 
national pension fund, Philippine par- 
‘ents with no or few children will have 
no means to support themselves in their. 
old age; as a result, many could die from 
starvation and lack of medical care. 

These patterns are already becom- 
ing evident. It is interesting that the 
‘economics professors of UP have failed 
to grasp concepts that are evident even 
to high school students. 

—PATRICIA ARGIA REYNOSO LAWS, 
105 Mango Drive, 

Ayala Alabang, 

‘Muntinlupa City 
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Dual citizenship: its merits 


SHORT of saying “alis diyan,” Conrado de 
‘Quiros perorated and flayed dual citizens, 
particularly his pet peeves—the Filipino 
Americans—in his column "Still sense of 
country." (PDI, 11/10/04) 

As a relocatee to Manila out of the San 
Francisco-Bay Area, California, may I say 
in response: 

1. Relocatees have not been given spe- 
cial treatment or accommodations. And 
We abide by the home court rules. 

2. The Philippines has gone begging 

for foreign investments. What's so 
onerous about dual citizens investing 
in the country closest to their hearts? 
Chances are profits will stay here and 
wealth will spread out readily even 
among long lost relatives and hangers- 
on. 
3. Dual citizens lead ordinary lives; 
they pay the same taxes and government. 
fees slapped on all mortals of this repub- 
lic. My electric/water bills are taxed. So 
are my bank accounts. 

"True, we don't pay individual income 
taxes, otherwise we'd end up being taxed. 
twice for the same income because our 
earnings are already taxed by the country 
where we earn them. If De Quiros insists 
‘on subjecting overseas Filipino workers to 
“double taxation,” he could go the way of 
Joan of Arc—burned at the stake. Dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos tried to tax immi- 
grants but he hit a blank wall. 

4. Loyalty and war draft? These are 
non-issues. The majority of dual citizens 
are war veterans and retirees who prefer 
to be laid to rest in the place they were 
born. Would the Philippines declare war 


оп America or countries which have Fil- 
ipinos as dual citizens? In what time 
frame? This is all a figment of imagina- 
tion on overdrive. 

“Duals” are solid citizens and are finan- 
cially stable, a good source of foreign cur- 
rency that gets injected into the main 
money stream. They are economic boost- 
ers who invigorate consumer spending, 
help expand the real estate market (more. 
tax collections), create more jobs and in- 
crease productivity 

Duals have experience and distinct 
skills that they could impart to the 
munity, They are not used to flouting 
laws, they are conscious of recycling, 
they do not pee on walls or spit on side- 
walks and throw trash with noncha- 
lance. 

Even in death, duals contribute to the 
economy by covering funeral expens- 
es—buying the flowers and paying the 
church stipend and fees for the rituals, 
memorial or cemetery plots. Duals vali- 
date President Clinton's quip: “Its the 
economy stupid!” 

Duals are half-baked Filipinos: neither 
cam- they vote due to residency require- 
ments nor can they run for office. Mean- 
time, Mexican-Americans cross borders to 
vote. Angelina Jolie, star of the movie 
“Alexander,” has just been offered dual 
citizenship by Cambodia due to her roots. 
Over 30 countries have dual citizens. 
Gould they be wrong and De Quiros right 
by his lonesome self about dual citizen- 
ship? 

—BENS. SIMPAO, 
bsimpao7778 yahoo.com. 


How to implement environment laws 


DINGALAN'S parish priest, Fr. Antonio 
Evangelio, identified logging as the cause 
of the recent floods and landslides. Ac- 
cording to Environment Secretary Mike 
Defensor, illegal logging was the cause of 
the flash floods. A municipal mayor 
blamed the  charcoakmakers and 
kaingeras (slash-and-burn farmers) for 
the disaster. (PDI, 12/1/04) 

‘Ofcourse, another cause is laxity in im- 
plementing existing laws. We have Re- 
public Act 3092, the anti-illegal logging 
law and Presidential Decree 705, the for- 
estreform law. 

Letter-writer Paul R. Mortel once ob- 
served that we have a substantial number 
of laws that are unimplemented for lack of 
money. Because of this, he appealed to the 
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members of the 13th Congress to take a 
leave of absence, adding that the savings 
to be derived from this move can be used 
in implementing laws. (PDI, 10/26/04) 
Mortel is right. The suspension of the 
operations of the 13th Congress will free 
the allotted budget for the lawmakers and 
their staff for the implementation of envi- 
ronmental laws. As early as 1999, Eligio 
Soliman, Pangasinan environment offi- 
cer, has been saying that the province has 
only 37 forest guards protecting 130,423, 
hectares of forest. For lack of funds we 
cannot hire the needed number of forest 
guards. 
—ELIGIOM. PASTORIN, 
92 Paraiso St, 
Parang, Marikina City. 
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ЕР] funeral draws TV 


STA, CRUZ, Laguna—Several jeepneys, vans and cars full of 
Laguna residents went to the Sto, Domingo Church as early 
as Monday to personally have a glimpse of the remains of 
Fernando Poe Jr. and witness his burial yesterday. 


Vilma Canilang of San Pablo 
City said that as a fan of the late. 
Xing of Philippine movies, she 
went alone to the Sto. Domingo 
Church and waited for several 
hours to view Poe's remains. 
Doris Guerifia and Aileen En- 
riquez, both of San Pablo City, 


Pangil town resident Bebot 
Evasco said she was among those 
who went to Poe's wake. 

She said she was moved by the 
long lines of tireless Poe fans who 
waited without complaints just to 
see their movie (dol. 

"Back їп the province, as early 
as 10 pm. on Tuesday, Laguna 
residents waited to watch on TV 
the live simulcast coverage of the 
necrological services and funeral 
Mass oftheir favorite actor. 

1а Pagsanjan, Laguna where 
Emilio Ramon Ejercito Ш is the 
municipal mayor, a big TV screen 
was playing а popular movie of 
Poe at the town open plaza for ev- 
eryone to view. 

Fausta Acaylar, 76, of Pangil, 
Laguna, said Poe was her favorite 
movie actor She witnessed the 
whole process of the funeral on 
ТУ overnight with daughter Es- 
peranza Espejo, 32, a mother of 
two. 
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Drug suspect shot dead 
TACLOBAN CITY—A drug lord in Eastern Samar 
and a namesake of Northern Samar Gov, Raul 
Daza was shot dead in downtown Borongan, 
Eastern Samar at 4 p.m. on Wednesday. Chief 
Supt. Dionisio Coloma ir. police director of East- 
ern Visayas, said Raul Daza, reportedly the 
biggest drug supplier in Eastern Samar and No. 
15 among the region's most wanted persons, was. 
shat nthe right temple by one of three motorcy- 
lex riding men minutes ater he alighted from his 


‘motorcycle in Real Street. Police said they still 
did not know who killed Daza, who was in the or- 
бег of battle of the Philippine Drug Law Enforce- 
‘ment Agency and was also marked for liquidation 
by the New People's Army. 

Joey Gabieta, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Cop beaten te death 


САМР GEN, ALEJO SANTOS, Bulacan—A police- 
man was hammered to death by two construction 
workers in Meycauayan last week, according to a 
police report. PO1 Oliver Oullanita, 31, of Mey- 
cauayan and assigned to the Pulilan police died in- 
stanily from severe head injuries. His suspected 
attackers, Alfredo Baclao, 35, and Ricardo Sevilla, 
49, both of Quezon, fled. Police said Quilanita con- 
fronted the suspects on the case of his friend who. 
was allegedly beaten by the two workers. He want- 
ed the suspects to pay the hospitalization expens- 
es but the two refused and instead attacked him. 
Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Wanted man falls 

LATRINIDAD, Benguet—Police in Alfonso Lista, 
Ifugao, arrested а man included in the list of most 
‘wanted persons in the Cordillera on Thursday. A 
report from the Cordillera police office in Camp 
Dangwa here identified the suspect as Joseph 
Taguiling. 37, а native of Quirino. Judge Anastacio 
Angnad of the regional trial court in Alfonso Lista 
issued a warrant for Taguiling's arrest for highway 
robbery. The police offered а P30,000 reward for 
Taguiling'sarrest. PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Fisherfolk rescued 
‘CEBU CITY—Eight fisher- 
теп were rescued by a. 
cargo vessel olf Hiutu- 
‘gan Channel in Cordova, 
Cehu atter two hours of 
floating at sea when their 
‘small айе! copsied at 
11 am. on Dec. 14 due to 
strong waves. Рауой- 
cera Ariel Tera, of he Ce- 
bu Coast Guari. said the 
кептеп, al from Cordova on Mactan Island, were 
holding on to the debris of their wrecked boat when MV 
Euro Dos, a cargo vessel carrying sacks of cement from 
Аро Cement Corp. in Tinaan, Naga to Bacolod City, 
came upon her at 1 pm. Euro Dos captain Efren Borja 
radioed the Cebu Coast Guard which immediately sent a 
‘rubber boat. The survivors were brought to the Cebu 
Coast Guard Station at Pier 3 in Cebu City at past 3 p.m. 
‘They were Remegio Casquio. 47; Dorico Nouo, 60; 
Virgilio Sumagong, 39; Sergio Casquijo, 48; Rlomeno 
Pacaldo, 54; Horcutino Sabas, 65; Dionisio йоу, 47; 
and Nicanor Sitoy, 49. 
 Jhunnex Napaliacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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North Cemetery in Manila for 
their idol's interment. 

Nery de los Reyes of Pangil said 
she was late and almost missed 
the Wednesday Mass at 4 a.m. be- 
cause she stayed awake almost 
overnight to watch the funeral 


But in Pampanga, the home 
province of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo, there has been a little dis- 
play of mourning for the death of 
actor Fernando Poe Jt, Ms Ar- 
royo's closest rival in the May 10 


In the public market in the cap- 
ital city of San Fernando, people 
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меге busy shopping for Christ- 
mas presents. A few stall owners 
were tuned in to their radio and 
ТУ sets, catching updates of Poe's 
burial at the Manila North Ceme- 
tery less than 80 km from here. 

Bob Martin, a newspaper ven- 
dor, said sales were good since 
last week. Tabloids and broad- 
sheets that carried stories on Poe 
sold like hot cakes, he said. 

People, he said, were looking 
for stories about Poe's death and 
his wake. 

Та Cagayan, residents in vari- 
ous villages in Tuguegarao City 
intermittently stopped е 
singing of the Salamon, a tradi- 
tional Ibanag carol, on Tuesday 
night until Wednesday morning 
to watch the tribute to Poe and 
his burial beamed live by various 
networks. 

Villagers who have no TV sets 
huddled in their neighbors’ living 
rooms to watch the coverage. To- 
nette Orejas and Carmela Reyes, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk, and Es- 
tanislao Саде, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau and Romulo Ponte, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


too, marched to the 


Gambling lords called 
to legalization meet 


MATI, Davao Oriental—Davao Oriental Rep. Joel Mayo 
Almatio, chair of the House committee on games and 
amusement, said he has sent out invitations to operators 
ofillegal numbers game in the country to attend the delib- 
erations on the proposal to legalize jueteng, last two and 
masiao. 

Almario said a number of gambling lords, particularly 
from Pampanga, have already confirmed their attendance in 
the committee hearing, which could take place in January. 

“We have already consulted top officials of the Philip- 
pine National Police and the Department of Interior and 
Local Government on the matter. By early January next 
year, operators of illegal numbers game will come to the 
‘House to attend the deliberation on the matter,” he said. 

Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes has earlier азхейдей ЫШ 
tors to work for the legalization of illegal numbers дале, зау Б} 
ing this would help the cash-strapped national government 
raise revenue through collection of bets and prize taxes. 

‘Other government officials supportive of the idea said 
legalizing the numbers game would also curb corruption 
among police and civilian officials and that financiers and 
operators would be forced to pay income taxes. 

Almario said his committee wanted the strong partici- 
pation of gambling lords in the shaping up of the bill, 
which is why they have also planned to conduct similar 
hearings in the Visayas and Mindanao. 

Jueteng is popular in Luzon while masiao is the favorite 
among bettors in the Visayas. Mindanao is more inclined 
to last two, where the winning numbers are taken from 
the lotto results, 

"We need to get their side on the proposal to legalize 
their trade,” Almario said about the invitation extended to 
gambling lords. 

Almario said aside from consulting with gambling 
lords, his committee will also talk with the clergy, non- 
government organizations and the academic sector. 

Ferdinand Zuasola, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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SINGSON shows the room he reserves exclusively for the late 
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Chavit says Бе values 
friendship with FP] 


By Leoncio Balbin Jr. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
сос Sur Gov. 


yc 
Гаа Singson said he 


treasured the 40-year friend- 
ship that he had forged with 
the late actor Fernando Poe 
3 

“Тыоо siyang kaibigan at 
pinangangalagaan ko yon (Не 
is a true friend and I treasure 
that friendship)" Singson 
said. 

But the governor said he 
refuses to attend Poe's buri- 
al. 

Asked why, he said, "Nandun 
si Erap (Erap will be еге)” 
referring to Poe's best friend, 
former President Joseph Estra- 
da. 

Singson and Estrada were 
erstwhile friends and drinking 
buddies. Their friendship was 


broken when Singson, in 2000, 
exposed Estrada's alleged ac- 
ceptance of jueteng money and 


taxes. М оф e» 

The exposé led to Estrada's 
ouster in January 2001. 

Singson said he has kept a 
тоот exclusive for Poe's use in 
his Baluarte estate here. 

The room is on the second 
floor of Singson's three-story 
house. 

Singson visited Poe's wake 
at Sto. Domingo Church on 
Thursday and said he was 
warmly received by Poe's rela- 
tives and supporters. 

Singson said despite his 
support for Poe's rival, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo in the 
May 10 elections, he and Poe 
never engaged in a fight and 
remained friends until the ac- 
tors death. 


AFP says NPA plan to attack Negros foiled 
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By Carla Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—Military officials yes- 
terday said the plan of the New People's 
Army (NPA) to launch offensives in cen- 
tral Negros Occidental was foiled by the 
encounter in Isabela town that left a sol- 
dier and two rebels killed. 

Lt. Col. Abraham Bagasin, 11th In- 
fantry Battalion commanding officer, seid 
soldiers recently received intelligence re- 
ports that the NPA was planning to attack 
either a police station or military detach- 
ment in Isabela and neighboring Binalba- 
gan town. 

He said the report was bolstered by the 
presence of about 50 rebels hiding at Ha- 
cienda Emma, Barangay Camang-Camang, 
Isabela, about 78 km south of this city. 

These rebels, he added, were com- 
posed of the NPA Larangan Gerilya Yunit 
1 and 2, headed by Danilo Bertulano, 


alias Ka Golem, and Romeo Nanta, alias 
Ка Juaning, who had been camping our in. 
the sugarcane field for two days and were 
being fed by supporters. 

Last Monday, Ш. Van Kristoffer Sum- 
beling and 2Lt. Chester Barela led two 
groups of 11th IB Charlie Company sol- 
diers in conducting security patrols in Ha- 
cienda Emma, Barangay Camang-Ca- 
mang that has been categorized as an “in- 
fitrated area." 

While approaching the area, Sumbeling 
said they were met by sniper fire. Pvt. Es- 
mael Arcangeles of Roxas City in Capiz was 
hit in the head and was killed on the spot. 

Ап exchange of gunfire ensued be- 
tween them and the rebel snipers were re- 
inforced by more rebels hiding in the sug- 
arcane field, he added. 

Six soldiers were wounded in the clash, 
which lasted for two hours. 

‘The rebel side suffered two fatalities. 
‘They were Emman Solito of Isabela, and 


Miller Sabio of Guihulngan town in Ne- 
gros Oriental. 

Bagasin said that based on statements 
of the residents, about 20 rebels were ei- 
ther killed or wounded during the gun- 
fight. 

"The soldiers recovered an M-60 light 
machine gun, two M-16 assault rifles, а 
homemade 12-gauge shotgun, assorted 
ammunition and medicines, an ICOM ra- 
dio handset, communist documents and 
personal belongings, which were left be- 
hind in a sugarcane field by the fleeing 
rebels. 

‘There are six Army units, including the 
тий IB Charlie Company headquarters, 
operating in Isabela and Binalbagan. 
Both are near the scene of the encounter 
and are believed to be the targets of at- 
tacks by the NPA, military reports said. 

Alter the encounter, Bagasin said he be- 
lieved that Isabela was spared from the 
NPAS tactical operations. 
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Cops charge 
rebel leader 
with murder 
of lawyer 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau. 


ILOILO CITY—Police have filed a 
criminal complaint against a 
squad leader of the breakaway 
Revolutionary Proletarian Army- 
Alex Boncayao Brigade (АРА. 
ABB) and two other unidentified 
suspects in the killing of Aklan 
lawyer Edgar Calizo Sr. 

‘A murder complaint was filed 
on Monday against Rolly Sescar 
and two other unidentified per- 
sons at the Aklan Provincial Pros- 
ecutor' Office. 

Supt. Odelardo Magayanes, 
acting Aklan police chief, said 
Sescar was identified by two wit- 
nesses as one of the two gunmen 
who repeatedly shot Calizo in 
front of his house on Catleya 
Street, Kalibo town on Nov. 20. 

He said the witnesses identi- 
fied Sescar from 10 photographs 
and video footage of RPA-ABB 
members and leaders. 

One of the witnesses was Cali- 
то% companion on the night he 
was killed. 

When the two arrived at the 
lawyer's residence, the witness 
went out of the victim's Isuzu 
Crosswind to open the garage. 

The suspects suddenly ap- 
peared and shot Calizo. The wit- 
ness sought cover under a parked 
Mercedes Benz when gunfire 
rang out. The gunmen later sped 


déckbacks fron fobiccó tie ТӨК [] ajmotorcycle driven by a 
xm 


suspect. 


17 bullet wounds 

‘The lawyer died inside his bul- 
lecriddled vehicle with at least 
17 bullet wounds in the head and 
body Investigators recovered 
more than 20 bullet shells. 

Magayanes said Sescar leads 
an RPA-ABB unit operating in che 
northern Aklan towns of Nabas 
and Ibajay and in Pandan town in 
‘Antique but he said they had no 
proof that the RPA-ABB was be- 
hind the killing. 

The police official said Sescar 
was supporting tenants involved 
in a land dispute case against a 
client of Calizo. 

The victim's elder brother, 
Manuel "Warren" Calizo Jr. a for- 
mer top official of the New Peo- 
ples Army (NPA) on Panay Is- 
lond, was among those who 
broke away from the NPA in the 
early 1990s and formed the RPA- 
ABB. 

But he later had a falling out 
with the breakaway group and 
has concentrated on running var- 
ious businesses in the province. 
Possibilities 

Manuel earlier said it was pos- 
sible that his former comrades 
murdered his brother because the 
group suspected that the Calizo 
brothers were behind the killing 
Of RPA-ABB Western Visayas com- 
mander Daniel "Mokong" Batoy. 

But the RPA-ABB denied that 
they were behind or even consid- 
ered killing the lawyer, 

“We have never pointed at any 
member of their family as being 
behind the killing of Ka Mokong,” 
RPA-ABB national commander 
Stephen Paduano alias Carapali 
Lualhati earlier told the Inquiten 
in a telephone interview. 


ERRATUM 


The Maintenance Service Charge (MSC) in the new Maynilad Water Tariff effective 
Зап, 1, 2005 remains the same, instead of as published last Dec, 17 & 18, 2004 


Davao to enforce firecracker ban 


DAVAO — CITY—City — officials 


banning the use of firecrackers and тоге than three months but not 


warned residents here against vio- 
lating the firecracker ban, which is 
now on its second year of imple- 
mentation. 

‘The firecracker ban was pushed by 
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte because he 
said the use of firecrackers was a 
stupid reason to lose one's finger. 

When it was implemented, there 
has been no firecracker injury in the 
city. 

City administrator Wendel Avisado 
‘Tuesday said they have strict orders 
from Duterte to implement the law 

D È 


other pyrotechnics during Christmas 
and New Year. 

‘Avisado said under the ordinance, 
even the use of the traditional bam- 
boo cannon is also banned. 

"The mayor wants a zero (injury) 
Incident," Avisado said. 

He said that first time offenders 
will be slapped with a fine of 
P1,000 or imprisonment of not 
more than one month or both atthe 

iscretion of the court. For a second 
offense, the violator will be fined 
P3,000 or imprisonment of not 


less than one month or both fine 
and imprisonment, at the discre- 


in the Notice To Maynilad Water Customers and the Public, 


tion of the court. 


Maintenance Service Charge (MSC) 


For the third offense, a fine of 
P5,000 or imprisonment of not 
more than six months, or both fine 
and imprisonment at the discretion 
of the court, will be meted viola- 
tors. 

‘Avisado also warned businessmen 
against violating the firecracker ban 


Meter Size 
(Peso/connection) 


1 1/4” or 40mm 


or 50mm 
or 75mm 


saying they would not be spared ei- 
ther Anthony Allada, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


‘The resolutions approved by the MWSS Board of Trustees did not cover any 
adjustment in the MSC. 
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FP) funeral draws TV 


STA. CRUZ, Laguna—Several jeepneys, vans and cars full of 
Laguna residents went to the Sto, Domingo Church as early 
as Monday to personally have a glimpse of the remains of 
Fernando Poe Jr. and witness his burial yesterday. 


Vilma Canilang of San Pablo 
City said that as a fan of the late 
King of Ph 
went alone to the Sto. Domingo 
Church and waited for several 
hours to view Poe's remains. 

Doris Guerifia and Aileen En- 
riquez, both of San Pablo City, 
said they too, marched to the 
North Cemetery in Manila for 
theiridol's interment. 

Nery de los Reyes of Pangil said 
she was late and almost missed 
the Wednesday Mass at 4 a.m. be- 
cause she stayed awake almost 
overnight to watch the funeral 


Pangil town resident Bebot 
Evasco said she was among those 
who went to Poe's wake. 

She said she was moved by the 
long lines of tireless Poe fans who 
waited without complaints just to. 
see their moviefdol. 

Back in the province, as early 
as 10 p.m. on Tuesday, Laguna 
residents waited to watch on TV 
the live simulcast coverage of the 
necrological services and funeral 
Mass of their favorite actor. 

In Pagsanjan, Laguna where 
Emilio Ramon Ejercito TII is the 
municipal mayor, a big TV screen 
was playing a popular movie of 
Poe at the town open plaza for ev- 
eryone to view. 

Fausta Acaylar, 76, of Pangil, 
Laguna, said Poe was her favorite 
movie actor. She witnessed the 
whole process of the funeral оп 
ТУ overnight with daughter Es- 
peranza Espejo, 32, a mother of 
two. 


services. 


elections. 
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Drug suspect shot dead 
TACLOBAN CITY—A drug lord in Eastern Samar 
and a namesake of Northern Samar Gov. Raul 
Daza was shot dead In downtown Borongan, 
Eastern Samar at 4 p.m. on Wednesday. Chief 
Supt. Dionisio Coloma Jr. police director of East- 
от Visayas, said Raul Daza, reportedly the 
biggest drug supplier in Eastern Samar and No. 
15 among the region's most wanted persons, was 
‘shot in the right temple by опе of three motorcy- 
 cle-riding men minutes atter he alighted from his 
motorcycle in Real Street Police sad they sill 
did not know who killed Daza, who was in the or- 
der of battle ofthe Philippine Drug Law Enforce- 
ment Agency and was also marked for liquidation 
by the New People’s Army. 

Joey Gabieta, PD! Visayas Bureau 


Cop beaten to death 
CAMP GEN. ALEJO SANTOS, Bulacan—A police- 
‘man was hammered to death by two construction 
workers in Meycauayan last week, according to a 
police report. POT Olver Quilanita, 31, of Mey- 
tavayen and assigned to the Plan police ded in- 
stanly from severe head injuries. His suspected 
attackers, Alfredo Baclao, 35, and Ricardo Sevilla, 
49, both of Quezon, fled. Police said Oulanita con- 
fronted the suspects on the case of his friend who 
маз allegedly beaten by the two workers. He want- 
ed the suspects to pay the hospitalization expens- 
s but the two refused and instead attacked him. 
Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Wanted man falis 

LA TRINIDAD, Benguet—Police in Alfonso Lista, 
Ifugao, arrested a man included in the ist of most 
wanted persons in the Cardllra on Thursday. A 
report from the Cordiliera police office in Сатр. 
Dangwa here identified the suspect as Joseph 
Taguling, 37, a native of Quirino. Judge Anastacio 
 Angnad of the regional trial court in Alfonso Lista 
Issued a warrant for Taguiling's arrest for highway 
robbery. The police offered a P30,000 reward for 
Tagulling's arrest. PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


isherfolk rescued 
CEBU CITY—ight fisher- 
men were rescued bya 
cargo vessel off Hiutu- 
ngan Channelin Cordova, 
Cebu alter two hours of 
floating at sea when thelr 
Smali sailboat capsized at 
11 ал. on Dec. 14 dueto 
strong waves. Petty offi- 
‘cer Ariel Tena, ofthe Ce- 
bu Coast Guard, said the 
fishermen, all from Cordova on Mactan Island, were 
‘holding on to the debris of their wrecked boat when МУ 
Euro Dos, a cargo vessel carrying sacks of cement from. 
‘Apo Cement Corp. in Tinaan, Napa to Bacolod Ciy, 
came upon them at 1 p.m. Euro Dos captain Eiren Borja 
radioed the Cebu Coast Guard which immediately sent 2 
rubber boal The survivors were brought to the Cebu 
Coast Guard Station at Pier 3 in Cebu City at past 3 pm. 
‘They were Remeglo Casqulo, 47; Dorico Nau, 60; 
Угрйо Sumagong, 39; Sergio Сазашйо, 48; Fiomeno 
Pacaldo, 54; Forcutino Sabas, 65; Dionisio Stoy, 47; 
and Nicanor Sitoy, 49. 
Jhunnex Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Davao to enforce firecracker ban 


23 Aurora St, Od Amay District 


But in Pampanga, the home 
province of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo, there has been a little dis- 
play of mourning for the death of 
actor Femando Poe Jr, Ms Ar- 
тоуо' closest rival in the May 10 


Inthe public market in the cap- 
ital city of San Fernando, people 
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were busy shopping for Christ- 
mas presents. A few stall owners 
were tuned in to their radio and 
TV sets, catching updates of Poe's 
burial at the Manila North Ceme- 
tery less than 80 km from here. 

Bob Martin, a newspaper ven- 
dor, said sales were good since 
last week. Tabloids and broad- 
sheets that carried stories on Poe 
sold like hot cakes, he said, 

People, he said, were looking 
for stories about Poe's death and 
his wake. 

In Cagayan, residents in vari- 
ош villages in Tuguegarao City 
intermittently stopped Ње 
singing of the Salamon, a tradi- 
tional Ibanag carol, on Tuesday 
night until Wednesday morning 
to watch the tribute to Poe and 
his burial beamed live by various 
networks. 

Villagers who have no TV sets 
huddled in their neighbors living 
rooms to watch the coverage. To- 
nette Orejas and Carmela Reyes, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk, and Es- 
tanislao Caldez, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau and Romulo Ponte, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


lippine movies, she 


Gambling lords called 
to legalization meet 


MATI, Davao Oriental—Davao Oriental Rep. Joel Mayo 
Almario, chair of the House committee on games and 
amusement, said he has sent out invitations to operators 
of illegal numbers game in the country to attend the delib- 
erations on the proposal to legalize jueteng, last two and 
masiao. 

Almario said a number of gambling lords, particularly 
from Pampanga, have already confirmed their attendance in 
the committee hearing, which could take place in January. 

“We have already consulted top officials of the Philip- 
pine National Police and the Department of Interior and 
Local Government on the matter. By early January next 
year, operators of illegal numbers game will come to the 
House to attend the deliberation on the matter," he said.. 

Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes has earlier аео ҸЕ 
torsto work for the legalization of illegal numbers garnes,saye 
ing this would help the cash-strapped national government 
raise revenue through collection of bets and prize taxes. 

Other government officials supportive of the idea said 
legalizing the numbers game would also curb corruption 
among police and civilian officials and that financiers and 
operators would be forced ro pay income taxes. 

Almario said his committee wanted the strong parti 
pation of gambling lords in the shaping up of the bill, 
which is why they have also planned to conduct similar. 
hearings in the Visayas and Mindanao. 

Jueteng is popular in Luzon while masiao is the favorite 
among bettors in the Visayas. Mindanao is more inclined 
to last two, where the winning numbers are taken from 
the lotto results. 

“We need to get their side on the proposal to legalize 
their trade,” Almario said about the invitation extended to 
gambling lords. 

Almario said aside from consulting with gambling 
lords, his committee will also talk with the clergy, non- 
government organizations and the academic sector. 

Ferdinaad Zuasola, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


{| Femando Poe, mn 


SINGSON shows the room he reserves exclusively for the late 
actor Fernando Poe |r. LEONCIO BALBNPOI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


Chavit says he values 
friendship with FP] 


By Leoncio Balbin Jr. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Aan сїїї.—ибсоз-биг Gov. 
‘Luis®Chavit® Singson said he 
treasured the 40-year friend- 
ship that he had forged with 
the late actor Fernando Poe 
л 

“Totoo siyang kaibigan at 
pinangangalagaan ko yon (He 
в a true friend and 1 treasure 
that friendship)" Singson 
said. 


broken when Singson, in 2000, 
exposed Estrada's alleged ac- 
ceptance of jueteng money and. 
kickbacks from tobacco "excise 
taxes, 8 0 лаб 

The exposé led to Estrada's 
ouster in January 2001. 

Singson said he has kept a 
room exclusive for Poe's use i 
his Baluarte estate here. 

The room is on the second 
floor of Singson's three-story 
house. 

Singson visited Poe's wake 

Bur the governor said he at Sto. Domingo Church on 
refuses to attend Poe's buri- Thursday and said he was 
al. warmly received by Poe's rela- 

Asked why, hesaid, “Nandun tives and supporters. 
si Erap (Етар will be there)" Singson said despite his 
referring to Poe's best friend, support for Poe's rival, Presi- 
former President Joseph Estra- dent Macapagal-Arroyo in the 
da. May 10 elections, he and Poe 

Singson and Estrada were never engaged in a fight and 
erstwhile friends and drinking remained friends until the ac- 
buddies. Their friendship was tor’s death. 


AFP says NPA plan to attack Negros foiled 
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By Carla Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—Military officials yes- 
terday said the plan of the New People's 
Army (NPA) to launch offensives in cen- 
tral Negros Occidental was foiled by the 
encounter in Isabela town that left a sol- 
dier and two rebels killed. 

и. Col. Abraham Bagasin, 11th In- 
fantry Battalion commanding officer, said 
soldiers recently received intelligence re- 
ports that the NPA was planning to attack 
either a police station or military detach- 
ment in Isabela and neighboring Binalba- 
gantown. 

He said the report was bolstered by the 
presence of about 50 rebels hiding at Ha- 
cienda Emma, Barangay Camang-Camang, 
Isabela, about 78 km south of this city. 

These rebels, he added, were com- 
posed of the NPA Larangan Gerilya Yunit 
1 and 2, headed by Danilo Bertulano, 


alias Ka Golem, and Romeo Nanta, alias 
Ka Juaning, who had been camping out in 
the sugarcane field for two days and were 
being fed by supporters. 

Last Monday, Пы. Van Kristoffer Sum- 
beling and 2Lt. Chester Barela led two 
groups of 11th IB Charlie Company sol- 
diers in conducting security patrols in Ha- 
cienda Emma, Barangay Camanj 
mang that has been categorized as an "in 
filtrated area.” 

While approaching the area, Sumbeling 
said they were met by sniper fire. Ри. Es- 
mael Arcangeles of Roxas City in Capiz was 
hitin the head and was killed on the spot. 

‘An exchange of gunfire ensued be- 
tween them and the rebel snipers were re- 
inforced by more rebels hiding in the sug- 
arcane field, he added. 

Six soldiers were wounded in the clash, 
which lasted for two hours. 

The rebel side suffered two fatalities. 
They were Emman Solito of Isabela, and 


Miller Sabio of Guihulngan town in Ne- 
gros Oriental. 

Bagasin said that based on statements 
of the residents, about 20 rebels were ei- 
ther killed or wounded during the gun- 
fight. 

"The soldiers recovered an M-60 light 
machine gun, two M-16 assault rifles, a 
homemade 12-gauge shotgun, assorted 
ammunition and medicines, an ICOM ra- 
dio handset, communist documents and 
personal belongings, which were left be- 
hind in a sugarcane field by the fleeing 
rebels. 

There are six Army units, including the 
11h IB Charlie Company headquarters, 
operating in Isabela and Binalbagan. 
Both are near the scene of the encounter. 
and are believed to be the targets of at- 
tacks by the NPA, military reports said. 

After the encounter, Bagasin said he be- 
lieved that Isabela was spared from the 
МРАЗ tactical operations. 
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Cops charge 
rebel leader 
with murder 
of lawyer 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TLOILO CITY—Police have filed a 
criminal complaint against a 
squad leader of the breakaway 
Revolutionary Proletarian Army- 
Alex Boncayao Brigade (RPA- 
ABB) and two other unidentified 
suspects in the killing of Aklan 
lawyer Edgar Calizo Sr. 

A murder complaint was filed 
on Monday against Rolly Sescar 
and two other unidentified per- 
sons at the Aklan Provincial Pros- 
ecator's Office. 

Supt. Odelardo Magayanes, 
acting Aklan police chief, said 
Sescar was identified by two wit- 
nesses as one of the two gunmen 
who repeatedly shot Calizo in 
front of his house on Catleya 
Street, Kalibo town on Nov. 20. 

He said the witnesses identi- 
fied Sescar from 10 photographs 
and video footage of RPA-ABB 
members and leaders. 

One of the witnesses was Cali- 
205 companion on the night he 
was killed. 

"When the two arrived at the 
lawyers residence, the witness 
went out of the victim's Isuzu 
Crosswind to open the garage. 

The suspects suddenly ap- 
peared and shot Calizo. The wit- 
ness sought cover under a parked 
Mercedes Benz when gunfire 

. rang out. The gunmen later sped 
Én a motorcycle driven by a 


E third suspect. 


17 bullet wounds 

‘The lawyer died inside his bul- 
let-riddled vehicle with at least 
17 bullet wounds in the head and 
body Investigators recovered 
more than 20 bullet shells. 

Magayanes said Sescar leads 
an RPA-ABB unit operating in the 
northern Aklan towns of Nabas 
and Ibajay and in Pandan town in 
Antique but he said they had no 
proof that the RPA-ABB was be- 
hind the killing. 

The police official said Sescar 
was supporting tenants involved 
in a land dispute case against a 
client of Calizo. 

The vicim's elder brother 
Manuel "Warren" Calizo Jr, a for- 
mer top official of the New Peo- 
plés Army (NPA) on Panay Is- 
land, was among those who 
broke away from the NPA in the 
early 1990s and formed the RPA- 
ABB. 

But he later had a falling out 
with the breakaway group and 
has concentrated on running var- 
ious businesses in the province. 


Possibilities 

Manuel earlier said it was pos- 
sible that his former comrades 
murdered his brother because the 
group suspected that the Calizo 
brothers were behínd the killing. 
‘of RPA-ABB Western Visayas com- 
mander Daniel "Mokong" Batoy. 

But the RPA-ABB denied that 
they were behind or even consid- 
ered killing the lawyer. 

"We have never pointed at any 
member of their family as being 
behind the killing of Ka Mokong,” 
RPA-ABB national commander 
Stephen Paduano alias Carapali 
Lualhati earlier told the Inguinen 
in a telephone interview, 


ERRATUM 


The Maintenance Service Charge (MSC) in the new Maynilad Water Tariff effective 


DAVAO — CITY—City officials 
warned residents here against vio- 
lating the firecracker ban, which is 
now on its second year of imple- 
mentation. 

‘The firecracker ban was pushed by 
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte because he 
said the use of firecrackers was a 
stupid reason to lose one's finger. 

When it was implemented, there 
has been no fireeracker injury in the 
city, 

City administrator Wendel Avisado 
Tuesday said they have strict orders 
from Duterte to implement the law 

р k 


banning the use of firecrackers and 
other pyrotechnics during Chrismas 
and New Year. 

Avisado said under the ordinance, 
even the use of the traditional bam- 
boo cannon is also banned. 

"The mayor wants a zero (injury) 
incident," Avisado said. 

He said chat first time offenders 
will be slapped with a fine of 
P1,000 or imprisonment of nor 
more than one month or both at the 
discretion of the court. Fora second 
offense, the violator will be fined 
P3,000 or imprisonment of not 


more than three months but not 
less than one month or both fine 
and imprisonment, at the discre- 
tion of the court. 

For the third offense, a fine of 
PS,000 or imprisonment of nor 
more than six months, or both fine 
and imprisonment at the discretion 
of the court, will be meted viola 
tors, 

Avisado also warned businessmen 
against violating the firecracker ban 
saying they would not be spared ei- 
ther Anthony Allada, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


Jan. 1, 2005 remains the same, instead of as published last Dec. 17 & 18, 2004 
in the Notice To Maynilad Water Customers and the Public, 


Maintenance Service Charge (MSC) 


Meter Size Amount 
(Peso/connection) 

1/4" or 40mm 

a» 

a" 
The resolutions approved by the MWSS Board of Trustees did not cover any 
adjustment in the MSC. 


or 50mm 
or 75mm 
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By Juan Escandor Jr 
Lagonoy, Camarines Sur 


rine life in Lagonoy Gulf, government officials of 
Camarines Sur have launched a campaign to 
protect the second largest body of water in the country. 


A LARMED by the fast-deteriorating state of ma- 


Dubbed “Pasko за Dagat 
(Christmas at Sea), the drive 
launched on Dec. 14 involved 
fisherfolk and sea vessel opera- 
tors in various cultural activities 
that highlighted the importance 
of balance between the use and 


preservation of marine resources. 

The Lagonoy Gulf, a rich fish- 
ing ground where blue marlin 
abounds, lies in the eastern por- 
tion of Camarines Sur. It stretches 
down south to Albay and north- 
east to the island-province of 


ACROSS THE NATION 


Catanduanes, covering an area of 
3,071 square kilometers. 

But the water body is choking 
with problems of unregulated 
cutting of mangrove trees, deteri- 
orating reefs, seagrass and sea- 
weeds, and pollution from indus- 
trial companies. 

A Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources document re- 
veals that only 251 hectares of 
the gulf, or 26 percent of its total 
mangrove area of 1,700 
hectares, remain, Live coral cov- 
er in some areas has consider- 


KENWOOD DVD Home Theater 
System (100W x6) with — 
FREE Groceries worth P500. 


jn 


dn 


HANABISHI Oven Toaster 


ж== 
CHRTS 


APPLIANCE 
PACKAGE 


fn malor 


WESTERN 


TMAS 


THRU 
po 
cem. 
CARDS. 


BASKET OF 


OODIES § FREEBIES 


prices shown are based on 
“gredjt, cards. 0% iterest ^ 


ably decreased. 

The seagrass beds are also said 
to have been disturbed or altered 
as a result of the construction of 
corals and mariculture facilities. 

Josefina Delfin, BFAR assistant 
regional director, said the “large, 
deep and scientifically challeng- 
ing" gulf was bordered by 15 
towns in three provinces, cover- 
ing 165 villages. Some 7,500 fish- 
ing families depend on it for 
livelihood, she said. 

The BFAR, local government 
units and nongovernment organi- 
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zations had taken initiatives since 
theearly 19905 to install a coastal 
resource management (CRM) 
system that addressed the ecolog- 
ical and environmental problems 
ofthe Lagonoy Gulf, Delfin sid. 

The issues of sustainable use 
and ecological preservation are 
common among most fishing 
grounds all over the country, she 
said. 


Important step 

The “Pasko sa Dagat" cam- 
paign is one vital step in draw- 
ing coastal communities to par- 
ticipate directly іп solving 
these issues to ease the long- 
term effects to the environment 
and the peoples livelihood, 
Delfin explained. 

Through it, a government enti- 
ty can reinforce the goal of rais- 
ing peoples awareness on the 
need to participate in managing 
the coastal and marine resources, 
shesaid. 

Six coastal towns, represented 
by some 4,000 fisherfolk and sea 
vessel operators, joined the kick- 
off program on Banong Island in 
lagonoy 

Gov. Luis Raymund Villafuerte 
Jr said the special” Yuletide cele- 
bration sought to achieve a con- 
vergence of marine ecological 
campaigns of LGUs along the 
gulf. 

"We wanted to recruit advo- 
cates of safe fishing technologies 
and practices among the fisher- 
folk themselves and encourage 
the LGUs to initiate the promo- 
tion of sound utilization of ma- 
rine resources in a sustainable 
way,” Villafuerte said. 

‘The “Pasko sa Dagat” also drew 
the participation of the sea vessel 
operators so that they could act 
as guardians of clean marine en- 
vironment in order to enhance 
tourism efforts in the area. 

The campaign stems from Or 
dinance No. 20, which the 
provincial board approved in 
2001. 


Biodiversity 
Villafuerte said the ordinance 
upholds the conservation of bio- 
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TWO JUVENILE whale sharks, 
beached last year along the 
shallow waters of the Lagonoy 
Gulfin Sabang Port, San Jose, 
Camarines Sur, are helped back 
to deeper waters by fisherfolk 


diversity by prohibiting the gath- 
ering, taking or transporting of 
corals, giant clams or spawning 
fish, and the capture of dolphins, 
whales, sea turtles, manta rays, 
whale sharks and other marine 
plant and animal species identi- 
fied in the Convention of Interna- 
Чопа Trade of Endangered 
Species (Cites). 

Ir prohibits construction of 
tourist facilities directly in the 
‘water's edge in certain areas that 
could result in the loss and alter- 
ation of breeding and nursery 
grounds of fish. 

Dumping of garbage and waste. 
from sea vessels is banned at апу 
port and waters within the terri- 
torial jurisdiction of the province, 

Villafuerte said the provincial 
government would undertake the 
marine ecology campaign every 
year. Delfin said the "Pasko sa Da- 
gat” included two of the four 
CRM strategies that che BFAR had 
so far employs—community par- 
ticipation and government inter- 
vention, The other CRM strate- 
gles are NGO intervention and in- 
stitution-building. 


Typhoons won't stop 
bishop’s ‘simbang gabi’ 


Infanta, Quezon 

ESPITE the spate of typhoons that struck north- 
D ern Quezon and Aurora late last month, the 
“simbang gabi" (dawn Masses) tradition lives 
on among victims who flock to churches deep in mud. 
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Bishop Rolando J. Tria Tirona 
of the Prelature of Infanta (Que- 
zon) has been celebrating the 
Masses since Dec. 16 to sustain 
faith and hope in the hearts of his 
suffering constituents 

Tirona also wrote a poem of 
hope shortly before the Masses 
began in the Infanta Cathedral 
and scribbled "Merry Christmas" 
greetings to donors, benefactors 
and parmers. 

"We are strengthened that you 
are still with us as we continue to 
help rehabilitate and rebuild peo- 
ple'slives and families," he said in 
a letter. “For us in the Prelature of 
Infanta, which was hardest hit by 
the recent flash flood tragedy, 
Christmas must go оп. It must be 
solemnly celebrated.” 

“As we carry the heavy load of 
pain and suffering at this time, 
we are consoled and strength- 
ened by the generous hearts and 
hands ready to help us during our 
immediate and urgent needs. 
During those moments of urgen- 
cy, YOU WERE THERE TO HELP 
US!" Tirona said, 

He thanked the donors for 
their kindness and assistance. 
“We think of how the Holy Family 
experienced suffering and uncer- 
tainty as well. Like Mother Mary 
and St. Joseph, we hold on to our 
faith that God is with us.” 

The letter was also signed by 
former prelate and Bishop Emeri- 
tusJulio Xavier Labayen and Dea- 
con Mario Van Loon of the Apos- 
tes of Contemporary Times 
(ACT), relief operations director. 

ACT Sr Rolanda У. Biragay, 
who coordinates relief operations. 
for the flood victims in the prela- 


a 


ture, said Tirona had traveled to: 
the devastated areas in northern 
Quezon and Aurora, including 
the parishes on Polillio Island, 
during che novena Masses to lead 
the eucharistic celebration. 

Churchgoers, young and old 
alike, attended the Masses, stand- 
ing with bare feet on the muddy 
floor and singing songs of praises, 
Biragay sai 

She said the bishop went by or- 
dinary transport and sometimes on 
foot throughout the prelature and 
to as far as the Polillo archipelago, 
General Nakar and Real. He would, 
g0 to Manila from Infanta to reach 
the towns of Aurora. 

‘The prelature is composed of 18: 
parishes with four vieariates—the. 
Divine Infant Jesus of Prague and: 
Saint Mark in Infanta, SL Joseph in: 
Polillo, San Luis Obispo in Bales, 
‘Aurora, and St. Anthony of Padua 
in Casiguran, Aurora. 

Tirona’s poem in Filipino, wri 
ten at 3:30 a m. of Dec, 16 in In- 
fant 

“Sa gima ng katahimikan, 

isip ko'y gumagala 

Sa gitna ng katahimikan, 

Hinagpis ng tao'y nadarama 

Sa gitna ng katahimikan 

Bulong ng simoy nagpapaalala: 

Na may bagong umagat 

Simbang Gabi na sa Prelatura 

Ng Infanta! 

Halina, Hesus, Halina!" 
Donations to the typhoon vi 
tims of northern Quezon and Auz. 
rora may be sent to the Mt. Carmel: 
Shrine Parish, Broadway Street, 
New Manila, Quezon City, c/o Sis, 
Zenia Pinaga or Bro. Dodong 

Nazario. 
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BUTTONS in memory of actor Fernando Poe Jr. enjoy brisk sales outside Sto. Domingo 


Church in Quezon City. 


TREATMENT POOL ACCIDENT 


Two boys drown 
in Rizal landfill 


By Ruth L, Navarra. 


TWO BOYS drowned Tues- 
day in the water treatment 
pool of the shuttered San Ma- 
teo landfill. 

The bodies of French Jun 
Agustin, 7, and Jade Cabar- 
les, 6, were found floating in 
the pool at about 7 p.m. 

‘Agustin and Cabarles man- 
aged to get into the com- 
pound because there were no 
fences to keep anyone out, 
especially at the treatment 
pool, said police investigator. 
Manuel Padlan. 

According to police, Cabar- 
les asked permission from his 
father, Gilbert, to go out and 
play. 

‘Cabarles and Agustin, who 
were friends and fellow first 
graders at the Sapinit (An- 


tipolo City) Elementary 
School, then went to the 
landfill site. 

Gilbert was unaware of 
where they were going. 

When itstarted to get dark 
and his son had not yet come 
home, Gilbert began to look 
for them but failed. 

A neighbor told Gilbert 
that he saw the children take 
offtoward the landfill area. 

The father quickly went to 
the dump and found his son's 
pair of slippers on the side of 
the pool. 

Gilbert dove into the pool 
and found the two boys al- 
ready dead, police said. 

Police believe that the 
two boys were playing be- 
side rhe pool, which was 
used to treat leacheate and 
wastewater from the land- 


fill, when they slipped into 
the water. 

Although most of the 73- 
hectare landfill is in San Ma- 
teo, Rizal, the water treat- 
ment pool is within the limits 
of Antipolo City, particularly 
in Sitio Sapinit, Barangay San 
Juan. 

‘The government opened 
the landfill in San Mateo to 
accommodate the more than 
6,000 tons of garbage pro- 
duced daily in Metro Manila. 

It was closed down in De- 
cember 2000 after it had re- 
portedly reached its capacity. 

The death at the closed 
down facility is the second 
Such incident in a dump. 

On Dec. 9, 29-year-old boy 
was also killed in a garbage 
slide at the garbage transfer 
facility at Pier 18 in Manila. 


FPJ's burial and other stuff 


FPJ WAS laid to rest yester- 
day amidst pomp and splen- 
dor befitting a movie star of 
his stature. He was king to his 
millions of fans, and they 
called him "Da King." 

Poor people jostled, el- 
bowed, shoved and pushed 
опе another for a chance to 
bury the man they admired 
on and off screen. Since 
movies tend ro portray actors 
bigger than life, fans think 
that what their idol on screen 
was also his character when 
he's not in front of the cam- 
era. 

FPJ symbolized the poor 
people's hope of a better life. 


The promise of a better 
life is something to look for- 
ward to day after day after 
day. If the better life doesn't 
come today, then it will 
come tomorrow, or the day 
after tomorrow. 

An elusive dream doesn't 
end because it's something 
to chase after for the rest of 
one's Ше. 

That’s why actors and ac- 


tresses who portray the, 


roles of poor people suc- 
ceeding or getting rich in 
the end become popular 
with the masses, 

Hope springs eternal, as 
thesaying goes. 


The poor identify with 
FPJ—as well as his bosom 
friend former President Er- 
ap—because they portrayed 
Toles their fans thought were 
their reàl personas. 

To the unthinking fans, re- 
ality and fantasy merge; 
there's no difference between 


ON 
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them. 

"That's why in this country 
and even in the United States 
its very easy for a movie star 
to become a politician. Look 
at former President Erap. 
Look at Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger, governor of California. 

1 heard ABS-CBN man- 
agement is thinking of get- 
ting back Korina Sanchez to 
anchor for TV Patrol vice 
Karen Davila who replaced 
her. 

Karen cried and made a 
scene after actress Susan 
Roces blamed her network 
for a “biased” coverage of 
FPJ on the campaign trail 
during the last presidential 
election. She even apolo- 
gized to Ms Roces for the 
“sin” of her network. 

The last thing a broad- 
east journalist should do is 
to become emotional dur- 
ing an interview. A news an- 
chor should neither sympa- 
thize nor become adversari- 
al toward an interviewee. 

‘Sanchez would have par- 
ried Susan Roces’ thrusts at 
ABS-CBN the way an expert 
anchor should. 

For now, Korina Sanchez 
is irreplaceable as an an- 
chor. 

After Tuesdays column, 
headlined "An uncaring home 


for the aged,” several student 
carégivers from the St. Au- 
gustine School for Caregivers 
gave теа call. 

They gave truth to my 
claim that some people 
might be using the Tahanan 
mi Maria, a home for the 
aged and street children, for 
their own selfish ends. 
Tahanan is located їп Car- 
mona, Cavite. 

Some of thecallers were at 
the “Tahanan” when | went 
with members of Streetpals 
to distribute food, medicine 
and Christmas gifts to its 
wards. Streerpals is com- 
posed of Philippine Airlines 
flight attendants and stew- 
ards who serve the under- 
privileged when theyre not 
serving PAL passengers in 
fight. 

‘We noticed that the people 
who run Tahanan were un- 
caring about their wards. 
One old woman was in ex- 
treme pain when we were 
giving a Christmas party for 
the old folks and kids, but she 
was left alone by the Tahanan 
employees. Only the student 
caregivers were tying to ease 
her pain. 

1t took Streetpals to bring 
the old woman, Panfila Bo- 
raqueza, to the Makati Medi- 
cal Center. 

My callers from St. Au- 
gustine said that donations 
for the old folks’ home end- 
ed up in a store owned Буа 
Catholic priest who had 
been kicked out for disobe-. 
dience. 

You'll hear more about 
Tabanan and that priest in 
subsequent columns. 


By Tarra V. Quismundo, Leila B. 
Salaverria and Tina G. Santos 


MANY mourned his death by crying, 
lighting candles, chanting their idol's 
name, or waving banners and flaglets 
acknowledging him President. 

‘But many, too, found an opportuni- 
ty todo brisk business with the record 
crowd that turned out during the 
eight-day wake for Fernando Poe Л. 
at the Sto. Domingo Church in Que- 
zon City and at his burial yesterday at 
the Manila North Cemetery. 

Mementos of the late screen idol 
were for sale at the entrance of the 
cemetery as early as sunrise. Strategi- 
cally positioning themselves not only 
at the cemetery entry points but 
even in the narrow alleys within, the 
vendors sold FPJ T-shirts, vests, head- 
bands, wrist bands, pins and socks. 

“We thought of making shirts with 
his name on it because Zamboanga 
was solid for him," said Michael de 
Asis. 


Long journey 

Shortly after Poe died of a stroke a 
minute past midnight on Tuesday last 
week, De Asis’ relative, who owned a 
shirt-printing company, decided to 
make FPJ shirts and wristbands in 
honor of the actor much beloved in 
the Muslim-dominated зошһет 
provinces. Poe had played the role of 
a Muslim in several films. 

De Asis journeyed to Manila 
aboard a ship, bringing with him 800 
pieces of FPJ shirts in red, orange, 
yellow, blue and white. 

The shins with different designs 
meant to profess love for the actor, 
carried the messages “I Love FPJ,” "lt- 
uloy ang Laban (Continue the fight)," 


“FPJ: The Man, The Legend" and “We 
will never forget FPJ” Others were 
printed with photos of Poe with his 
wife, actress Susan Roces. A light, 
white cotton Tshirt printed with 
FPJ's name cost P40, while a Tshirt 
with his name and silkscreen image 
sold from P100 to P150. 

“It’s cheaper now,” said Jocelyn In- 
galla, who said she came all the way 
from Macabebe, Pampanga for a last 
glimpse of her idol. 

“Му sister was able to buy a white 
Tshirt with the same design at the 
Sto. Domingo Church for P60,” she 
added. 

FPJ vests were priced at P500 each, 
headbands and pins were sold for P15 
apiece, and socks at P10. 

‘Since Poe's wake at Sto, Domingo, 
the shirts had been the best-sellers. 
"We sold shirts worth P30,000," said 
де Asis, also a Poe fan. “But even ifwe 
were not able sell them all, we could 
bring them back to Zamboanga.” 

Alfredo Ibañez also seized the 
chance to sell to a captive crowd. AF 
ter joining the funeral march, Ibañez 
set off to display his merchandise— 
magazines showing Poe's photos and 
recounting his life story. 

"At Sto. Domingo, many people 
bought the magazines, and 1 made 
P10,000 а day, three days in a row,” 
hesaid. 

Also sold at the cemetery were 
sling bags and arm socks printed with 
“I Love FPJ,” competing with straw 
hats and fans, towels, a variety of 
food items, and even power tools! 

On banners, messages were more 
direct. “President of the Philippines 
His Excellency Fernando Poe, Jr" 
read one banner. Another read: “Da 
King paano na ang bayan (What will 


happen to our country)?” 

But not everything was for sale. 

Sodas in cans, bottled water and 
packed food donated by the friends of 
the Poe family were distributed free 
to the media, marshals and volun- 
teers assigned to do assorted jobs at 
the funeral site. 

Copies of a 20-page colored comic 
book, titled “Bayan ang Bida/ Fernan- 
do Poe Jr: 1939-2004" were also giv- 
еп away for free to those who joined 
the march to Poe's final resting place 
at the Manila North Cemetery. 


Credits due 

The book highlighted Poe's 
achievements as an actor, and 
showed his helpful and generous 
side, an extraordinarily ordinary man 
who wanted to help his country and 
was persuaded later on to run for 
president. The book ended with the 
message that in the hearts of the 
masses, Poe won the elections and 
would always be considered a hero. 

The burial was generally peaceful 
and orderly. 

‘Western Police District director 
Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong was care- 
ful to share the credit for helping 
manage the huge crowds with the fu- 
neral’s organizers. 

No stampedes or big fights broke 
ош among the supporters, and there 
were no confrontations between 
Poe's followers and police, he added. 

‘The only unsavory reports received 
by police were stories of wallets, bags 
and cell phones lost to thieves. 

Careful not to repeat incidents of 
violent dispersal that had resulted in 
numerous casualties, policemen su- 
pervising the march did not carry any 
firearm on them. 


Makati emergency hospital to open 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


IT MAY come too late for responding 
to possible fireworks-related injuries. 
on New Year's Eve but the new Makati 
Acute Care Center (MACC) vill sure- 
ly be of great help to residents for the 
coming years when it begins opera- 
tions on Jan. 1. 

Mayor Jejomar Binay said the 
МАСС, the first medical facility in the 
country dedicated solely to emergen- 
cy care, would provide timely and ad- 


equate emergency care to residents 
and the general public. 

“We have built this facility in line 
with our conviction that quality 
emergency care is a fundamental 
right of every person, and should be 
made available to all who seek it," Bi- 
nay said in a statement. 

The facility is located at the old site 
of the Ospital ng Makati on Malugay 
Street, Barangay Bel-Air, Makati City. 

According to МАСС administrator Dr. 
Peny Peralta, the center is fully 
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‘equipped with the appropriate in-house 
diagnostic, administrative and clinical 
support services for the proper treat- 
‘ment of severely il and injured patients. 

“The МАСС will be staffed round- 
the-clock by a full complement of 
qualified doctors, nurses and support. 
personnel trained in responding to 
acute illness and injury via the team 
approach,” Peralta said. 

‘The administrator, however, stressed 
that the facility will not handle “ошра- 
tient” cases. 
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Fired-up Realtors = 


By June Navarro 


KENNETH Duremdes recovered 
froma listless start to lift Sta. Lu- 
cia Realty to a 105-84 thrashing 
of Red Bull Barako in the Gran 
Matador PBA Philippine Cup last 
night at the Philsports Arena. 

Duremdes shot 22 of 
his 27 points in the sec- 
ond half, including four 
niples, after going two 
‘of nine from the field in 
the first two quarters. 

But it was actually 
Marlou Aquino and 
Dennis Espino who 
made life easier for the 
1998 MVP as Sta. Lucia's twin 
towers forced the Barako defense. 
to collapse on them, giving 
Duremdes open looks at the bas- 
ket in the final half. 

Espino also had a couple of 
three-point plays when the Real- 
tors were beginning to pull away 
before the 6-foot-9 Aquino took 
over and toyed with Omanzie Ro- 
driguezand Ryan Bernardo. 

Ogie Gumatay and Rafael San- 
tos also joined hands with 
Duremdes as Sta. Lucia notched 
its sixth victory in 17 games. 

"We have a Christmas party af- 
ter the game. I told them that if 
weloseand go there with a heavy 
heart, we wont enjoy the night 


ard that probably fired them up,” 
said Sta. Lucia coach Alfancis 
Chua. 

The Barako, who were in total 
control in the first half, lost for the 
‘ith time and will finish their 18- 
game elimination schédule 
against San Miguel Beer on 

‘Christmas Day. The loss 
чаше) wes шю the fourth 
straight for Red Bull. 
kram їп case of a de, the 
(dae Realtors now have а 
wigor | much better quotient 
vweedBull | Quer the Barako, who 
430pm—INT | beat them in triple over- 
уз Boy. Ginebra | time, 124-118, in Ba- 
colod City almost two 
months ago. Both teams are try- 
ing to avoid the ninth and 10th 
seed, which will have to beat their 
wild card opponents twice to ad- 
vance to the next round. 

“We don't want to be at a dis- 
advantage so we have to sweep 
our remaining games,” said Chua, 
whose Realtors face the Alaska 
Aces on Jan. 5 to end their elimi- 
nation-round stint. 

In the second game, Purefoods 
nipped FedEx, 112-110, to climb 
to the No. 4 spot and stay in con- 
tention for a twice-to-beat edge. 

Dropping to а 6-12 record, 
FedEx fell to No. 10 and may have 
to beat its wid card opponent 


The Seores: 
First Game 


Locsin 2, Francisco 0. 


Second Game 


LUmpot2. 


5003, Gorzdes 0, Sed. 


twice ro advance. в 
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I now have a permanent 
home, says Villanueva 


By Dennis U. Eroa 


A BARAKO forever? 

Not yer, but Red Bull made sure that 
young slotman Enrico Villanueva will con- 
tinue to patrol the Barako lane with the in- 
tensity of a drill sergeant until 2009 after 
signing him up to a three-year-and-a-half 
contract extension recently. 

“Tm very happy because I now have a 
permanent home,” Villanueva told the 
Тош. 

“all the hard work is paying off for En- 
rico,” Arben Santos, Villanueva's trusted 
adviser, said yesterday. "He's got a long 
way to go, but hes on the right track with 
his winning outlook." 

Surprised to find that the 6-foot-5 for- 
mer Ateneo bruiser was still available in 
the seventh round of the 2003 PBA draft, 
Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao wasted no time 
snaring Villanueva, thus shoring up the 
Barako frontline. 

"At the start, Rico's feeling quite low 
with the results. 1 told him to work 
hard and prove his worth. 1 think he 
accepted and passed the challenge,” 
Santos recalled. 

Villanueva blossomed into Red 
Bull's main man following the depar- 
ture of “Fil-shams” Davonn Harp and 
Mick Pennisi. 

This conference, Villanueva is aver- 
aging 19 points, 9 rebounds, 2 assists 
and 1 block shot per game, mak- 
ing him a favorite for the PBA 
Most Improved Player of the 
award this season. 

‘After being drafted by Red 
Bull, Villanueva inked a contract 
lasting up to Dec. 31, 2005. His new 
pact will give Villanueva the maximum 
salary of P350,000 from Jan. 1. 2006 to Ju- 
ly 2009 or a total of P15.5 million, exclud- 
ing bonuses. 


VILLANUEVA: Three-year maximum 
contract from Red Bull Barako 
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FEDEX 110— itio 32, Arboleda 16, 
Feriis 11, De Ocampo 10, Pings 10, BI 
lones 10, Codie 8, Yap 7, Бело 3, S- 


“Se. 


Meanwhile, a couple of famous. 
hoop personalities graced the 
leagues toasting of Purefoods 
skipper Alvin Patrimonio. 

Former Purefoods coach Baby 
Dalupan and former league com- 
missioner Rudy Salud graced the 
ceremonies, where Patrimonio's 
No. 16 jersey was also retired. 

Dalupan was among Patrimo- 
nio's early coaches in the profes- 
sional league while Salud was the 
commissioner when the four-time 
‘Most Valuable Player first made 
his mark in the league in 1988. 


STA. LUCIA 105—Durerdes 27, Es- 
pio 21, Aquino 17, Santos 15, mata 11, 
Milano 4, Cuan 3, Gonzales 3, Omden 2, 


RED BULL 84—Tugade 17, Маложа. 
13, Вардо 12, Asafexo 10, Aba 9, 
Vdenzudia 6, Lopez 5, odiguez 4, Bemar- 
13, Todon 3, Robinson 2. Agapo 0. 
Quarters: 20-8, 4244, 71-1, 105-34. 


PUREFOODS 112—Smon 23, Raj- 
mando 21, Yee 15, Yap 13, Engels 13, 
Laur 10, Casio 8, Алай 4, Espinosa 3, 
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STA. Lucia's Kenneth 


Quarters: 2624, 6045, 86-78, 112- 


Duremdes chases the ball 
ahead of Red Bull's Junthy 
Valenzuela. мхилтспл ce 


рру Viewine 


Ramirez: PSC caretaker 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINE Sports Commission 
is now in the hands of a caretak- 
er-PSC commissioner Butch 
Ramirez. 

The most senior commissioner of 
the PSC board, Ramirez, according to 
reliable sources, was appointed offi- 
cer-in-charge of the agency for three 
tosix months after meeting with Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo іп Mala- 
cafiang yesterday. 

The short term of office is а trial of 
sorts for the sports official from 
Davao, who has been in the commis- 
sion since the term of Butch Tuason 
five years ago. 

The President's main challenge for 
Ramirez, according to sources, is to 
“weed out the source of corruption” 
in the P500 million-a-year agency, 


which has been a 
perennial issue 
їп the PSC. 
Ramirez didn’t 
issue any state- 
‘ment but sources 
close to him said 
he has "already 
accepted е 
challenge" given 
by the President, 
who is expected 
pitata to issue a formal 
announcement anytime this week. 
The development ended the two- 
week-long guessing game as to there- 
placement of outgoing chair Eric 
Buhain, who has been transferred to 
the Games and Amusements Board. 
Bur the other contenders should 
nor be counted out since the Presi- 
dent usually appoints an OIC after the 


chair is removed. 

Former PSC commissioners Donii- 
nador Cepeda and now Bacolod Rep. 
Monico Puentevella had also briefly 
served as OIC before a PSC chair was 
officially appointed. i 

Bur as caretaker, Ramirez has gained 
the inside track in the now three-cor- 
nered race for Buain's position. 

‘The PSC contenders are Ateneo 
athletic director and 1991 Southeast 
Asian Games organizing committee 
secretary general Junjun Capistrano 
and Manila Sports Council chair and 
former Asian taekwondo champ Ali 
Atienza. 

Ramirez has earlier been appoint- 
ed deputy secretary general of the 
Philippine SEA Games Organizing 
Committee, which is in the thick gf 
preparations for the 2005 Games tà 
be held in the country in == 


Nat’l football tilt kicks off Dec. 26 


PHILIPPINE football fans will be 
treated to a yearending national 
tournament from Dec. 26-30 at the 
University of the Philippines Diliman 
and the Ultra stadium, with eight top- 
flight local clubs competing for top 
prizes. 

This was announced over the 
weekend by Joey Sumiller, national 
project director of the tournament 
sponsor, Play Soccer Make Peace 
Philippines, and Juan Miguel Ro- 


muoldez, presi 
Football Federation. 

The eight participating teams are: 
Group A: Philippine Army Football 
Club, Mendiola Football Club, Taft 
Football Club, and the Blue Guard 
Football Club. 

Group B: Philippine Navy Football 
Club, Philippine Air Force Football 
Club, FEU Football Club, and Diliman 
Football Club. 

The eight teams feature in their 


nt of the Philippine 


Wuat’s INSIDE 


а а Blowout wins 
mark Young Guns 


и Cavs turn 


rosters top Filipino football players, 
many of whom have seen action in 
the recent Tiger Cup competition 
staged in Malaysia by the Asian Foot- 
ball Federation. They will compete 
for the coveted Philippine Cup апй 
various cash prizes consisting of: fir 
prize, P100,000; second prize, 
80,000; third prize, P60,000; four 
prize; P40,000. 

Group ‘round-robin eliminations 
willbe staged in UP from Dec. 26-28) 
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SUPERAL, RAMOS STAND OUT 


‘Blowout wins mark Youn 


RAMOS wins 

by 10 shots while 

Superal (right) 
"prevails by 24. 
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Manotoc fires 73 for jr 


Musong R. Castillo. 


JUNIOR Putra Cup veteran 
Matthew Manotoc shot a one- 
over 73 on Monday to rule the 
premier Class A division for 
boys of the Junior Golf Founda- 
tion of the Philippines Christ- 
mas tournament in Canlubang. 

The 16-year-old carried his 


bag the whole round to prepare 
for the Asian region qualifying 
for the world championship, 
nipping IG Gutierrez by two 
shots after nines of 37-36 at the 
tough North course. 

Manotoc, a junior at the In- 
ternational School who fin- 
ished in the top 10 in Indonesia 
last August, sees action in the 


Malacca qualifying in March 
where everyone will be re- 
quired to play without a caddy. 

Mico Yee, who played for the 
Southwoods Am team in the re- 
cent Fil-Am Invitational in 
Baguio, finished third with a 
76. 

Bambee dela Paz ruled girl's 
Class A with a 79, five ahead of 


ES 
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the only age-group that went 

down the wire yesterday, nip- 
ping Lloyd Go for the 9-under 
crown of the Young Guns Interna- 
tional Jungolf championships at 
the Manila Southwoods. 

JP De Claro came out on top of the only age- 
group that went down the wire yesterday, nip- 
ping Lloyd Go for the 9-under crown of the 
Young Guns Intemational Jungolf champi- 
onships at the Manila Southwoods. 

De Claro assembled a 73 for a 36-hole 145 
total, winning by two shots over Go, who shot 
474 at the Legends course. 

‘The tournament toasted a set of players who 
ruled their respective divisions in runaway 
fashion, led by Wolen Superal in the boys 12- 
under 

Superal scored a second round 77 for 153, 
winning by 24 shots over Juan Miguel Arevalo, 
who struggled with an 88 for a 177. 

AR Ramos, the Little People's champion in 
the United States, broke away from a first 
round tie with Mark Anthony Arevalo by shoot- 
ing asix-under 30 to win the 8-under division. 

‘Arevalo, who teed off tied with Ramos for 
the lead after the first day with a 37, ballooned 
toa 40 and settled for second. 

Marcel Puyat {11 years), Miguel Tabuena 
(10 years) and Justin Dy (7 and under) were 
the other boys division winners of the event 
sponsored by the International Container Ter- 


J: De Claro came outon top of 
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g Guns 


minal Services Inc. (ICTSD, Smart Kids, 
Gatorade, Absolute Mineral Water, Golf Depot 
through Joey Mendoza, Egay San Luis, Provil 
Share Exchange and Manila Southwoods. 
Bellevue in Alabang the official hotel 

Making up the giris division champions 
were Regina de Guzman (12 years), Ma-an 
Legaspi (11 years), Kristina Potenciano (10 
years), Andie Unson (9 years) and Jamie Yu 
(G-under). All of them posted double-digit 
tories. 

LPGA champion Jennifer Rosales awarded 
the trophies to the winners together with orga- 
nizing committee head Luigi Tabuena. 

The results: 

12 years: Boys 153—Wolen Supera 76-77, 177 Juon 
Miguel Arevalo 89-88, Franz Joseph Ola 85-1; Gis 
157—Regina de Guzman 80-77, 189 Angela Datngaing 
98-91, 228Mara Monsalve 123-105 

4 years Boys 151—Marcel Puyat 76-75, 157 Jan Ibanez. 
75-82, 167 Chanpat (Thal) 85-82; Gs 153— Mean Legaspi 
7479, 166 Kaya dela Cruz 84-82, 181 Stephanie len 8843 

10 years: Boys 144—WiguelTabuena 73-71, 149 Remo 
нер 7375, 157 Bino dea Paz 78-79; Gits 154—Krisina 
Polencno 75-79, 167 Angela de Vila 84-83, 171 lina 
asa 88-83 

‘years Boys 145 WP de Caro 7273, MT Loyd G0 73- 
74, 155 Jack Ekegren 75-81; Gs 156 And Unson 8076, 
174 Маме Monsalve 889,192 dy Vasandan 93-99 

8 years: Boys 67—AR Ramos 37-30, 77 Mark Aro 
31-0, Miggy Yes 38:30; Gris 73—Jamis Yu 3340, 83 
Princess Saperet 40-43, 86 Falicia Medalia 45-43 

7 years: B6 Justin Dy 43-49, 101 Joseph Kano 5348, 
105 Andrcu Abl ez 50-56 


X-mas title © 


Matet Salivio even as Jikjik Ab- ' 


don (76) and Crystal Superal 
(77) triumphed in boys and 
girl’s Class B, respectively. 
Dottie Ardina shot an 80 and 
stamped her superiority in girl's 
Class C, while Wolen Superal 
shot a 71 and emerged as the 
boy's champion with an 18-shot 
victory over Jobim Carlos. 


Yulo memorial golf slated Jan. 29-30 


THE 27TH Jose Yulo Memorial 
golf tournament will be held Jan. 
29-30 with a banner field expect- 
'ed to vie for top honors in various 
divisions at the north and south 
courses of the Canlubang golf 


complex in Laguna. 

Fabulous prizes are up for grabs 
in-the individua! and team events 
ofthe member-guest team tourna- 
ment held in honor of the late 
Speaker. Aside from the net and 


gross honors, prizes will also be 
given to the top three scorers on 
each course for two days of play. 
Registration is ongoing with 
deadline set on Jan. 27. For de- 
tails, call up Fely Anillo at 


(049)549-1363 (tel/fax), Darly 
Patalot and Naty Esteban at 
(049)549-7201, (049)549-0147 
to 48 or at the Makati Office c/o 
Майе Tangco at 897-6887 or 
890-9321 


PEOPLE keep asking: Who will 

replace chair Eric Buhain in the 
t „Philippine Sports Commission? 

Iwish I knew. 

Eric himself has said he does 
iot know who will replace him. 
“But he knows he is going to start 
work as chair of the Games and 

‘Amusements Board beginning 
January 1. 

Incumbent PSC Commissioner 
Butch Ramirez and Ateneo ath- 
letic director Jun Jun Capistrano 
had been both prominently men- 
tioned as frontrunners. 

But lately, Ali Atienza, the son of 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, has en- 
tered the picture as a dark horse. 

Twas told that Ramirez's main 
weapon is his sincere, dedicated 
and blot-free performance as a 
PSC commissioner the last three 
years. His style of leadership has 
Been marked by transparency. 
“His name is as clean as a bed 
sheet," said one PSC old-timer. 

Does that mean the others, if 
not the rest, have dirt in their 
hands? 

Capistrano, if named to the 
post, will bring with him a profes- 
sional integrity he had built 
through the years while at Ate- 
neo, the learning institution 
known for its world-class quality 


Guessing game 


SPECTATOR: 


ALS. 
Mendoza 


of ethics, discipline and an unsul- 
lied reputation for everything up- 
right. 

‘Atienza's youth and vigor are 
his chief assets. A taekwondo 
gold medalist in the Asian region, 
Atienza, not yet 35, might yet fire 
the imagination of sports-lovers 
and supporters as his idealism 
could be the spark needed to ig- 
nite a renaissance in Philippine 
sports. I'm sure Obet Pagdan- 


‚ ganan, chair of the RP Organizing 


Committee for the 2005 SEA 
Games, which we are hosting in 
November, will welcome Ali's ap- 
pointment with pride. 

‘The name of Peping Cojuang- 
со, the incoming president of the 
Philippine Olympic Committee, 
has also cropped up. Likewise, 
the name of Cito Dayrit, the out- 
going POC president, who was 
‘once a PSC commissioner. 

“But tell you, Al, Thad been of- 


Chua rules Shootout 
Drag Race at Clark 


THE FIFTH leg of the Petron 
Blaze Shootout National Drag 
Race Championship Series was 
held last Saturday at Clarkfield, 
Pampanga, with Team Cab- 
speed's Angelo Chua ruling the 
Pro category. 

Driving his Honda Civic, Chua 
posted an elapsed time of 13.865 
seconds to beat Steve Caldwell of 
Team Garage Power, who clocked 
12.849 seconds, 
$ Caldwell, however, eased out 
other competitors in the Quick 8 
éategory with 12.525 seconds. 
Second place went to Team Au- 
toworx's Tyrone Sason who post- 
ddan elapsed time of 12.849 sec- 


ondsin his Honda Civi 

Tristan Joseph Pangilinan of 
Team Cabspeed in his Honda 
Civic took the spot in the Sports- 
man category, after posting a 
time of 14.280 seconds while зес- 
ола place went to his teammate 
Denis Paul Yogore. 

‘The first place in the Hotstreet 
class went to Michael dela Cruz of 
Team Bolt-On, with a time of 
16.970 seconds while the second 
spot was won by Voltaire Kwong 
of Team Ашосгай. 

‘The event drew 61 competitors 
from Manila and nearby towns 
like Pampanga, Baguio, Bulacan, 
Cabanatuan, Tarlac, Pangasinan 


fered that position before already 
and 1 politely declined it," said 
Cito when 1 bumped into him at 
Менс at Greenbelt 3 on Monday 
evening. "Lets just wait and see 
what's going to happen. These are 
interesting times, right?" 

And so, as they love to say, 
Abangan! 

Death visited the celebrity 
world in wild abandon the past 
few weeks. 

Composer George Canseco and 
theater great Zeneida Amador 
joined our creator last month. This 
December, my golfmate Jimmy 
Navarro, the father of dearest Lea, 
died just hours ahead of Da King of 
Philippines movies, FPJ—Jimmy of 
a lingering illness like George and 
Zeneida, and FPJ of massive stroke. 
Next, we hear of the tragic death of 
КС, the 16-yearold daughter of 
Speaker Joe de Venecia, in a fire 
that gutted the second floor of the 
Speakers house in Dasmariñas Vil- 
lage, Makati. Just a couple of days 
back, the grandson of comedy king 
Dolphy, was killed by a gun shot. 

May God have mercy on their 
souls. 

Yesterday, Rudy Samson, a pil- 
lar in Philippine golf, succumbed 
to a lingering illness. 1 condole 


TRISTAN Joseph Pangilinan of Team Cabspeed receives trophy and 
cash prize from Bebot Reyes of Activity Asia for ruling the Sportsman 
Class during the fifth leg of the Petron Blaze Shootout National Drag 
Race Series held recently at Clark,Pampanga, 


and Dagupan. 

The Petron Blaze National 
Drag Race Championship Se- 
ries is sponsored by Petron 
Blaze and Ultron in cooperation 


with his family and other loved 
ones. Rudy’s remains lie at the | 
San Antonio church in Forbes 
Park, Makati. Rudy, who was the | 
captain of the Philippine Team to 
the World Amateur Team Golf 
Championship in New Zealand in 
1990, was a gentleman of the first 
degree. That observation was re- 
inforced when I was with him in 
the World Amateurs in Vancou- 
ver, Canada, in 1992. For years, | 
Rudy captained the Luisita team 
to numerous championship titles 
in the seniors division of the PAL 
Golf Interclub. You will be 
missed, Rudy. 

FASTBREAK. 1 welcome the ar- 
rival today of Della Mosher and 
Maya Torres, who flew in from 
Phoenix, Arizona, via Los Angeles 
on board a luxurious PAL jet 
They will link up with Nonong 
and Astrid Fernandez, the love- 
birds from Glan, Austria, at the 
555 residence of Dante and Ching 
Fernandez in Marikina City be- 
fore proceeding to Roxas City for 
а Christmas reunion with the ma- 
triarch, Tia Rosie Tutica Fernan- 
dez, Nelson and Vielma Al- 
monguerra, Dr. Nono Cosio and 


Inday "Teacher of the Year" Tuti- | 


with motorista.com.ph dra- 
gracingpinoy.com, 103.5 K-lite 
Е Roadwise Motoring school 
and, Race Hour Motorsports 
Show. 


| Congress from Jan. 25 to Feb 8. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Pascua, Batulan top La Union chess 
HARIDAS Pascua and Mariel Baton emerged as overall champions in 
the boys” and girls’ divisions, respectively, in the recent Rimat Ti Ami- 
anan Kiddies’ Chess Championships in San Fernando, La Union. Pascua, 
an 11-year old wonder trom Mangatarem, Pangasinan, scored a perfect 
Six points in the 14-under tournament supported by La Union Governor 
Victor Ortega and San Fernando City Mayor Mary Jane Ortega. The nine. 
year old Batulan a native of San Fernando, upset Brunel Asean Youth 
old medalist Kya Joy Camacho of Caba town in the ast round to score 
five points in the two-day event organized by engineer Joseph Dumuk. 
Champions in the other categories were Roosenicole Ducusin of San 
Fernando (8-14), Jan Emmanuel Garcia of Sampaloc, Manila (8-10), Me- 
dy Vidal of San Fernando (G-14) and Allen Nikki Subang of Bauang (G- 
12). total of 63 players signed up for the tournament ran by Gerwin 
Carbonell (arbiter) and Melchor Laceste {tournament director). 


Gonzales settles for 4th in New York 
FILIPINO IM Jayson Gonzales salvaged a draw with US Fide Master 
Dmitri Shelev in the final round and settled for fourth place in the Ed- 
ward Lasker Memorial chess tournament in New York. The 33-year-old 
Armyman wound up with 6.0 points after winning four matches, draw- 
ing the same number of times and losing once to tie for second with 
two others. He actualy finished with the same total ike fifth-round con- 
queror, US vice champion Мех Stripunsky and American GM John Fe- 
dorowicz, but slipped to fourth when the tiebreak was applied. Super 
GM Jaan Ёлмез! of Estonia, with whom Gonzales had also drawn in the 
third round, defeated US Master Juan Oscar Sena in the final match to 
win for the second straight year with  7.0-point total. Gonzales, who = + 
earned his first GM norm at the Calvia Open Chess in Spain last Octo- 
ber, is set to play in the Hasting International Chess Congress from 
Dec. 28-Jan.9, 2005 in Hasting, England betore playing in the Gbratal 
NI Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


Las Рійаѕ 3-cocker lines up 50 fights 
MORE than 50 non-stop exciting fights are lined up in another 3-cock 
derby tonight at the air-conditioned Las Piñas Coliseum with Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000 as sponsor. Veteran cocker-sportsman Rudy Saya- 
‘man, derby host, said the cash prize at stake is P300,000 for an entry 
fee of P5,000. Submission of weights is unti 2 p.m. Another 3-cock 
event unfolds on Dec. 30, with Eddie Alejandro as host. Interested par- 
ties may сай 874-3810 and 673-1040 for details. Meanwhile, prepara- 
tions are now under way for the Super 2-Cock Ulutan/Fastest Kill on. 
Feb. 17 and 19, dangling a guaranteed prize of P1.3 milion for an entry 
fee of P3,300. Popular lamadores Abu Centeno and Renato Shio, who. 
hosted the 297-entry Fastest Kili Challenge on Nov. 18, said the grand 
champion will win a house and lot (located at SM Bacoor) courtesy of 
VA Aguilar Properties. 


GCAP to stage 12 big-time derbies 

‘THE GENTLEMEN Cockers Association of the Philippines (GCAP), a 
group of prominent cockers and breeders, will present 12 big-time der- 
fies (7-cock) al Las Piñas Coliseum beginning on Jan. 10 and 12. The 
derby circuit wil be sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. Found- 
ей by sabong idol Patrick Antonio only this year, GCAP now boasts 35 
members. The new GCAP members will be led by Rep. Gerry “Boy” Es- 
pina Wiliam Go, Lito Orillaza, Strike Revilla, RJ Mia, La Union Group, 
‘Boy Legazpi, Bobbit Ples, ASF Group, James Uy, Rep. Ronnie Puno, Di- 
ni Cuenca, Archie Lacson, Ronnie Lacsina of UBBA, Gerry Alivia of С: 
gayan Valley, Arnold Mendoza, Tito Reyes, Mayor Cito Alberto, Ruel Ri- 
Tafort and Tos Reyes. Heading the GCAP founding members are presi- 
dent Rudy Albano, Mayor Nene Aguilar, Gerry Ramos, Boy Royo, Tony 
Lasala, Pol Estreliado, Benjie Lim, GCAp Stagtighter Tony Faustino, 
Tony Martori, Jenjen Arayata, Richard Perez, Pepito Ngo, Eric dela: 
Rosa, Boy de Roca, Gov. Ito Ynares, Patrick Antonio, Jet Fernando, 
Sonny Lagon and Bulfack Fortaleza. 


Derby prelims deferred to Dec. 27 

THE SCHEDULED kick-off preliminaries today for the Noche Buena '04 
5-Cock Derby, has been deferred to Dec. 27. This means that instead of 
two there will only be one merge elimination day on the 27th to be fol- 
lowed by the 3-cock finals on the 29th. This decision was reached yes- 
terday afternoon ater majority o the entries informed the Roligon Меда 
Cockpit office that they are just too busy to fight before Christmas. Sub- 
mission of weights is set on Dec. 26 from 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. The darby is 
hosted by Rolly Ligon and sponsored by Thunderbird Power Feeds. 
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Race 2-1. King 
Lance 2. Bingbong 3. Western 
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| Post-Jordan Bulls finally learn how to string victories 


DEERFIELD, llinois—Well wel, wel, 
Jook who has a little winning streak going. 

"The four straight victories by the Chica- 
go Bulls would hardly be worth a mention 
for most teams, But consider that the Bulls 
haven't strung together this many wins 
since Michael Jordan was wearing red and 
black—six-plus seasons, three coaches 
and umpteen players ago—and its a sign 
they might finally be making some 
progress, 

"Ies nice,” Bulls guard Kirk Hinrich said 
‘on Tuesday "But we've got to be realistic 


Cavs turn back 


Shaq-less Heat shackle 
Celtics; Mavs rout Knicks ; 


about where мете at and realize we still 
havea ways to go.” 

‘With an 8-15 record, it probably is a lit- 
Че premature to start clearing space in ће 
trophy case or making plans for a victory 
parade in June. But for the fist time since 
the dynasty was broken up, the Bulls are 
looking like a legitimate NBA team. 

After opening the season 0-9 to match 
the franchise record for worst start, Chica- 
go has won six of its last eight. If not for 
blowing a late lead against the Dallas 
Mavericks, the Bulls would have a six- 


game winning streak. Even with that aw- 
ful start, this is Chicago's best record after 
23 games since 1997-98, the last title run. 

And unlike the last few seasons, when 
the Bulls tended to win a bunch in the last 
month against teams who were either out 
of tor resting up for the playoffs, their vic- 
tories have been against some qual 
ponents. Three of the wins were against 
teams with winning records, and one 
came on the road. 

“We kept coming in here and just trying 
to get better, no matter what was going 


оп," Sudan-born rookie Luol Deng said. “It 
was hard to go ош and пу your best and 
not get the result you wanted. Thats what 
happens sometimes. But nine games in a 
row was tough.” 

Try six years ofit. 

Michael Jordan and company put on 
‘one of the best shows in the history of any 
sport, winning six NBA championships in 
eight years in the 1990s. But when coach 
Phil Jackson zoomed off on his Harley- 
Davidson after the last ttle celebration, 
and Jordan appeared to be leaning toward 


retirement—his second, for those keeping 
track—then-general manager Jerry 


E 
( 


Krause decided to split up what was left of {| 


the dynasty gang. 

Krause's hope was that he could avoid 
the tortuous rebuilding process other 
champions had endured. Instead, his vari- 
‘ous plans failed. Free agents snubbed the 
team, dozens of players came and went, 
and the Bulls tried various combinations of 
youngsters without finding the right blend. 

“We've been trying to find a foundation 
for years,” said John Paxson, AP 
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12 assists, and the Cleveland Cavaliers an- 


С LEVELAND—LeBron James had 26 points with 


swered every time Minnesota threatened in the 
fourth quarter in a 107-97 win over the Timberwolves 


on Tuesday night. 


Zydrunas llgauskas added 25 all in the first half, and Michael 
points, and Jeff McInnis had 21 Finley added 21 for the Mavericks 
for the Cavaliers, who kept their іп what was easily their most lop- 

down the stretch against sided victory of the season. 


р 
опе of the Western Conference's 


New York allowed Dallas to re- 


top teams one game after they  peatedly score with ease on the 
blew a 15-point lead in the fourth inside, surrendering 100 points 


quarter and lost to Boston. 
Kevin Garnett had 26 points, 13 


before the third quarter ended. 
The Mavs eventually went 


rebounds and six assists for the ahead by as many as 46 in defeat- 
‘Timberwolves. Sam Cassell added ing the Knicks for-the seventh 
19 points, and Troy Hudson straight time and securing their 


15—10 in a 
fourh—as Minnesota stormed 


span of the fifth consecutive road win. 
In Charlotte, North Carolina, 


back. Richard Jefferson scored 26 
TheTimbenwolvesplayedwith- points, and New Jersey snapped 
out forward Latrell Sprewell, who Charlotte's five-game, home-win- 


sprained his left foot last week. 
In Miami, Dwyane Wade had 


ning streak with a 94-91 victory. 
Jefferson scored 11 of New Jer- 


33 points and 11 assists, Udonis зву final 14 points as the Nets 
Haslem scored 18 points and tied won for the first time in four 
a career-high with 17 rebounds, games. Vince Carter still hasn't 
and Miami extended its winning played for New Jersey because of 
streak to nine games by shackling а sore Achilles’ tendon. 


the Boston Celtics, 108-100. 


In Sacramento, California, Peja 


The Heat improved to an East- Stojakovic hit five 3-pointers, and 
етп Conference-best 20-7, despite Mike Bibby scored seven of his 24 


not — having 


Shaquille points in the fourth quarter of 


ONeal—who missed his first Sacramento's 104-93 triumph 
game of the season because of a over Washington, the Kings’ 16th 
left calf bruise sustained in Sun- victory in 19 games. 


day's win over Orlando. 


Stojakovic scored 26 points and 


Eddie Jones added 17 points, Chris Webber had 20 points and 
and Damon Jones scored 12 for 10 rebounds for the Kings, who 
Miami, which has won ай 15 lost top reserve Bobby Jackson 
games this season in which it late in the first half with a 


eclipsed the 100-point mark. 
In New York, Josh Howard had 


sprained right wrist. 
In Los Angeles, Bobby Sim- 


career highs of 26 points and 16 mons scored 30 points, Rick Brun- 
reboiinds, and Dallas opened a son scored 11 of his 18 in over- 
39-pointhalftime lead in а 123-94 time and the Los Angeles Clippers 
demolition victory over New beat New Orleans, 100-91, in 


bid of NY 
falls apart; 
LA blamed 


NEW YORK—The Dodgers withdrew Tuesday 
from the proposed three-team, 10-player trade 
that would have sent pitching ace Randy “Big 
Unie” Johnson from the Arizona Diamondbacks 
to the New York Yankees, who then criticized Los 
Angeles for “reneging” on the deal. 

“As we sit here right now, the deal is no more,” 
Dodgers general manager Paul DePodesta said 
during a conference сай. "Ive been saying all 
along that we weren't going to do the deal unless 
it made sense for this club in 2005, and that was 
not the case.” 

Los Angeles would've received right-hander 
Javier Vazquez from the Yankees along with 
top prospects, catcher Dioner Navarro and third 
baseman Eric Duncan. The Dodgers alsd: 
would've gotten pitcher Mike Koplove from Ari- 
zona. 

Arizona would've obtained outfielder Shawn 
Green and pitchers Brad Penny Yhency Bra- 
zoban and Brandon Weeden from the Dodgers. 
Along with Johnson, the Yankees would have 
gotten Japanese pitcher Kaz Ishii from Los Ange- 
les. 

“The Dodgers reneged on the deal that was 
agreed to last Friday, unequivocally and with no 
contingencies except for a window for contract 
extensions and physicals,” Yankees president 
Randy Levine said. “For some reason, the 
Dodgers over the weekend started to backpedal. 
Why they would break their word is only some- 
thing they can answer. It sure is disappointing, 
and well haveto think long and hard before ever 
doing business with the Dodgers again.” - 

Earlier in the day, an official of one of the 
teams and a person close to one ofthe players in- 
volved in the trade said the deal had been sub- 
mitted early Tuesday to baseball commissioner 
Bud Selig for approval. The two spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

‘The official said the Dodgers gave the go- 
ahead to finalize the trade late Monday and early 
"Tuesday, when two conference calls were held. 
One call involved the general managers and 
baseball executive vice president Sandy Alder! 


York overtime after blowing а 21- CLEVELAND teen sensation LeBron James breaks down the defenses of the Minnesota 
Dirk Nowitzki scored 23 points, point, third-quarterlead. AP Timberwolves during the second quarter of their game. 


Woods admits frustrations over swing | 


son, and the other included ownership represen 
керте  tatives and Selig. АР 


ORLANDO, Florida—Tiger Woods admitted 
his frustration with his swing struggles this 
year in an e-mail newsletter sent Tuesday but 
said two late-season victories have boosted 
his confidence for greater success in 2005. 

‘Woods won in Japan last month and at the 
World Challenge event he hosts earlier this 
month against 15 elite rivals. But it came after a 
PGA season where his only victory came in the 
‘World Golf Championships Match Play event. 

^tt is frustrating when you сап do it at home 
with your buddies but it doesn't сапу over to 
tournaments," Woods wrote. “Obviously there's 


a lot more pressure, but you just have to keep 
working a i. 

“Tve been down this road before with swing 
changes. I did it with (swing coach) Butch Har- 
mon and now I'm doing it with Hank Haney. The 
last time it took me two years to get it right. 
‘That's just part of the process.” 

Woods, whose stock answer of being just a lit- 
tle off the mark quickly became laughable as 
struggles continued, said he never sunk into de- 
spair over his re-working of the swing 

"1 never really got that low because 1 was 
proving it to myself on the range,” Woods wrote. 


“I knew it was in there. The key is going out and 
trusting your swing in competition. 

“Just before 1 went to Japan for the Dunlop 
Phoenix, I was hitting balls on the range at Big 
Canyon County Club and it clicked. thitabeau- 
tiful 84гоп and finally did it right. When you do 
icright, you don't feel anything. 

“I closed 2004 with eight-consecutive rounds 
in the 60s, which gives me lots of confidence for 
next year” 

Woods was able to continue his steak of 
events without missing a cut but often faded 
from contention early. АЕР 
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Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


{UNDEFEATED World Boxing Council No. 1 
contender Rodel "Batang Mandaue" Mayol 
will defend his Oriental and Pacific Boxing 
Federation minimumweight crown against 
‘Thai challenger Phalangchai Sor Vorapin in a 
A2round showdown topbilling the "En- 
counter in Manila" card on Jan. 29 at the 
‘Casino Filipino in Parafiaque. 

This will be Mayol's final tune-up bout be- 
fore he vies for the WBC title against newly 
‘crowned champ Isaac Bustos of Mexico some- 
time next year. 
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Mayol risks OPBF title vs Thai 


“I can't wait to fight once again. Next year 
will be a breakout year for me. I promise that 
to my fans,” said the Mandaue City-based 
Mayol. 

The powerfisted Mayol remains 
scathed in 19 fights with 15 KOs and is 
regarded as one of the country’s premier 
world tile hopefuls, 

In the chief supporting bout, former Philip- 
pine flyweight champ Edgar "Bombardero" 
Rodrigo figures in a 12-round Pan-Asian Bo; 
ing Association flyweight eliminator against 
‘Thai Somyot Vor Surapol. 

“These two headliners will surely light up 


the boxing skyline. It will be a war,” said co- 
promoter Lope “Jun” Sarreal, whose LS Inter- 
national is putting up the show together with 
Stonewall Boxing Gym. 

In other bouts, ex-RP junior fly king Wyn 
del Janiola takes on Elmer Muyco in a 10- 
round showdown, while sweet-punching 
Benedict Suico goes up against Ryan Malitig 
ina6-round tff. 

The rest of the card pits Amel Tinampay 
versus Yuri Nuda; Dandee Francisco versus 
Elmer Saligumba; Erie Rapada against Jun 
Labandia; and Randy Canon versus Ruben 
Hermosa. 


Go wants more SEAG 
but less sports 


E 


vents, 


ANOTHER round of talks with representa- 
‘tives of the 11 member nations of the South- 
east Asian Games Federation may be neces- 
gary in case of last-minute changes in the cal- 
endar of sports and events for the SEAG the 
Philippines will host in 2005. 
{ The subject of hosting another meeting 
With SEAG Federation members is likely to be 
luded in the Philippine Southeast Asian 
‘Games Organizing Committee agenda when 
it convenes early next year after its most out- 
spoken official expressed his apprehension 
‘over the current roster of sports. 
$- Ways and Means Committee vice chair Go 
"eng Kok, also chair of the same committee of 
{fhe Philippine Olympic Committee, is cam- 
‘paigning hard to have the number of events 
increased and the total number of sports de- 
creased. 

Go had explained his position to some 
Philsoc officials including йз chair, Roberto 
"Ober" Pagdanganan, who said the body is 
Keeping its options open regarding rhe issue. 

“Mr. Go is a very experienced individual in 
hosting international events,” said Pagdan- 
ganan. "He has had the opportunity of host- 
ing the Asian Track and Field championships 
twice with more than 40 countries in atten- 
dance. He has a grasp of the details involved 
i 


GO apprehensive over Games calendar. 


in hosting international events. We should lis- 
tento his inputs.” 

Go, who is expected to get support from 
POC allies who are also part of the Philsoc, 
noted, however that this approach should not 
sacrifice the country's bid for the overall title. 
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The athletics association and chess feder- 
ation president is believed to have the back- 
ing of Philsoc Ways and Means Committee 
Chair and POC president Jose "Peping" Co- 
juangco. 

Pagdanganan stressed that the proposal of 
Go does not intend to bring down national 
sports associations which have not performed. 
well in past sports events but to establish а 
"practical count" of medals which is necessary 
in the nation's bid for the overall crown. 

"The approach of our officials who negoti- 
ated for us in the early stages, speaks of a 
grand hosting,” said Pagdanganan. That is 
fine if we have the money. The reality, howev- 
er, is that we havea lotof time but not enough 
money. We should be frugal because times are 
very uncertain.” 

Pagdanganan said it was not practical that 
a lot of commitments were made simply to ac- 
commodate requests from the SEAG member 
countries. 

“Sports leaders in other countries will un- 
derstand if we declare that we will host the 
games the best way we can but not to the 
detriment of our own economy,” said Go. 

Pagdanganan said the issues raised by Go 
are valid and will be addressed when the 
Philsoc holds its meeting after the holidays. 


MAYOL: Unscathed in 19 fights 
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Ex-WBA champion 
Gamboa loses anew 


THE STRING of losses by former 
World Boxing Association mini- 
mumweight champion Joma 
Gamboa continued since he an- 
nounced his comeback from re- 
tirement as he was stopped yes- 
terday by a much bigger Hengky 
Wawungan in the third round i 
Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Gamboa had announced his re- 
tirement last January this year 
following a failed attempt at win- 
ning the World Boxing Council 
108.b crown from Mexican 
Jorge "Travieso" Arce. 

However, Gamboa decided to 
don his gloves 10 months later 
while serving as his own manag- 
er. He had little luck as fighter- 
manager, however. 

He first lost a split decision to 


Indon Dickson Ton last Nov. 2 al- 
so in Jakarta. Barely a month lat- 
er, Gamboa dropped another de- 
cision to Indon Angky Angkota. 

It is obvious Gamboa is по 
longer the same fighter once 
feared in Asia while under the 
renowned Japanese manager Joe 
Koizumi and Cebu boxing patron 
Tony Aldeguer. 

Under Koizumi, Gamboa had 
won the WBA Fedelatin light fy- 
weight te, the МВА mini- 
mumweight interim tide and 
then the WBA minimumweight 
regular title. 

Gamboa turned pro after an out- 
standing amateur career under 
Aldeguer and went on to win the 
Philippine minimumweight crown. 

Salven Lagumbay 


Held last December 22, 2004, PDI Executives headed by President 
& CEO Sandy Romualdez (center) were at hand to draw the winners 


for Inquirer's Guyito Wild Hunt Promo. Also present were (from left 
to right) VP-Marketing Donald Lim, VP-Information Technology 
Garry Libby, SVP-Sales & Marketing Rene Reinoso, DTI Representa- 


tive Virgilio Lamano, VP-Advertising Felipe Olarte and Associate 
Editor Abel Ulanday. 
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REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents OH ROMEO 
at REP's GLOBE THEATER - January 14 lo 30, 2005 


‘Visit the New Ayala Museum located beside Greenbelt 4 slong Makati Avenue. 
Totinaones. posse cal 97-1117 


Ayala MUSEUM 
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‘Ayala Cinemas lake pleasure in giving 
their loyal moviegoers the chance lo meet 
а greet the stars of the 2004 Metro 
Mania Fim Festival this yuletide season. 
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Have your picture taken w/the stars for FREE 
and win exciting prizes. 
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‘The 30th Metro Mania Fim Festival 
opens December 25 in Ayala Cinemas. 


4 Ayala Cinemas Ticket 
7 Timezone Passes 
4 Taters/Chimara Cine-Snack 


Avallubla т all Tators/Chimara and Ayala Cinomas. 
Glorietta 1 & 4, Groenbalt 1 & 3, Alabang Town Contar апа Ayala Contor Cabu 


‘CUSTOMER SERVICE TEXT HOTLINE: 0917-6095900 * CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE: Glorietta 
зебра» Genie 757-4853; Vom oto Vn e Alabang Town Conter < 842-2782; fran Oe on 


Avola Center Cobu (032) 231-5342 lac 324 * AYALA CINEMA LINKS: For conia mes col 729-7777. 
Reserve you seats by Lion SURESEATS GBS or SURESEATS G4 t 2233 (bo or 211 Geri 
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Christmas minus loved ones 


MY MOST vivid and 
happy memories of 
Christmases past in- 
variably involve my 
mom. 

Her absence last 
Christmas therefore 
was painful and 


marked by her loved 
ones’ indescribable 
Tonging. 

The passing of 
time hasn't made her 
absence less painful. 
1 long for her even 
more now that the 
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holidays are here 
again. The void she 
left remains a black 
hole in my heart. 
Those who recent- 
ly lost their loved 
ones—notably Tita 
Susan Roces, Tito 


Dolphy, Tito Joe and 
Tita Gina de Venecia 
now know what T 
mean as they go 
through their own 
Christmas — minus 
very significant peo- 
ple in their lives. We 
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can only empathize 
with each other and 
somehow try to have 

a merry Christmas. 

On a lighter note, 
allow me to go on 
with tradition and 
make some Christ- 
mas wishes for my 
friends in show biz. 
They say our fond 
wishes are prayers in 
disguise. If we wish 
ardently enough, no 
doubt the whole uni- 
verse will conspire to 
make them соте 
true. 

So here goes my 
Christmas 2004 wish 
list... 

Pops Fernandez. A 
love that needs no 
explanation 

Ogie Alcasid. For 
his long-distance 
marriage to be in- 
trigue-free. 

Sharon Cuneta. 
For a baby boy to be 
her protector some- 
дау. More movies like 
“Crying Ladies.” 

‘Albert and Мед 
Martinez. To become 
The Eventologists to 
beat as they continue 
to invent and create 
unique strategies in 
their new PR endeav- 
or. 

Cesar — Montano 
and Sunshine Cruz. A 
baby boy who will 
look like both of 
themin equal parts. 

Julius Babao and 
Tin-Ti Berol. A 
smooth delivery for 
Tin, More projects for 
them as TV's lovable 
husband-and-wife 
team, 

Dr. Vicki Belo. To 
have a cloning device 
in her clinics. True 
friends like her ought 
to becloned. 

Monsour — del 
Rosario. To have a 
Mon Jr. soon whom 
he will train to be- 
come an Olympian 
like him. 

TJ Manotoc. More 
сше litde “master- 
pieces" for girlfriend 
Rio and him. 

Boy Abunda. A 
talk show that goes ^ 
on 24/7. Can't have 
enough of his witand 
charm, 

Ces Drilon. To set 
up a finishing school 
50 she can share her 
tips on glamour and 
elan. 

Butch Francisco. 
More hours in his day 
because he's never 
too busy to be a 
friend. 

Yul Servo. More 
acting awards here 
and abroad. 

‘True Faith Band. A 
new hit song lo be my 
next "national an- 
them.” 

Maegan Aguilar. A 
hedonistic holiday in 
India wih she- 
knows-who. 

Rannie Raymun- 
do. A brand new al- 
bum ASAP 

Sheree. for her 
and Onemig Bon- 
does love affair not 
to be one that will 
last only until further 
notice, 

Maryo J. de los 
Reyes. A school for 
aspiring directors so 
they will imbibe his 
savoir faire. 

And for you my 
dear readers, 1 wish 
you ай the Christ- 
MUSThaves your lit- 
tle heart desires. 

For feedback, email 
wateringholeshangri- 
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THE QUEZON City 
Prosecutors Office 
has dismissed GMA- 
7's libel case against 
ABS-CBN for "lack of 
probable cause." 

Ina Dec. 3 resolu- 
ton, Assistant City 
Prosecutor Dindo G. 
Venturanza — ruled 
that the evidence 
presented by GMA-7 
‘was insufficient to in- 
dict ABS-CBN, ac- 
cording to a state- 
ment from ABS-CBN. 

The libel charge 
was prompted by 
ABS-CBN's Erwin 
тшо and Lynda Ju- 
milla's reports where 
they said GMA-7 had 
committed a viola- 
tion when itaired the. 
Angelo de la Cruz 
news footage of ABS- 
CBN. 


Iraqi terrorists had 
kidnapped and held 
De la Cruz, a contract 
worker, for several 
days before releasing 
him. 

The prosecutors 
resolution stated that 
the term — "pag- 
nanakaw ng video," 
as mentioned by Tul- 
fo and Jumilla, did 
not have defamatory 
imputation. 

"The statements 
made were simply to 
inform the viewers of 
the alleged copyright. 
infringement made 
by the complainants 
when they aired the 
Angelo de la Cruz 
footage," said the 
resolution. 

It said "the utter- 
ances made by the re- 
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Chinese-language 
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THROUGHOUT her public life, Ms Su- 
зап Roces has been known as the epito- 
me of graciousness, beaming sweetness 
and light to the gratified edification of 
everyone around her. 

Last week, however, when she was in- 
terviewed by ASB-CBN's Karen Davila, 
Susan threw viewers (and Karen!) for a 
loop when she criticized the TV network 
in no uncertain terms for what she felt 
was biased reporting in the last elections, 
and for casting painful aspersions 
against her husband, then presidential 
candidate Fernando Poe Jr. 

Tn place of "sweet" Swanie, the "new" 
Susan bristled, lashed out, and let loose 
"with stirring broadsides against the net- 
work, reducing the startled Karen to 
humbly apologizing for whatever pain 
ABS-CBN's electoral coverage had 
caused the Poe family. 

Right after the telecast, viewers called 
‘each other to express surprise at the un- 
expectedly palaban Susan they had just 
seen on the tube. 

For her part, Susan explained that she 
had been thinking and feeling these 
things for a long time, but had kept her 
peace in deference to her peaceable hus- 
band’s wishes. 

Now that he was gone, however, she 
felt she could finally give voice to her 
feelings of hurt and betrayal, which 
many of FPJ's followers shared. 

Despite Susan's explanation, many 
viewers were still bowled over by Susan’s 
radical "transformation," from nice k 
ten to feisty tiger 

However, those who really know Su- 
san weren't all that surprised by her suc- 
cinct, no-nonsense tirade. We reminded 
ourselves that Susan Roces’ first starring 
role in the movies was as the scrappy title 
character in "Ang Boksingera.” Enough 
said! 

And, despite the fact that she was built 
up asa sweet leading lady ("the face that 
refreshes"), Susan was bubbly rather 
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than blandly beautiful on the big screen. 

Even her goody-two-shoes screen 
characters were sweet only up to a point. 
When they had been taunted beyond en- 
durance by Sampaguita Pictures’ resi- 
dent kontrabidas, they fought back! 

‘Well, that’s what the real-life Susan 
did on TV last week, and we'd better get 
used to her more assertive and less com- 
pliant persona, which we'll be seeing 
more of in the coming months. 

In her TV interviews, Susan has also 
been saying that she plans to actively 
push for the societal reforms that FPJ 
wanted to achieve, and that many Fil- 
ipinos today are calling for. 

Well and good, but we wish that she 
would also assume a bigger leadership. 
role in the Filipino movie industry. which 
she and Ronnie have loved so much for 
so many years. 

‘As everybody knows, Filipino movies 
are in particularly dire straits, and the in 
dustry needs forceful and caring leader- 
ship to survive its current crisis. Susan 
could do a lot in this regard. 

More personally, we hope that Sus 
supports our suggestion 


so for his pioneering efforts in film 
preservation and restoration. 

With Susan's support, the film archive 
will more quickly become a reality, and 
our movie people, аз well as our millions 
of viewers, will benefit from it for many 
years to come. 


"Teen Titans" 
AT 6:30 pm. on Dec. 23, Car- 
toon Network screens "Tiny Ti- 
tans,” а superhero series that 
some viewers describe аз 
“Archive” mes Justice | 
League’ 

im of young superheroes $ 
(Robin, Cyborg, Starfire, Beast 
Boy and Raven) fights crime 
and learns to get along. 

The Titans’ adventures are 
more upbeat than the Justice 
leagues. Theyre fun-filled $ 
teenage situations in action- 
packed environments, told in 
single episode arcs. 

In today’s episode, "Transfor- 
mation,” the beautiful alien 
Starfire gets scared when she 
grows tusks on her neck, scales 
оп her skin, and hideous claws 
in place of fingemails. Is she 
turning into a horrible monster? 


Feedback 
FROM Ellen Redoblado of è 
Makati City: 
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“My wish for the local show biz world 
this Christmas is for entertainers to real- 
ize their enormous power for good and 
for bad. 

“All too often, they're in show business 
just for themselves, for fame and for- 
tune. They don't realize that they may be 
behaving in ways that give a bad exam- 


pleto their young fans. 

"To them, its only business, walang 
personalan, as they love to say, but it’s 
much more than that, 

“This Christmas, I hope they will de- 
cide to use their strong influence on 
their audience to do good instead of 
bad 


B. 'tmiss the Aen event 
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that the Philippines 
should finally put up a 
good, state-of-the-art film 
archive, and that it be 
named the Fernando Poe 
Jr. National Film Archive 
ofthe Philippines. 

We have made this гес- 
ommendation in recogni- 
tion not only of FPJ's love 
for Filipino movies, but al- 


CRISTINA GONZALES, husband Alfred Romualdez and father, 


former actor Jose Mari 


FPJ death. 


principal sponsors at his wed- 
ding. 

“Whenever there was a prob. 
lem in the industry, we ran to 
FPJ," Jestoni recalled. "He was a 
really good person. He earlier 
said he had a project for the two 
of us. Too bad we can't do it now. 
Nobody can replace him, but I 
know there are a lot of people in 
the business who will work to- 
gether to save the industry" 

Makeup artist Fanny Serrano 
said he would never forget FPJ's 
thoughtfulness: "He would al- 
ways bring special food to my 
parlor, like kalderetang kambing 
(goat meat stew). When he was 
filming "Kahit Konting Pagtin- 
gin' with Sharon (Cuneta, Fan- 
пуб client), he noticed the col- 
lapsible dresser that I brought to 
the set. When I told him that I 
designed it, he asked me to do 
two pieces for him. Turned out 
that he bought it for his movie 
Company, so that his leading 
ladies would have a dresser 
even il they were shooting in the 
mountains," 

In time, Fanny said, "God will 
reveal to us the reason behind 
FPJ's sudden death. One day we'll 
be able to say, ‘kaya pala’ (so that 
was why)." 

‘Ace cinematographer Romy Vi- 
tug, who took shots of FPJ for the 
ads that the actor did for San 


up.” 


From page A26 


Miguel Beer, marveled at Da 
King's sense of humor and acces- 
sibility го ай kinds of people. 
“When I was elevated to the 
Famas Hall of Fame,” Vitug re- 
called. "It was FPJ who presented 
my award. Afterwards he told 
me, ‘Ginawa mo akong extra (You 
made me bit player). Iwas hesi- 
tant to invite him to my birthday 
party once, but when 1 did, he 
readily said yes—and he showed 


A gentleman 

He previously asked the son of 
former Sen. Santanina Rasul why 
the Muslim populace liked FPJ, 
Vitug said, and the reply was: 
"Because he's a gentleman 

While these show biz denizens 
acknowledge 
gloom that threatens the box-of- 
fice performance of the forthcom- 
ing Metro Manila Film Festival, 
they remain hopeful that for the 
love of FPJ, the Filipino people 
will troop to the theaters once 
again. 

"That's why I ask people not to 
[wallow] in grief” Serrano said. 
"Instead, we have to support local 
movies to prove that the movie 
industry didn't die with FPJ.” 

Besides, Revilla pointed out, 
"Supporting the film fest is some- 
thing that would have made FPJ 
very happy" 


the pervading 


FORMER actress Janet Bordon (in pink) remembers FPJ's 


"remarkable humility” 
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By Jocelyn Valle 
Contributor 


‘THE PASSING of Fernando Poe Jr, ас: 
knowledged King of Philippine 
movies, should be a challenge to both 
his colleagues and audience to keep 
alive the industry that he loved and 
which, in recent years, has seen a 
. rapid decline. 

This is the call of all show business 
denizens—great and small, active 
and retired, working on and off 
cam—who paid their last respects to 
the iconic star, director and producer. 
on Tuesday night at the Sto. Domingo 
Church. 

“ез a big responsibility filling his 
shoes,” admitted Sen. Bong Revilla, 
who also became famous as an action 
star like FPJ. “But we'll ry to achieve 
his dreams for the industry. We have 
to do something about its present 
state, which is hampered by taxes and 
piracy. We should not, and we will 
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“Еру’ѕ death should unite industry’ 


not, let the industry die. There are 
three of us actors in the Senate (Jing- 
goy Estrada and Lito Lapid are ће 
other two) and I'm sure we all feel the 
sameway,” 

Revilla took FPJ's untimely demise 
as a wake-up call for everybody in 
and out of the business. "We should 
all unite, especially in a crisis like his. 
T hope other politicians will also sup- 
port the movie industry" he said. 


Avacuum 

Ricky Davaó believed that the de- 
cline in the movie industry is a global 
trend that affects even Hollywood. 
"People are talking about this" he 
said, "and so there has been a keen 
consciousness about the business." 

Scriptwriter Roy Iglesias warned 
that the death of FPJ has left a vacu- 
um in the business. "He's a pillar of 
the industry. If you lose a pillar, the 
structure is in danger of crumbling. 
We really don't know what's going to 


happen. 

“At, the same time, this has united 
the industry. Everybody's thinking of 
how to keep his memory alive. We 
cannot let the industry die.” 

Rudy ndez said everyone 
within the industry was more than 
willing to do his part, but that the au- 
dience should also help. As for FPJ, he 
said, "He is irreplaceable. He's not 
just an industry leader; he's also a {а- 
ther, a brother and a godfather to all 
ofus.” 

Kay Torres, whose mother, slain ac- 
tress Nida Blanca was close to FPJ 
and his wife Susan Roces, agreed: 
“Nakakapanghinayang (Its such a 
pity). 1 just tell myself that my mom 
and Tito Ron are now together and 
somehow I'm comforted. Still 1 feel 
bad because Tito Nestor (De Villa, Ni- 
da's on-screen partner) has also died. 
And my mother's case has not been 
solved. When I condoled with Tita 
Susan, 1 told her that now we have 

both experienced a 
huge loss.” 


Humility 

Former actress 
Janet Bordon said it 
might take а while 
before Philippine 
show business goes 
back to normal. 

“We lost a king and 
a leader,” said Janet. 
* never did a movie 
with him, but I did 
опе under his compa- 
ny, which starred Tita. 
Susan. 1 will never 
forget that he was 
such a gentleman. 
And his humility was 
remarkable." 

Actor and Rizal 
Vice Gov. Jestoni 
Alarcon recalled get- 
ting valuable advice 
from FPJ, one of the 
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INDUSTRY WON'T DIE, vows Sen. Bong Revilla, flanked by Rudy Fernandez and Kay Torres 
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_ Neda says economy grew 6.1% in '04 
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Ѕтоск MARKET 
Shares close 0.8% higher 
‘SHARE prices PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
d closed 0.8 per- 
Д centhigheryes- 
"^ terday, lifted by 
bargain-hunting 
after three days of falls and 
overnight gains on Wall 
Street, dealers said. 
They said concerns that the 
massive funeral of moviestar "ariera sonus enanz 
and defeated presidential can- Ganpat 
didate Fernando Poe would 
turn into an anti-government rally had limited the market's gains. 
The Phili Stock Exchange composite index gained 14.29 
points to close at the day's high of 1,789.74. 
Volume totaled 1.85 billion shares worth P458.9 million, from 
815.8 millon shares worth P584.27 milion on Tuesday. 
‘The broader all-shares Index was up 2.26 points at 1,146.56. 
Gainers led losers 35 to 30, with 42 stocks unchanged. 
"Investors are quite hesitant to postion in the market aggressively 
due to rumors of a possible destabilization plot after the (Poe's) buri- 
al," said Astro del Castillo of First Grade Holdings. 
But he said the market still had the momentum to go up further 
‘Thursday “should nothing untoward happen today.” 
Movie star Poe, who lost to President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo in 
May's presidential election, died on Dec. 14 after suffering a stroke. 
He was buried after a funeral procession attended by hundreds of 
thousands of supporters. 
Authorities earlier warned thay had uncovered plans to use ће fu- 
neral as а focus for anti-government sentiment, but Poe was laid to 
rest without Incident. АЕР 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL Economic and Development Authority 
said the country's economy, as measured by the gross do- 
mestic product (GDP), likely grew by 6.1 percent for 2004, 
beating most forecasts including the government's origi- 
nal target of 4.9 to 5.8 percent. 

‘According to Scholastica Соога. ment for ће full year is that GDP 
ton, head of the Neda’ policy and growth will settle at 6.1 percent,” 
planning division, the economywas Cororaton said in a telephone in- 
buoyed partly by the strong perfor- terview, adding that official fig- 
mance of the services sector, which ures on the 2004 GDP would be 
was estimated tohave grownby7.1 announced in January. 
percent for the year. ‘The Neda said that the above- 

The growth of the services sec- target GDP growth indicated the 
tor was partly attributed to the economy's resiliency despite the 
mushrooming of investments re- governments gaping fiscal deficit 
lated to business process outsoure- and the acceleration of consumer 
ing (BPO), which covers services prices that weighed down on 
rendered by call centers. The Neda spending habits. 
said the country would be banking According to Cororaton, the 
оп the strength of this sector next country’s robust economic per- 
year to compensate for a possible formance for the first three quar- 
slowdown in the outputoftheelec- ters of the year helped the econo- 
tronics industry due to the predict- my maintain growth at the 6-per- 
edslowdowninglobaldemand. сеп: level despite a slowdown in 

Cororaton said the agriculture the fourth quarter. 
sector likely expanded by5.8 ре — Cororaton said GDP growth for 
cent this year, while the industry the fourth quarter dipped to be- 
sector grew by 4.8 percent. low 5 percent. The recent ty- 

“With these figures, ourassess- phoons that adversely affected 


Power shortage seen in 


By Abigail L. Ho hydropower for its electricity 
needs wasa huge disadvantage in 
times of drought. 

Next year, he said the April 
June period would prove critical 
forthemain grid as the water lev- 
el in Lake Lanao, the body of wa- 
ter that runs the turbines of the 
Agus hydropower plants, would 
likely hit critical levels. 

Should the projected occur- 
rence of the El Nifio phenomenon 


WITH the El Nifio weather phe- 
nomenon seen coming again next 
year, Mindanao residents may be 
in for rotating brownouts if no 
new capacity is added to the main 
grid soon. 

Ramon Abaya, chair of Са- 
gayan de Oro Power and Light 
Со. (Cepalco), explained that the 
main grid's heavy dependence on 
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production of the agriculture sec- 
tor, which accounts fir a fifth of 
the economy, were partly to 
blame for the slowdown. 

The fourth-quarter growth was 
much lower than the 6.4 percent, 
66 percent, and 6.3 percent 
recorded in the first three quar- 
ters of 2004. 

"The National Statistics Coordi- 
nation Board (NSCB) earlier said 
GDP growth would likely be cut 
by 0.35 percentage points in the 
fourth quarter because of the ef- 


2003 2и" 


“Projected 


fects of typhoons Unding, Violeta, 
Winnie and Yoyong. 

According to the Department 
of Agriculture, some P2.7 billion 
worth of palay corn, coconut and 
other agricultural and fishery 
products were destroyed by the 
typhoons in November and early 
this month. The NSCB said the 
amount was equivalent to 1.7 
percentage points of the output 
of the agriculture, fishery and 
forestry (AFF) sector in the fourth. 
quarter. 


Mindanao in mid-2005 


actually take place in the second 
quarter of 2005, he said this 
would probably result in a water 
level pattern similar to that in 
1998 when the level sank below 
the 699.15 meters that National 
Power Corp. and National Trans- 
mission Corp. considered critical. 

Below critical levels, he said 
the Agus plants would not be able 
to run, resulting in a power sup- 
ply shortage. This lack of power 
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supply would then give rise to 
hours-long brownouts that would 
hurt the Mindanao region's 
steadily booming economy. 

At present, he said the Min- 
danao grid's power reserve was 
already very low. The supply-de- 
mand gap, including reserves, 
would hit a very thin margin of 16 
megawatts (MW) by March next 
year. 


POWERIB2 


E RS | 
Seth lin 9 АЫ 
аа 


E 


e E E E Ee 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


aana 


BUSINESS 


RP seen averting credit downgrade 


By Doris C, Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES could avoid a 
credit rating downgrade next year 
from major international agencies, 
as it succeeded in getting unpopu- 
Таг and painful fiscal measures off 
the ground, according to the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

BSP managing director for in- 
vestor relations Corazon Guidote 
said in her year-end economic 
briefing that while reforms were 
slow in coming, particularly in 
addressing the budget deficit, at 
feast there was progress. 


Guidote clted the steps taken 
by the state-run National Power 
Corp. to raise an additional $1.5- 
$2 billion from the privatization 
of its transmission assets. 
Napocor recently raised $561 
million from the sale of the 500- 
megawatt Masinloc Power Plant. 
She also noted that Napocor's 
initial power rate increase of 89 
centavos per kilowatt-hour will 
likely bring in P8 billion in addi- 
tional revenues this year, and an- 
other P32 billion in 2005. 
Guidote also noted the 
progress {п the passage of tax 
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"earn as high as 3.5% 


$10,000 to $50,000to $100,000 to 
49,399 

2.750% 
3.000% 
3.250% 
3.250% 
3.500% 


‘Quoted ratos aro for ndivdual accounts only and ere subject to change without prior notes. 

nse Supt enum tae Sa mL E TA EQ ae 
Visit any of our 139 PSBank Branches nationwide. 
Momor ot tho POIC. Maximum Doposit insuranco far each Depositor P260,000.00 


99,999 


3.000% 
3.250% 
3.500% 
3.500% 
3.500% 


4.0 million 


3.000% 
3.250% 
3.500% 
3.500% 
3.500% 
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bills, such as those on lateral at- 
trition and the rationalization of 
fiscal incentives. 

Another positive development 
clted was the Supreme Courts 
decision on the Mining Act, al- 
lowing 100-percent foreign in- 
vestments in the sector, 

‘She expressed confidence that 
more significant progress would 
be seen in time for the visi in Jan- 
ary of representatives of the ma- 
Jor credit rating agencies. 

Guidote said that a team from 
S&P was scheduled to aive іп 
January, along with teams from 
two Japanese credit rating 
firms—Japan Rating and Invest- 
ment Information Inc. and Japan 
Credit Rating Agency. 

She said it was crucial that 
progress in implementing reforms 
be seen as S&P was finding it in- 
creasingly difficult to justify its 
“stable” credit rating outlook on 
the country, given the "negative" 
outlook by Fitch and Moody’. 

Fitch, which visited in November, 
spared the country from a down- 


grade but put а "negative" outlook, 
Which meant that a downgrade was 
still possible inthe near term. 

Moody's, which visited early this 
month, is expected to release its 
latest evaluation report in January. 

Guidote, who is quitting her 
post by the year's end, said the re- 
‘cent progress indicated the Ar- 
Toyo administrations commit- 
ment to the following: 

е achieving fiscal consolida- 
tion in the medium term by in- 
creasing revenues and reducing 
consolidated debt; 

* restructuring the power sec- 
tor with the immediate privatiza- 
tion of Napocor and implement- 
ing short-term painful measures 
to restructure power rates; 

© deepening the capital mar- 
kets by giving more teeth to regu- 
lators and giving the right vehicles 
in which primary and secondary 
financial markets can thrive; and, 

© increasing exports and in- 
vestments with more provisions 
for infrastructure and a standard 
set of investment incentives. 


Ayala extends contract 
with InterContinental 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


AYALA Hotels Inc., the hotel op- 
erations arm of the Ayala group, 
has agreed to extend the manage- 
ment contract of InterContinen- 
tal Hotels Group for InterConti- 
mental Manila for another year. 

The contract expires at the end 
f December. 

InterContinental Manila opened. 
їп 1969 and is one of the longest 
operating hotels in the Makati Cen- 
tral Business District, 

The hotel is owned by Ayala Ho- 
tels wholly-owned subsidiary Enjay 
Hotels Inc, while the InterConti- 
mental Hotels Group takes care of 
management and operations. 

"We are pleased with the ex- 
tension and recognize the long 
partnership between Ayala and 
the InterContinental Hotels 
Group which goes back all the 
way to the pioneer days of the 
Makati Central Business Districr,” 
Ayala Hotels president Jaime Ay- 
ala said in a statement. 

“By leveraging both compa- 
nies expertise, we have estab- 


lished InterContinental Manila, a 
veritable icon in this dynamic 
city, We value the relations 
with Ayala Hotels Inc. and look 
forward to continuing with Ayala 
Hotels under Jaime Ayala's lead- 
ership.” added A. Patrick Im- 
bardelii, managing director for 
InterContinental Hotels Group 
Asia Pacific. 

InterContinental Manila first 
opened its doors 35 years ago and 
now features 338 guest rooms, 

Apart from InterContinental 
Manila, InterContinental Hotels 
Group has two hotels, Holiday 
Inn Galleria in Ortigas Center, 
and Holiday Inn Clarkfield in 
Pampanga. The groups fourth 
hotel, Crowne Plaza Galleria 
Manila, is scheduled to open next 
year. 

Revenues from Ayala Land's ho- 
tel operations, which account for 9 
percent of consolidated revenues 
for the nine-month period, im- 
proved by 22 percent to P1.13 bi 
lion owing to higher occupancy 
and room rates compared to the 
previous year. 


Infanta, Quezon 4336 


Philippines 


Telefax No. (042) 535-2163 


| Power 
| shortage 


From page Bl 


The grid would 
have no reserves and 
even a power defi- 
ciency in the suc- 
ceeding three 


To all donors, benefactors and partners, 


Ina few days, we shali be celebrating the Solemn Feast of the Lord's Nativity. it's Christmas 


once again! 


For us In the Prelature of infanta, which was hardest hit by the recent flash flood tragedy, 


SOCIALACTION CENTER- PRELATURE OF INFANTA 
OPERATION DUGSONG BUHAY RELIEF 


December 16, 2004 


Christmas must go on. It must be solemnly celebrated. 


As we carry the heavy load of pain and suttering at this time, we are 
strengthened by the generous hearts and hands rea 
and urgent needs. During those moments of urgency, 


Jou WI 


to holp us durin: 


ВЕ THERI 


kindness, assistance both material and for pur funds, concern and prayers, 


We are strengthened that you are still with us as we continue to help rehabilitate and 
rebuild people's lives and families. We think of how the Holy Family experlenced suffering 
and uncertainty as well. Like Mother Mary and St Joseph, we hold on to our faith that God 


ls with us. 


Emmanuel is the cry of our hearts; the song of our lips. God Is with us in the Child Jesus! 


| Thank you again, and may God bless you and your loved ones In the way He alone knows 


best! 
Merry Christmas! 


Sincerely in Jesus, 


A 


consoled and 
our immediate 
TO HELP US! 


In behalf of the Prelature ot Infanta/Aurora, | convey my sincerest gratitude for your | © 


months. 

According to data 
from Transco's Min- 
danao System Oper- 
ations, the Min- 
danao grid would 
have a shortage of 
56 MW in April, 79. 
MW in May and 5 
MW in June. 

Abaya said that the 
only way to prevent 
this scenario from 
taking place was to 
install additional ca- 
pacity as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Band-aid solu- 
tions, like the trans- 
fer of power barges 
the Mindanao 
grid from other ar- 
eas in the country, 
would help address 
the power crisis situ- 
ation in the near 
term, 

For the longer 
term, however, he 
said more capacity 
should really be 
added to the grid. 

To help arrest. 
looming power ci 
he said Cepalco sister. 
firm Mindanao Ener- 
gy Systems Inc, (Min- 
ergy) would be 


t 4 hee ые reo 
+Rolando J. Tria Tirona, OCD 
Bishop - Prelature of Infanta. 


Rev Fr. Israel Gabriel 
Soclai Action Director 


Dunutiuns may bo sent to MI. Carmel Shring Parish, Broadway St. New Manita, Quezon 
Cily., clo Sis. Zenia Plnaga, АМР or Bro. Dadong Nazario, ОСО. 


Compliments of Mirant Philippines 


Bishop Emeritus - Prelature of Infanta 


Deag 


boosting its power 
generation capaci- 
ties, 

Abaya said Napoc- 
or was already in 
talks with Minergy to 
fill in the power sup- 
ply shortfall that the 
El Niño would likely 
bring to the Min- 
danao grid by early 
next year. 


ullo Xavier Labayen, OCD 


ar 


Marlo Van Loon, ACT 
Relief Operations Director 
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DISCLOSURES 


BENEDICTO Valerlo was appointed assistant corporate secretary of In- 
ternational Exchange Bank. Н 


PILIPINO Telephone Corp. confirmed that the National Telecommunlca- 
tions Commission has approved the transler and issuance of Plllel 
shares to affiliate Smart Communications inc. 

PHILIPPINE Savings Bank (PSBank) has established a risk management 
committee to be chaired by Arthur Ty, and a corporate governance com- 
mittes to be chaired by Regis Puno. 

PSBANK declared regular cash dividends of PO.20 per share based on the 
outstanding capital stock payable to ай stockholders of record (date to be 
fixed after Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas approval) 


ERIC Wu aka Hsin-Hao was appointed director of Chinatrust (Phils.) 
Commercial Bank Corp., effective Dec. 21, replacing James Chen, who 
resigned. 

ISLAND Information and Technology Inc. will hold Its annual stockhold- 
rs’ meeting on Jan. 19, 2005 at 2 p.m. al the Casino Espanol de Manila, 
ТМ, Kalaw Street, Malate, Manila, Compiled by D.J. Yap, PDI Research 
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Naia-3 seen eg Conse 


o =. = E A 
operating | [V VU d 
ч А М поті December 20-23; 2004 

within 6 mos 


By Clarissa S. Batino ‘Trade Secretary Cesar Purisi- 

and Ronnel W. Domingo ma said the other day that under 
the rules of court, the govern- 

‘THE ARROYO administration ment could immediately take 

wants to open and fully operate over ће Naia-3 terminal after fil- 

the Ninoy Aquino International ing the expropriation case, noti- 

Airport Terminal 3 within the first fying the defendant, and paying a 

half of 2005 following govern- deposit that would cover final ы x. 

ment moves the other day to payment for the property. шири алы — s ai 

takeover the mothballed airport, Business groups alsowelcomed ^ : За ана dm ORO DIA O Emmy геге Noct E D рез 

atop aviation official said. the governments move to expro- Бетани iungere, prie gere Heated eee ome 

‘Alfonso Cusi, general manager priate airport terminal, which cece ener 

of the Manila Intemational Air- they said was vital for renewed in- 

port Authority, said airport au- vestor interest in the country: VOLVO aeae apenre ea orrip кун meria er rey 

thorities have started to work with Ramon R. del Rosario Jr., chair of оа 

engineering groups toensure that (ће Philippines-United States Busi- a 1 eos iraan demit Penser ED Pepe Mailer 


EVENING MUSICAL TREATS: 7PM 


the infrastructure was safe and зе- ness Council, said ina statement the BANK OF THE PHILIPPI x 
cure for commercial operations. move meant that the terminal could Сна es FN H. бте тою Q tee REY dp- 
"The government had claimed begin to serve the needs of local 
thatthe Маја З had more than 40 travelersand foreign visitors. 
construction defects. “We are equally pleased that 
Cusi said the government would the expropriation proceedings 
also task an independent audit come with the assurance from the 
firm to conductan inventory ofthe government that it would pay fair 
alrpor’s facilities and equipment. and just compensation for the fa- 


‘The MIAA operates the Naia бо. cilinj" Del Rosario said. T h | К d f t 
mesücandintermationalalpons. He added that in a meeting be- oug S eek an ast. 
The пен terminal wasbuilttore- tween the RPUS and the US- 
place Naja-1, which was more than Asean business councils last 
20 years old. Naia-3 is designed to September, Naia 3—and its being 
handle 28 aircraft at any given time  operational—was identified as a 
and 13 milion passengersayeaz Кеу infrastructure project that 
"The government said that once would help stimulate the confi- 
the new terminal is operational, Na- dence of investors in the country. 
іал would be closed for repairs. "It is most gratifying that con- 
Cusi said Naia-3 would be crete action has now been taken 
open to all passengers within six оп (our recommendation)," Del 
months, “barring any threat toits Rosario said. 
structural integrity.” Peter Wallace, president of the 
“This is our priority, The Presi- Wallace Business Forum, said the 
dent has ordered that all necessary move would improve the coun- 
repairs and completion of pending чуз image in the international 
construction jobs be finished within community ata time when itis the 
six months and we will do that,” the only nation in Southeast Asia that sae & 
airport chief said. does not have a good terminal. : чоюу E воан E 
Cusi called the govermmentsde- “Foreign chambers have been |: F Tinana а а] ТТР 
cision to ехргорпае the Naia3 lobbying to the government to recon дви онна СЕ) ава т 
complex as а “lawful act.” He зай open the terminal for about а G " а DONNE 
this demonsusted the Arroyo ad. year and we are glad the govern- | жылатышыш. уди pets Aruna, co VARs a OTe utor РЕН to ga IIS cal ates occ com ph wr com gh 
 ministration's political will. ment listened,” Wallace said. ‘South & South East Ама Regional Headquarters: Caron Singapore Pus Lis 1 Малоли roni Avenve, 20401, Керрі Bey Tower, Segapora 098032 «www canon asin tom, 


Sturdy, space-efficient, super-speed scanners you can afford. 


Japan firm б Ў j 


gets permit 


TAKING advantage of 
the Supreme Court's 
ко ш. New Year deals, 
landmark decision on H 1 
the local mining law, travel in January! 
the Department of En- 


Damani | SINGAPORE JAKARTA 


exploration contract 199 2 9 

to Japan Petroleum US$ us$, 

Exploration Co. Lid. vb sorysare Vos золу о 5отзлома 

orJapex. Twotoge p 
Service Contract 


No. 46, which the 
DOE finally awarded BANGKOK SURABAYA 


to арек after a long ° 

period of uncertainty, 2 49 299 

covers the area over USS. 5. 

the Tanon Stas im | vldsary/sorreendsosysar | | Узал одот 

Negros Occidental Terp po E 


"The Supreme 
Court ruling has in- 


deed opened doorsof | | KUALA LUMPUR BRISBANE 


opportunities in our 


pum 049 5499 


шеһорбы гае | | wassosonesiomgaw | | заголовок 
rojects will bear fruit ч = 

Pd give us new dis- изе ык These branches shall be open on the following dates from 9:00 am to 12:00 nn. 

coveries to boost our 


bid for ide $ Dec, 24 Dec. 27 
pendence” Energy PENANG PERTH ес. ес. 


METRO MANILA Banawe sta Ana m 
Secretary Vincent Pasig - Shaw Banawe Tutuban 
Perez said in a state- USS. US$: Tutuban Pasig- Shaw Grace Park 
mentyesterday Valds073/S01%6 ондоо | | eld sa75/S0225 end Sazz4/sa7s кчы dec M is 
ROCHE hong kog Ermita NAA Las Pinas 


new раплепїр Й South Super High Азр 
should further en- = : vem Main 


hi the M 
Шемс | Denpasar | |. svonev пени = ея 


Just last week, the 299 479 
DOE awarded Ser USS, [Us CENTRALLUZON ^ Ballbago, Pampanga Angeles upa 


vice Contract No. 45 Vid 5073/50148 ond SO141/S074 ава 5075/0211 ond 50220/5076 ta, Zambales po Batangas- P. Burgos 
to Hong Kong-listed fake ae Sta, Cruz, Zambales San Fernando, Pampanga 
firm South Sea Sin, Crus, Zambales 
Petroleum Holdings Fay E ETR 

E look ат at www.singaporeair.com/; Malolos 
Ltd. for oil and gas = твае SOUTHERN LUZON Naga maga 
exploration activities San Pedro, Laguna San Pedro, Laguna 
over the Agus Calapan, Mindoro 
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SONY Ericsson Color Play, held at the 
Ayala Museum, was this season's first. 
fun foray of great food, great music and 
great images as Sony Ericsson celebrat- 
ей another successful year. Since mak- 
ing the industry's first full-color mobile 
phone with the T68i, Sony Ericsson has 
Jed mobile phone users to new dimen- 
sions in experiencing mobile communi- 


Propio EJeniscProducis 


A. Editor Aries Espinosa 
Sony Ericsson celebrates color 


cations. 

Photographer Ronnie Salvacion pro- 
vided business partners, industry col- 
leagues, dealers and guests with instant 
portraits on the 5700, that swinging 
new cellphone in a unique swivel de- 
sign capable of 13 megapixel digital 
images. 

Sony Ericsson had the Museum Plaza 


Teodoro б. Alberto was the envy ofall 
for winning the $700} in the rafie. 

The Sony Ericsson S700i camera 
phone has become the seasons must- 
have stocking stuffer and has joined the 
ranks of other Sony Ericsson bestsellers: 
the P910i, K500i and K700i. Sony Erics- 
son Phils GM Dennis Manzano, joined 
‘onstage by guest of honor corporate VP 


E-mail: pr pepGinuirercom gh 
sespinosa@inqulrercomph 


SONY Ericsson Phils GM Dennis Manzano, Globe Tele- 
сот head-wireless sales and distribution Lizanne Uy- 


chaco and Sony Ericsson corporate VP and head of 
Asia Pacific Region Kazuo Nakai: 


пютоктЮтн мон 


decked with a sump- 
шош buffer dinner, 
digital display and a 
lady on a swing (just 
like the Sony Ericsson 
S700 Swing ад). 
Guests lined up for 
photos against an Os- 
Car Awards-style back- 
drop of Sony Ericsson 
and were blown away 
by the sharpness and 
айу of these in- 
stantly printed shots 
from the S700. Small 
wonder Mobile Ex- 
pers Шс president 


CMAP ANNUAL NEWSBOYS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Inquirer SVP for sales and marketing Rene Reinoso, Marion Mari- 


The Circulation Managers Association of the Philippines (СМАР) 
organized recently the successful staging of the annual newsboys 
Christmas Party held at the Rizal Memorial Track and Field Stadi- 
um. Over 5,000 newsboys In Metro Manila attended the affair fet- 
ed with fun, games and lots of prizes. Photo shows the circulation 
managers of various newspapers and magazines posing fora 
‘souvenir shot before the formal opening of the affair: (from left, 
kneeling) Dante Castro (Malaya), Rodrigo Cardino (Abante), Jun 
Binegas (Bulgar), and Lino Minor (Abante); (standing, from lft) 


and head. of Asia Pacific Region Kazuo 
Nalai, toasted the great year that was 
for Sony Ericsson and honored the part- 
ners that helped get them there. 

Host Joel Trinidad kept the evening 
lively as Akafellas and Anna Fegi, ac- 
companied by the multi-talented Той 
Fuentes, rendered a colorful and im- 
pressive repertoire of jazz, pop and 
even Christmas songs. 

‘Sony Ericsson ended the evening оп 
a high note, with gifts of music CDs for 
everyone. The songs, all related to color, 
are a fitting reminder that for a full 
range of experience in mobile commu- 
nications, Sony Ericsson is the name 


ano (Businessworld), Olive Pozon (Bandera/Tumbok), Connie 


Victorino (Peoples Journal) Cristy Licup (CMAP secretary), Norie 


Villanueva (Atlas), Renato Cayanan (Graphics), Menchie Adivoso 
(Newsbreak), Gilbert Sison (Balita). Rose Fernando (CMAP 


ales and promotions Bien Baltazar. 


FAIRY TALE X-MAS WITH URC FLOUR'S GIANT GINGERBREAD HOUSE 


This Yuletide season, Universal Robina Corpora- 
tion Flour Division brings to the Philippines ап 
age-old Christmas tradition from Europe and 
North America: a glant gingerbread house, now on 
display atthe 2nd level of Robinsons Galleria. 
Made with no less than Universal First Class Flour, 
this quaint cottage brings to life the magic of the 
much-loved tale of Hansel and Gretel. Kids and 
adults alika will definitely be enchanted with this 
unique display which will run for the whole month. 
of December. As an added treat, kids can have 
thelr pictures taken with Santa Claus from Dec. 11 


BOY PIANIST SHINES IN SEOUL 


‘A Filipino 12-year-old boy, Franco Lorenzo Fajardo 
Liwanag, became a celebrated pianist in Korea 
during the Memorial Concert held on Oct. 16 for 
the 106th birthday of Dr. Shinichi Suzuki, the. 
founder of the Suzuki music method. Franco was 
the sole Philippine representative In this Important 
memorial concert. He was selected by his mentor, 
professor Carmencita Guanzon-Arambulo (left) of 
University of the Philippines and directress of the 
Greenhills Music Studio, as well as president of the 
Philippine Suzuki Association; and by Hkung-Ik 
Hwang, president of the Asia Suzuki Association. 


1026, from 12 noon to 2 p.m. and from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Special goodies will also be given away to 
lucky mall visitors. Shown in photo during the re- 
cent ribbon cutting ceremonies are URC Flour OC 
manager Nicanor P. Ines; URC Flour sales manag- 
er Nalda D. Ebora; Santa Girt; URC Flour general 
‘manager Ellison Dean C. Lee; JG Summit Holdings 
Inc president Lance Y. Gokongwel; Robinsons 
Malis general manager Nilo S. Mapa Jr; CMC plant. 
manager Gerry М. Magadia; URC Flour marketing 
services manager Kismet I. Uy and Robinsons 
Land Corporate PR manager Roseann C. Villegas. 


KEPPEL CEBU SHIPYARD IS A CENTENARIAN 


Toasting to the posterity and prosperity of 
Koppel Сери Shipyard are (from left): Choo 
Chiau Beng, chair and CEO of Keppel Offshore 
& Marine Ltd; Lim Chee Onn, executive chalr 
of Keppel Corp; Erramon Aboitiz, chief operat- 


Ing officar, Aboitiz Equity Ventures; Charies 
Foo, chair, Keppel Philippine Marine Inc; 
lawyer Augusto Go, president, University of 
Cabu; Dr. Ishmael Limkahkeng Jr.; Toh Ko Lin, 
president, Kappel Philippine Marine Inc, 


trustee), Jess Mallare (Manila Bulletin), Nanette Deza (Abante), 
Raul Esguerra (Abante), Lu-Ann Quijano (Abante), Lito Sala 
(Pilipino Star Ngayor/PM) and Inquirer circulation manager for 


ASIA BREWERY UTILIZES 2GO RRTS 


In support of the government's Strong Republic 
Nautical Highway, Asia Brewery Inc (ABI), mak- 
ers of Beer na Beer, recently partnered with 
Aboitiz freight group 280, which has adapted the 
RATS (Road RORO Terminal System) - а service 
that promises а more cost effective means of dis- 
tributing products with a faster and more efficient 
service, 260 offered the RATS service to ABI as 
the new means of distributing their beer products 
from Cagayan De Oro to Cebu. After a one-month 
trial period using the RATS service, ABI was sat- 
isfied with the efficiency and the amount of sav- 


ings they enjoyed while using the RRTS. And just 
recently ABI agreed and came to terms on the 
Memorandum of Agreement with 2GO Solutions 
for the RRTS service covering the Cebu-Cagayanz 
Cebu link. ABI is also interested in using the 
RATS service for their Cagayan-Tagbllaran-Ca- 
gayan, Cagayan-Dumaguete-Cagayan and Ca- `, 
gayan-Tacloban-Cagayan (via Cebu and Ormoc) + 
link. Shown shaking hands during the MOA sig 
ing are: (left) Anthony Dy, ABI VP - national oper- 
ations services and (right) Mike Camahort, SVP 
and С00, 260 Solutions. 


Mozcom offers Smart card-based solutions 


THE SMART card, a plastic card with an em- 
bedded microprocessor silicon chip, is widely 
used for industries like transportation, 
telecommunications, healthcare, government, 
banking, manufacturing and retail. The appli- 
cations include keeping track of loyalty points, 
stored value debit cards or electronic purses, 
secure identification system, access entry secu- 
rity and many more. 

“Smart card technology is an integral com- 
ponent of e-commerce solutions. Because you 
can store a large amount of offline data into it 
securely, it paves the way for offline applica- 
tions or those where it is impractical to have an 
always-on IP connection. Examples may in- 
clude your personal medical history stored on 
the card's chip so that in case of an emergency, 
hospitals can pull out the information from the 
card without needing to connect to some cen- 
tral database first. Financial transactions can 
also benefit in using debit cards because the 
value is stored right on the card. There is no 
need to set up an infrastructure to provide re- 
al-time verification unlike with credit cards," 
said Dick Chiang, Mozcom's CTO/COO. 


Smart cards can also be integrated with 
Point-of-Sale applications for debit payments 
and loyalty points tracking. Together with fin- 
gerprint scanning technology, it can provide а 
secure identification system that can be used in 
numerous applications. “Instead of keeping 
fingerprint templates on a central online 
database, you can store it right on the card,” 
Chiang adds. "Banks can perform customer 
identification and verification at any of their 
branches by just matching the fingerprint with 
the template stored on the card." 

Mozcom carties an affordable line of USB- 
based Smart Card readers that complies with 
PC/SC, EMV Level 1 and MS WHQL standards, 
Popular ISO-compliant memory cards and full 
microprocessor cards are supported. Contact- 
less, contact-based and simple balance readers 
are available. 

For companies who want to set up Smart 
card-based applications without the trouble of 
in-house development, Mozcom can cus- 
tomize а solution, You тау visit 
htp://www.mozcom.com/netprofit or call 
848-2606 for more details. 


Holiday 

feastat 

Serye 

BITE into home-style. 

Fitpino delights at 

Serye Restaurant and 

Café Enjoy thelr 

smokin good Chicken 

Barbeque - the specialty of the house, or appetiz= 
ing Embutido -a fiesta favorite. Follow up with 
Leche Fan a la Serye - our top dessert offering. 
Enjoy these and many other dishes, In big serv- 
ings, only at Serye Restaurant and Café. For бе- 
teries, с21924:2411425-2693 (OC Branch) or 
825-4691/828-9317 (Sucat Branch) 


А chocolatey Christmas 
SHOW your loved ones how much you care by 
giving them irresistible chocolate treats. The all 
new Belgian Bites are balls of soft, moist choco- 
late dough, filed with creamy Belgian Chocolate, 
wrapped in premium milk chocolate and coated 
with your favorite toppings. It's a perfect holiday 
‘treat that comes In an elegant gold Christmas 
box complete with Christmas card ready to be 
‘ivan away. With Mister Donut Belgian Bites, 
you're sure to have a very merry Christmas. 


The Chronomat Eon оп 
LAUNCHED twenty 

years ago against 

the trends of the pe- 

riod, the Breitling's 

Chronomat herald- 

ай tho renalssance 

of the mechanical 

chronograph, Вге- 

itling now presents Chronomat Evolution, the 
new version of tha model. This restyling repre- 
sented a significant challenge for Betting de- 
signers. The result В ап opulent, sophisticated 
chronograph featuring a perfect blond of pro- 
portions and curves, while remaining dedicat- 
Bd to Its vocation as an "instrument of profes- 
sionals”. Sturdiness, precision and functionali- 
ty are inherent on Breiting's iong tradition of 
making excellent timepieces. 


‘MUSIC OF MY MIND’ BOOK LAUNCH 


Shown are Macario Gaw Jr. and 
Karen Gaw, proud parents of Katrina 
Monica Chen Gaw (center), author. 
of the book, "Music of My Mind’ re- 


cently launched at the lounge of The 
Podlum. Others in photo are Andrew. 
Тап, chair of Megaworld Corp and 
Ric Lim, PR Consultant. 


NYC NAMES YOUNG YNARES OUTSTANDING YOUTH 


Laguna Lake Development Authority General Manag- 
er Dr. Jun Ynares Ill was named outstanding youth 
by the National Youth Commission atthe recently 
held Annual National Youth Day їп Cebu Cily. Ynares, 
31, was appointed by President Gloria Macapagal Ar- 
royo at the Laguna Lake Development Authority, thus 
‘making him the youngest top executive of the lake 
agency since it was created. Co-organizad by the De- 
partment of Education and the Kabataang Sama- 


samang Maglingkod (Kasama), this year’s National Youth Day has a theme ‘in 
Search for Filipino Youth identity.” A physician by profession, Ynares was cited for 
steering the LLDA into financial stabilty, as the lake agency was among the very 
few government entities that has shown steadiness Insofar as finances is con- 
ccemed-—reaching this year’s target revenue of P95.55 millon as early as October, 
sharing revenue to lakeshore localities, posting significant savings tor the lake 
agency as per instruction of President Arroyo in her call for austerity, among oth- 
ers. GM Ynares isthe son of Rizal governor Casimiro M. Ynares Jr. 


TRI-WORLD SPONSORS WEEK FORTHE GIFTED 


Tri- World International, makers of 
high-class quailty planos, sponsors 
Wyeth Philippines, Inc.'s celebration 
‘of the National Week for the Gifted 
this year, a countrywide long-week 
celabration of gifted and talented Fil- 
Ipino children as part of the country's 
support for these extraordinary indi- 
viduals. Shown in photo during the. 
‘National Weak for the Gifted's culml- 
nating event in Le Soufle Fort Boni- 


taclo aro gifted child saxophonist Ja- 
сой Sarreal, Asia's Songbird Regina 
Velasquez and gifted child pianist 
Bryan Sapigao. Beside Bryan Sapi- 
Qao sa Yamaha Baby Grand Plano 
from The Plano Centre or Tr/-Warld 
International. Trl World international 
has showrooms located In the ditar- 
ent parts of Metro Manila. For mora. 
details, you may call 920-7239, 373- 
3557 or 372-1146. 
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People, Events Product. 


Motorola opens its 1st concept 
store - The Motostation 


MOTOROLA plays it hip, fun and vi- 
brant as it opens its first concept 
store in the country at the Digital Ex- 
change located at 3rd Level of Glori- 
etta 3 of Ayala Center, Makati City. 

= The grand opening was highlight- 
ed bya ceremonial ribbon cutting led 
by Rod Nepumoceno, corporate di- 
rector of MTV Philippines, Edwin 
Tan, president of Memo Express and 
Arlene Aran Amarante, PCS country 
manager of Motorola Communica- 
tions Philippines Inc. 

"Motorola has signified its come- 
back in the Philippine market and 
the concept store at the Digital Ex- 
hange is a symbolic sign that we are 


fered a toast to the guests. 


эзан сааат ўа 


CHINA EA: 

‘Manila Travel Agency Association (MTAA) delegation headed by 
the officially designated representative of Mayor Lito Atienza of 
Manila - Melissa Cayco, recently visited the cities of Quanzhou, 
Jinjiang and Shishi. The visit of the group of professional travel 


The kitchen wiz behind Café Nuevé 


JEFF Edward Galvez, 

22, is the latest and 

perhaps the youngest 

restaurateur in the 

country today. On his 

birthday last Oct. 17, 

Jeff opened his first 

resto, Café Nuevé, 

ideally located at the 

ground floor of the 

Tony Galvez Cen- 

trum, 9th Avenue cor. 

P Tuazon ВМ, 

Cubao, Quezon City. 

The eldest of two sib- 

lings} Jeff finished 

Hospitality Management at the Southville International School in Las 
Pifias. He enrolled at the IHMES Hotel School, British Isle, to special- 
ize in his course, While there, Jeff observed that the English was a 
health conscious not only with their way of life but also with the way 
they eat. Restaurants offering healthy cuisine mushroomed in most 
part of the country and people flocked to them. 

This is the concept behind Café Nuevé, which offers an array of me- 
rienda fare and gourmet dishes that are delightfully delicious yet healthy 
and affordably priced. The menu comes with complete nutritional infor- 
mation prepared and evaluated by a nutritionist. Jeff maintains а low- 
Profile stance but in the kitchen he's wizard who can whip up anything, 
and everything, to his hearts content. He believes that a healthy eating 
iabit is tantamount to a healthy lifestyle. And Café Nuevé is his way of 
sharing this belief to the public. And what is Jeff's secret formula to a suc- 
cessful restaurant? “Passion for food”, he quips with a smile. 


Frisco Chees 
SA world-class 
sinduigence 
|-YOU can't rush excellent taste 
‘and certainly, Frico Cheese, the 
"biggest dairy company in Hol- 
land who also makes the bast- 
selling Marca Piña Queso de 
Bola, has mastered the element. 
of time in the art of creating 
cheese, No shortcuts for Frico Cheese. Its cheese variants Edam, Gouda 
and all its processed cheese are guaranteed to have been fully-aged to 
perfection to achieve the right aroma, shape, color, texture and most im- 
portanty that Impeccable Frico Cheese taste. Whether the method in- 
volves a couple of weeks or longer, every Frico Cheese is proof of excel- 
lence over time. So this Holiday season, reward yourself and your family 
ith an authentic Dutch treat with Frico Cheese. Frico, the same compa- 
ny that brought Marca Pifia Queso de Bola, Is also a National consumer 
ually awardee as 2004 Top Cheese Brand 


"The quality of olive oil but less expensive 


RICE bran al is extracted from the rice 
bran which is the thin brown coating 
between the rice kernel and the proteo- 
Ive husk. This bran contains valuable 
|-Rulrtious components such as vitamin, 
(агошїп, minerals and lecithin. Ollis 
'oarefully extracted trom the bran with 
the vitamins intact. As а result, tne oils 
“naturally fortified with the abundance of 
Vitamin E, Gamma Oryzanol, which re- 
‘duces bad cholesterol, and essential fat- 
dy acids. в mild flavor makes it suitable 
for salad dressing, frying and baking. It 
has been considered by many culinary 
and health expert as a superior all- 
around ol. This technology which start- 
ved n Japanis gaining much popularity around the world because of Ils 
‘many health benefits, and now it in the Philippines. You too can start your 
way to healthy eating with Arroza Rice Bran Oll. Indeed, the quality of live 
‘ll but ess expensive. Contains omega 3 and 6, naturally high in Vitamin E, 


here for the long haul. The store that 
carries a global look was designed to 
look young and hip to symbolize Mo- 
torola's change in strategic outlook. 
We are a young and fun brand that 
offers innovation and technolo 

said Arlene Aran Amarante as she of- 


For more than 75 years, Motorola, 
the US-based electronics giant, has 
proven itself a global leader in wire- 
less, broadband and automotive 
communications technologies and 
embedded electronic products, and 
has become a company recognized 
for its dedication to ethical business 
practices and pioneering role in im- 


portant innovations, 

“With this digital hub, Motorola 
and Memmo Express move forward 
and commit themselves of providing 
a complete range of Motorola hand- 
sets and accessories. Future products 
are highlighted to give the con- 
sumers a flavor of future technolo- 
gies,” Amarante continued. 

According to Edwin Tan, the store 
proprietor, people can expect this 
Motorola flagship store to be among 
the first to carry the latest in Motoro- 
la. “If you want to know the latest in 
mobile phones and accessories and 
its advancing technologies, give us a 


agents/members was sponsored by Quanzhou Department of 
Tourism and the China Eastern Airline. Shown in photo are chief 
delegate Melissa Cayco (10th on the right) and Anthony Que 
president of MTAA together with is entourage. 


^ — 

lAjesephine Christmas — 
‘THE AIR is crispand cool. Brightlightsand — 
whimsical décor adorn the streets. People busy 
milling along as they finish buying last-minute is 
presents. Itis that time ofthe year again-a — 3 
{ime best spent wth yourlod ones sharing 
the year's good cheer. For that perfect Ghrist- 
mas get-together, enjoy Josephine Restaurant 
in Tagaytay with its cool climate and spectacu- 

-lar views, and in Kawit, Cavite with its rich cul- 
{url and historical hettape. Enjoy a sumptu- 

1 ous feast with those close to your heart, and 
share in the warmth of the holiday's spirit. You 
_and your friends and familly will be comfortably 

* seated in Josephine Restaurant's spacious and 
Glossy Interiors and wa-andscaped exteriors 
There is something for everybody's palate so 
ail will have a perfect time. Josephine Restau- 
rant offers the best in Filipino cuisine with au- 
thentic ingredients and absolutely no'short- „ 
cuts. Aside from their food; the restaurant's : 
modern amenities, cleanliness and impressive. 
architecture is what makes people come back 
for more. With 37 fruitful years of quality food 
and service, Josephine Restaurant was award- 
ea the Kaatny Award for Restaurant fhe 
Year by the Department of Tourism for doing. 

7 the country proud with its efforts in promoting 
the tourism industry. For more information,. 
visit www.josephinerestaurant.com or call 
Josephine Restaurant Tagaytay at (46)413- 
1801 or fax 413-1802 or Josephine Restaurant: 
Kavit at (46)426-0161 or fax 434-3075. 


тешине 


NeutroP^na 


]&j ADVOCATES PDS’ SKINHELP 
Johnson and Johnson (J&J) Philippines, through its 
line of skincare products such as Neutrogena, joined 
the 28th Annual Philippine Dermatological Society 
(PDS) Convention held recently at Edsa Shangri-La 
Hotel in Mandaluyong City. During the event, PDS 
‘and J&J commemorated the conclusion of Skinhelp 
(Skin, Hair and Май Health Education Program), a 
public education and information campaign that 
toured various schools and health centers. For each 
outreach site, PDS Members gave a lecture and an- 
swered questions on proper care for the skin, hair, 


ri 


prose 


and nails, as well аз on common skin problems and ~ 
infections. POS’ Skinhelp is made possible through 
an educational grant from J&J. Part of this grant was 
also allocated for funding Skinhelp educational mate: 
rials proparod by POS which were disseminated to 
the public during Skinhelps activites. Photo shows + 
-J&. senior professional marketing manager Allan 
Ancheta, J&J professional marketing executive Crist] 
Ann Vilabianca-Deocareza, with representatives from 
the POS-Skinhelp Ad Hoc Committee Dr. Jasmin T. 
(Que (chair) and Dr. Tinky Nograles. 


UST study confirms comfort 
in Burlington Shock XT 


IN A time when athletes are stronger and com- 
fort is a necessity for better performance, 
Burlington Shock XT fulfil that need. 

Burlington Shock XT's efficiency in providing 
comfort to its wearer has been affirmed by re- 
searchers from the University of Santo Tomas 
College of Rehabilitation Sciences and College 
of Sports Sciences. 

"The pilot survey was done in mid-August to a 
group of UST Sports Science students, both 
boys and girls, who were divided into groups of 
sedentary and fit persons. Blindfolded, the sub- 
Jects performed three trials of vertical jump and 
20-meter sprint using ordinary socks first before 
the Burlington Shock XT. 

In both the vertical jump and the 20-meter 
Sprint tests, Sports Science chair Joy Reyes and 
Rehab Sciences College secretary Michael Peral- 
ta confirmed that Burlington Shock XT socks 
provided better comfort to the fit subjects than 
the ordinary socks. This is because of Burling- 


ton Shock XT's extra paddings which are scien: 
tifically designed to cushion the pressure of ac- 
tive movements. 

"Kung comfort lang ang pag-uusapan, tala- 
gang mas masarap isuot yung Burlington XT 
compared to ordinary ones,” said Reyes, 

Reyes added the Burlington Shock XT's per: 
formance can be better ascertained in activities 
that involve a lot of footwork. She said the effect 
on the wearer’s performance would likely be- 
‘come more evident on court-running sports and 
marathon, to name a few. 

“We also like to determine how long the com- 
fort would last to the socks wearer. Preferably 
we'd like to test it to marathoners the next 
time," Peralta saic 

Burlington Shock XT is a revolutionary prod: 
uct designed to strategically provide protection 
for the feet where it is needed most. It comes ii 
three specific designs made especially for sports 
thatinvolvea lot of jumping and running. 


XAVIER SCHOOL BATCH ‘88 HOLDS PRE-LAUNCH PARTY 


The Board of Xavier School Batch '8B recently 
concluded their pre-launch party last Nov. 13 for 
their XS 88 Foundation. Held in the roof deck at 
Speedzone in Fort Bonifacio, the pre-launch party 
was an evening of good clean fun, featuring 
thrilling kart raves, good conversation and free 


flowing beverages care ol Artic Vodka. Essential 
in making this event happen were our corporate 
partners, George Optical and Stardard Appl- 
ances. Making the evening especially enchanting 
маз a visit from some of the participants in this 
years Miss World Contest. 


rich in Gamma Oryzanol, low in saturated fat, high in essential fatty acis. 


Manson Kalinga Kapuso 

MANSON Drug's Kalinga Kapuso project aims 

to raise P1 million to be donated to the familles 

who were victims of the recent typhoons. This 

Christmas, join them in helping ease the burden of 

our brothers and sisters affected by the recent typhoons 

through their project. Visit your nearest Manson Drug outlet now, en- 
joy great discounts and contribute to a worthy cause. For more detalls 
you may call (045)860-3882 or e-mail marketing@mansondrug.com. 


The Columns Holiday Getaway 

COMMUNITY Innovations Inc (CII), an Ayala Land subsidiary, presents a Hol 
day Getaway promo for buyers of The Columns, Ayala Avenue, its premier 
high-rise residential condominium development. Running until Jan. 31, 2005, 
qualified buyers of 1-bedroom units at The Columns, Ayala Avenue can find 
themselves eligible for delightful Philippine travel packages. All packages 
coma with three days and two nights accommodation, local airfare, roundtrip 
transfers and complimentary breakfast each day. There's also the cholos ofa 
free roundtrip ticket for one from San Francisco, California to Manila for quall- 
fied forelgn-based participants. Qualified participants will have their choice of 
travel destinations - Bohol, Palawan, Cebu, Dakak, or Boracay - all for simply 
sharing with them the lifestyle at The Columns, Ayala Avenue. For inquiries 
about the Holiday Getaway promo, сай 750-0471 or 750-0484 or email cil- 
‘sales@ayalaland.com.ph or visit www.thecolumns.com. ph. Model units are 
available for viewing atthe rd Floor Gloria 3, Ayala Center. 


UST Cocafi updates directory 

THE UNIVERSITY of Sto. Tomas College Alumni Foundation Inc (Cocafl) is 
currently updating Its directory of the UST College of Commerce Alumni, so it 
tan update ts members on activities of the organization, and other relevant 
maiters. Alumni members whose names are isted in the directory must send 
the following through fax number 781-6629 or through e-mall to ustco- 
cafl@yahoo.com: name, major and year graduated, home address, busl- 
ness/company name, business address, home telephone number, business 
phone number, mobile phone number, fax number and e-mall address. Alum- 
ni members can also vist hitp:Arww.ust-comalumnil.cjo.net for updating. or 
call Fely de Leon at 781-6629 or 406-1611 local 8374, or 0917-917-5035. 


‘Get 1% Rebate’ from MasterCard and SM 
THIS holiday season, MasterCard International, together with SM Department 
Stores and select SM retal affiates, are offering MasterCard cardholders the op- 
‘portunity to receive an instant 1 percent rebate on ali purchases made when using 
their MasterCard credit card. The ‘Gat 1% Rebate’ SM-MasterCard promotion will 
run unti Dec 31. and apples to al MasterCard card purchases тайа at any SM 
Dopartment Store nationwide and parlcipatingretallfiates, such as: Ace Hard- 
ware, Baby & Co., Toy Kingdom, Our Home, Sports Central, and Surplus Shop. 


MASTERCARD AWARDS РІМ TO CARDHOLDER 
Inthe much-anticipated conclu- ner is Jose Mendiola, a retired 
slon of the MasterCard Priceless medical practitioner. Shown are 
Upgrade promotion, one lucky отапа prize winner Jose F. Mendi- 
MasterCard cardholder finally о/а (center) flanked by (from left) 
bagged the whopping P1 million ^ Antonio Corro and Jose Rene Vil- 
grand prize. The grand prize win- — la-Real of MasterCard. 


BPIFSB AWARDS 3RD DRAW PROMO WINNER 

BPI Family Savings Bank recently Loan promo gives the winners the 
awarded Escolatica Los Banos and chance to write-off huge amounts 
her mother Celina Los Banos for be- {rom their outstanding loan balanco. 
ing the lucky winners in tha 3rd Photo shows (trom left Celina Los 
Draw of the Erase your Housing Banos, Escolatica Los Banos, ВРІ 
Loan promo. Their loan has just Ғапу Savings Bank President Al- 
eon erased in the amount of fonso Salcedo Jr., and BPI SVP 
P500,000. Tho Erase-Your-Housing- Lourdes Claravall. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE " 
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MOTOROLA plays it hip, fun and vi- 
brant as it opens its first concept 
store in the country at the Digital Ех- 
change located at 3rd Level of Glori- 
etta 3 of Ayala Center, Makati City. 

‘The grand opening was highlight- 
ed bya ceremonial ribbon cutting led 
by Rod Nepumoceno, corporate di- 
rector of MTV Philippines, Edwin 
Tan, president of Memo Express and. 
Arlene Aran Amarante, PCS country 
manager of Motorola Communica- 
tjons Philippines Inc. 

“Motorola has signified its come- 
back in the Philippine market and 
the concept store at the Digital Ex- 
change is a symbolic sign that we are 


^ 
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People, Events ez Producis 
Motorola opens its 1st concept 


store - The Motostation 


here for the long haul, The store that 
carries a global look was designed to 
look young and hip to symbolize Mo- 
torola's change in strategic outlook. 
We are a young and fun brand that 
offers innovation and technology,” 
said Arlene Aran Amarante as she of- 
fered a toast to the guests. 

For more than 75 years, Motorola, 
the US-based electronies giant, has 
proven itself a global leader in 
less, broadband and automotive 
communications technologies and 
embedded electronic products, and 
has become a company recognized 
for its dedication to ethical business 
practices and pioneering role in im- 
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and Memmo Express move forward 
and commit themselves of providing 
а complete range of Motorola hand- 
sets and accessories. Future products 
are highlighted to give the con- 
sumers a flavor of future technolo- 
gies,” Amarante continued 
According to Edwin Tan, the store 
proprietor, people can expect this 
Motorola flagship store to be among 
the first to carry the latest in Motoro- 


18] ADVOCATES PDS’ SKINHELP 
1а, “If you want to know the latest in Johnson and Johnson (J&J Philippines, through lis 
mobile phones and accessories and _ ine of skincare products such as Neutrogena, joined 
its advancing technologies, give us athe 28th Annual Philippine Dermatological Society 
visit. (PDS) Convention held recently t Edsa Shangri-La 
Hotel in Mandaluyong City. During the event, PDS 
and J&J commemorated the condusion of Skinhelp 
(Skin, Hair and Nall Health Education Program). a 
Pubic education and information campaign that 
toured various schools and health centers. For each 
outreach site, PDS Members gave a lecture and an- 


E 


and nalis, as well as on common skin problems and - 
infections, POS Skinhelp is mada possible through 
an educational rant rom J& Part of this grant was: 
also allocated for funding Skinhelp educational mato- 
tials propared by POS which were disseminated to 
"he public during Skinhelp's activities. Photo shows 
48 senior professional marketing manager Alan 
Ancheta, JJ professional marketing executive Grisly 
Ann Vilabianca-Deocareza. with representativos rom 
the PDS-Skinhelp Ad Hoc Commitee Dr. Jasmin T. 
Que (chair) and Dr. Tinky Nograles. 


UST study confirms comfort 
in Burlington Shock XT 


IN A time when athletes are stronger and com- 
fort is a necessity for bener performance, 
Burlington Shock XT fulfills that need. 
Burlington Shock XT's efficiency in providing 
comfort to its wearer has been affirmed by re- 
searchers from the University of Santo Tomas 
College of Rehabilitation Sciences and College 
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of Sports Sciences. 
The pilot survey was done in mid-August toa. 


‘Manila Travel Agency Association (МТАА) delegation headed by 
the officially designated representative of Mayor Lito Atienza of 
Manila - Melissa Саусо, recently visited the cities of Quanzhou, 
Jinjiang and Shishi. The visit of the group of professional travel 


The kitchen wiz beh 


JEFF Edward Galvez, 
22, is the latest and 
perhaps the youngest 
restaurateur in the 
country today. On his. 


agents/members was sponsored by Quanzhou Department of. 
Tourism and the China Eastern Airline. Shown in photo are chief 
delegate Melissa Cayco (10th on the right) and Anthony Que. 
president of MTAA together with йв entourage. 


ind Café Nuevé — A josephine Christmas 

THE AIR 15 crisp and cool. Bright lights and 
whimsical décor adorn the streets. People busy * 
Titing along as they trish buying last-minute 
presents Its that time ofthe year again -a 
time best spent with your loved ones sharing 


group of UST Sports Science students, both 
boys and girls, who were divided into groups of 
sedentary and fit persons. Blindfolded, the sub- 
Jects performed three trials of vertical jump and 
20-meter sprint using ordinary socks first before 
the Burlington Shock XT. 

їп both the vertical jump and the 20-meter 
sprint tests, Sports Science chair Joy Reyes and 
Rehab Sciences College secretary Michael Peral- 
ta confirmed that Burlington Shock XT socks 
provided better comfort to the fit subjects than 
the ordinary socks. This is because of Burling- 


birthday last Oct. 17, 

Jeff opened his first 

resto, Café Nuevé, 

ideally located at the 

ground floor of the 

Tony Galvez Cen- 

trum, 9th Avenue сот. 

В Tuazon Blvd., 

Cubao, Quezon City. 

The eldest of two sib- 

lings, Jef finished 

Hospitality Management at the Southville International School in Las 
Piñas. He enrolled at the IHMES Hotel School, British Isle, to special- 
ize in his course. While there, Jeff observed that the English was a 
health conscious not only with their way of life but also with the way 
they eat, Restaurants offering healthy cuisine mushroomed in most 
part of the country and people flocked to them. 

‘This is the concept behind Café Nuevé, which offers an array of me- 
rienda fare and gourmet dishes that are delightfully delicious yet healthy 
and affordably priced. The menu comes with complete nutritional infor- 
mation prepared and evaluated by a nutritionist. Jeff maintains a low- 
profile stance but in the kitchen he's wizard who can whip up anything, 
and everything, to his hearts content. He believes that a healthy eating 
abit is tantamount to a healthy lifestyle. And Café Nuevé is his way of 
sharing this belief to the public. And what is Jeff's secret formula to а suc- 
cessful restaurant? "Passion for food”, he quips with a smile. 


Раз 


"Frisco Cheese: 
А world-class 


dulgence 

YOU can't rush excellent taste 

d certainly, Frico Cheese, the 

iggest dairy company in Hol- 
land who also makes the best- 
selling Marca Piña Queso de 
Bola, has mastered the element 
ottime in the ant of creating 
cheese. No shortcuts for Frico Cheese. Its cheese variants Edam, Gouda 
and ай its processed cheese are guaranteed to have been fully aged to 
perfection to achieve the right aroma, shape, color, texture and most im- 
portantly, that impeccable Frico Cheese taste. Whether the method in- 
volves a couple of weeks or longer, every Frico Cheese is proof of excel- 
ence over time. So this Holiday season, reward yourself and your family 
with an authentic Dutch treat with Frico Cheese. Frico, the same compa- 
‘ny that brought Marca Piña Queso de Bola, is also a National consumer 
qualty awardee аз 2004 Top Cheese Brand. 


"The quality of olive oil but less expensive 


RICE bran oil is extracted trom the rice 

bran which is the thin brown coating 

between the rice kernel and the protec- 
[ме husk. This bran contains valuable 

*fiutritious components such as vitamin, 

иеп, minerals and lecithin. Ой is 

"carefully extracted from the bran with 

“the vitamins intact. As a result, the ol ls 

"naturally lorifiad with the abundance о! 

Vitamin E, Gamma Qryzanol, which re- 

duces bad cholesterol, and essential fat- 

у acids. в mild flavor makes it suitable. 

for salad dressing. frying and baking. It 

has been considered by many culinary 
| and health expert as а superior all- 
around oll. Тїш technology which start- 
‘din Japan is gaining much popularity around the world because ofits 
many health benefits, and now is in the Philippines. You too can start your 
‘way ta healthy eating with Arroza Rice Bran Oil Indeed, the quaity of olive 
ой but less expensive. Contains omega 3 and 6, naturally high in Vitamin E, 
rich in Gamma Oryzanol, low in saturated fat, high In essential fatty acids. 


the year's good cheer. For that perfect Christ- 
mas get-together, enjoy Josephine Restaurant 
in Tagaytay with its cool climate and spectacu- 
lar views, and in Kawit, Cavite with its rich cul- 
tural and historical heritage. Enjoy a sumptu- 
‘ous feast with those close to your heart, and 
share in the warmth of the holiday's Spirit. You 
and your friends and family will be comfortably. 
seated in Josephine Restaurants spacious and 
classy interiors and well-andscaped exterior. 
There is something for everybody's palate so 
all will have a perfect time. Josephine Restau- 
rant offers the best in Filipino cuisine with au- 
thentic ingredients and absolutely no short- 
cuts. Aside from their food; the restaurants 
modern amenities, cleanliness and impressive. 
architecture is what makes people come back. 
for more. With 37 fruitful years of quality food 
and service, Josephine Restaurant was award- 
ed the Kalakbay Award for Restaurant of the 
Year by the Department of Tourism for doing 
the country proud with its efforts in promoting 
the tourism industry. For more information, 
visit www.josephinerestaurant.com or call 
Josephine Restaurant Tagaytay at (46)413- 
1801 or fax 413-1802 or Josephine Restaurant 
Kawi at (46)436-0181 or fax 434-3076. 


The Board of Xavier Schoo! Batch °88 recently 
concluded their pre-launch party last Nov. 13 for 
their XS 88 Foundation. Held in the roof deck at 
Speedzone in Fort Bonifacio, the pre-launch party 
was an evening of good clean fun, featuring 
thrilling kart races, good conversation and free 


Manson Kalinga Kapuso 

MANSON Оги Kalinga Kapuso project alms 

to raise P1 million to be donated to the familles 

who were victims of the recent typhoons. This 

Christmas, join them in helping ease the burden of 

our brothers and sisters affected by the recent typhoons 

through their projec. Visit your nearest Manson Drug outlet now, en- 
joy great discounts and contribute fo a worthy cause. For more detalls 
you may сай (045)860-3882 or e-mail marketing@mansondrug.com. 


The Columns Holiday Getaway ө 
COMMUNITY Innovations Inc (CH), an Ayala Land subsidiary, presents а Holi- E - 
day Getaway promo for buyers of The Columns, Ayala Avenue, its premier 
high-rise residential condominium development. Running until Jan. 31, 2005, 
qualified buyers of 1-hedroom units at The Columns, Ayala Avenue can find 
themselves eligible for deligtfu Philippine travel packages. All packages 
соте with thee days and two nights accommodation, local arare, roundtrip 
transfers and complimentary breakfast sach day. There's also the choice of a 
tree roundtrip ticket for one from San Francisco, California to Manlia for quali- 
fied foreign-based participants. Qualified participants will have their choice of 
travel destinations - Bohol, Palawan, Cebu, Dakak, or Boracay - ай for simply 
sharing with them the Hestyle at The Columns, Ayala Avenue. For inquiries 
about the Holiday Getaway promo, сай 750-0471 or 750-0484 or етай cii- 
‘sales@ayalaland.com.ph or visit www.thecolumns.com.ph. Model units are 
available for viewing at the 3rd Floor Glorietta 3, Ayala Center. 


UST Cocafi updates directory 


THE UNIVERSITY of Sto. Tomas College Alumni Foundation Inc (Cocafl) is 
currently updating its directory of the UST College of Commerce Alumni, so it 
сап update its members on activities of the organization, and other relevant 
matters. Alumni members whose names are listed in the directory must send 
the following through fax number 781-8629 or through e-mall to ustco- 
cafi@yahoo.com: name, major and year graduated, home address, busi- 
nass/company пате, business address, home telephone number, business 
phone number, mobile phone number, fax number and e-mail address. Alum- 
i members can also visit hitp/werer usi-comalumni cjo.net for updating, or 
call Fely de Leon а! 781-6629 or 406-1611 local 8374, or 0917-917-5035. 


ton Shock КТУ extra paddings which are scien: 
tifically designed to cushion the pressure of ac- 
tive movements. 

“Kung comfort lang ang pag-uusapan, tala 
gang mas masarap isuot yung Burlington XT 
compared to ordinary ones," said Reyes. 

Reyes added the Burlington Shock ХГУ per- 
formance can be better ascertained in activities 
that involve a lot of footwork. She said the effect 
on the wearer's performance would likely be- 
come more evident on court-runining sports and 
marathon, to name a few. 

“We also like to determine how ong the com- 
fort would last to the socks wearer. Preferably 
wed like to test it to marathoners the next 
time," Peralta said. 

Burlington Shock XT isa revolutionary prod- 
uct designed to strategically provide protection 
for the feet where it is needed most. It comes in 
three specific designs made especially for sports 
that involve lot of jumping and running. 


XAVIER SCHOOL BATCH ‘88 HOLDS PRE-LAUNCH PARTY 


flowing beverages care of Artic Vodka. Essential 
in making this event happen were our corporate 
partners, George Optical and Stardard Appll- 
ances. Making the evening especially enchanting 
маз a visit from some of the participants in this 
year's Miss World Contest. 


MASTERCARD AWARDS PIM TO CARDHOLDER 
In the much-anticipated conclu- 
sion of the MasterCard Priceless 
Upgrade promotion, one lucky 
MasterCard cardholder finally 
bagged the whopping P1 million 
grand prize. The grand prize win- 


neris Jose Mendiola, a retued. 
medical practitioner. Shown аге 
grand prize winner Jose F. Mendi- 
ola (center) flanked by (Irom left) 
Antonio Corro and Jose Rene Vil- 
la-Real of MasterCard. 


NI 


BPI FSB AWARDS 3RD DRAW PROMO WINNER 


‘Get 1% Rebate’ from MasterCard and SM 
THIS holiday season, MasterCard International, together wath SM Department 
Stores and select SM retail affiliates, аге offering MasterCard cardholders the op- 
portunity to receive an insiant 1 percent rebata оп ali purchases made when using 
their MasterCard credit card. The ‘Get 1% Rebate’ SM-MasterCard promotion will 
‘run unti Dec. 31, and applies to all MasterCard card purchases made at any SM. 
Department Store nationwide and paricating real afte, such as: Acs Hard- 
ware, Baby & Co.. Toy Kingdom, Our Home, Sports Central, and Surplus Shop. 


ВРІ Family Savings Bank recently 
awarded Escolalica Los Banos and 
hor mother Celina Los Banos for be- 
ing the lucky winners in the 3rd 
Draw ofthe Erase your Housing 
Loan promo. Their toan has [ust 
been erased in the amount of 
500,000. The Erase-Yout-Housing- 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE — 


Loan promo gives the winners the 
chance to write-off huge amounts 
{rom their outstanding loan balance. 
Photo shows (Irom elt): Calina Los 
Banos, Escolalica Los Banos, BPI 
Family Savings Bank President Al- 
fonso Salcedo Jr. and BPI SVP 
Lourdes Claraval. 
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OFWs urged to send dollars via banks 


3-2 By Doris C. Dumlao He said the BSP was working with То fully take advantage of this de- 
D variousgovernmentagendesandpri- velopmental role, Tetangco said it 
Gov tawards THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas is vate sector groups to look into theis- was important to have a stable 
mapping out a comprehensive pro- sueofOFWremittancesandhowbest macroeconomic environment that 

H gram to encourage overseas Filipino to capture and harness them. would support the growth of invest- 
Masinloc p ANİ б: to course their remittances Tetangeo said the BSP was also ments. On a more micro level, he said 
5 through formal channels and help hatching a comprehensive financial there was a need to enhance pro- 
бе. perk up the economy by investing in literacy program intended toimprove grams for recipients of remittances to 
to YNN Paci 1c ‘Small and medium enterprises. the publics ability to better under- encourage them to engage in produc- 

In view of an Asian Development stand financial information and criti- tive activities. 

я Bank study, which indicated that in- cally address the products and ser- — Throughout the years, the Philip- 

By Michelle V. Remo flows from OFWs were hardly con- vices offered by banks. pines lias been relying on huge remit 
tributing to production growth, BSP ^ "The BSP has identified a number tances from OFWs to boost domestic 
THE GOVERNMENT formally awarded the Deputy Governor Amando Tetangco of projects including information dis- consumer demand. In 2003, OFWs 
Masinloc coal-fired power plant deal yester- jr said the BSP had proposed to semination on consumer rights and pumped in $7.64 billion to the do- 
day to the winning bidder, the YNN Pacific Malacañang the creation of an inter- responsibilities, banking products mest economy. This year, the in- 
Consortium, shrugging off moves in Congress agency committee to push for specific and services, primer om frequently flows are expected to reach $8.4 bil- 
to subject the bidding process to an investiga- programs for OFWs. used financial terms, and savings lion and are seen to further grow to 

tion because of the group's “doubtful” finan- “Remittances can play amajorrolein campaign, Tetangco said. $9ЫШоп next year. 

cial capability. с supporting the generation ofenterpris- "Тһе growth of small-scale busi- Вис Tetangco admitted that con- 
Finance Secretary Juanita Amatong, whois es particularly in the micro and small- nesses is likewise being encouraged  vincing OFWs to course their remit- 
also chair of state-owned National Power and medium-scale levels" Tetangco by the BSP through its promotion of tances through formal channels was a 
Corp., said the notice of award of the 600- said in a paper delivered бип ап ADB micro finance-based institutions,” he challenge to the banking system and 


megawatt Masinloc , one of Napocor'sbiggest forum on OFW remittances. sud. а 
assets, was given yesterday to ће YNN Con- 


sortium. 
Amatong said she could not see why a 
move in Congress to investigate the bidding 
process for Мае Е Бра ше э Ё Б X 
of the power plant. She said legislators could. = sgt 
proceed with their investigation "inaid ofleg- ^ UALITY „2 SER 
Biation" without causing delaysinthesaleof —. PROJECT УЛГУ”. 
the Zambales-based power plant. P PRA 
"There are questions from legislators on 
the capitalization of the winning bidder. But if 
they (YNN Consortium) can really give 40 
percent (down payment), then it will show 
that they are really very serious in their bid,” 
Amatong said in a press briefing. 
YNN Consortium won the bidding of the 
600-megawatt Masinloc after offering the 
highest bid of $561 million. Of the amount, 
the firm is required to pay 40-percent down 
payment, But Amatong said Napocor would 
collect the down payment as soon as the gov- 
ernment and YNN Consortium finish with the 
documentation procedures of the sale. 
Critics say the government should not im- .® 
mediately pursue with the sale of Masinloc to 
YNN Consortium, casting doubts on the finan- 
cial capabilities of the little-known firm based 
in Australia. 
In Congress, pary-lst congressmen led by 
Bayan Muna Rep. Teodoro Casifio filed House 
Bill No. 468, which calls for an investigation 
of the bidding of Masinloc held last Dec. 3. 
The legislators called for the investigation in 
the belief there could be irregularities in the 
bidding-process that allowed YNN Consor- 
mto win, 
But the Power Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corp. (PSALM), which handles 
the privatization of Napocor's assets, said the 
government will only be at the losing end if it 
‘cancels the sale of Masinloc because doing so 
would prevent it from drawing on the $9-mil- 
lion security bond. 


Local firms post 
$80M in sales in 
China-Asean fair 
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ке 


Ву Ronnel W. Domingo 


LOCAL firms registered $80 million or about 
P4.5 billion in sales mainly of mangoes and 
other food products during the first China- 
Asean Expo held last month in Nanning City 
in China's Guanxi province. 
Lit Qibao, vice chair of the Guangxi prepa- 
ration committee for the event, said the CAEx- 
po was started asa means of facilitating the es- 
tablishment of a China-Asean free trade area, 
which is expected to be realized by 2010. 
Liu, who is leading a Guangxi mission to 
the country, said the exhibitors posted a total 
of $1.08 billion in sales, of which the Philip- 
pines’ share was the fourth largest. 
The official explained that, concurrent 
with the trade show, there were 26 invest- 
ment project promotion seminars and three 
project cooperation signing rites involving at 
least $11 billion in contractual funds. 
He added that the CAExpo, which Chinese 
Prime Minister Wen Jiabao initiated, hosted 
8,000 exhibitors and 350,000 visitors. 
“There were 11 sectors with 210 kinds of 
products showcased in the exhibition," Liu 
said. "Those who joined included 19 enter- 
prises out of the Fortune Global 500 compa- 
hies as well as 61 firms listed in mainland 
(stock markets). 
‘Trade Undersecretary Thomas С. Aquino 
said the Philippines’ participation in the expo 
Showed the country’s commitment to the 
strengthening of relations between the Asean 
and China. 
Liu said the CAExpo would be held yearly 
every November in Nanning City, capital of : 
the Chinese province nearest Southeast Asia. Ў 1 " 
"The success of the first expo proves that КЕЕН : i 
China and Asean are complementary to each e : 
other and that one side can't be prosperous in BLESHDRIVEM GYOTATHTUED 
absence of the other," he said. 
He added that the next expo would more 
than double the ists exhibit area to a total of 
106,000 square meters. А: A 
There were 14 Philippine firms that participat- à 
ed in last month's trade show, including Oceanic TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 856-8500 
Exports (Manila) Inc., AAMC Foods Corp. El Co- TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG, INC., Alabang-Zapote Rd. cor. Concha Cruz Drive 800-0801 to 32 / 802-1991 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, Gardeni s 
со Manufacturing Inc., Mabuhay 2000, Super- Ll (074) 443-6778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, INC., EDSA cor. Vicente Ang & Gen. Evangelista Sts., Kalookan City 366-8901 to 06 / 364-1547 to 50 / 364-40; 1 to 
star Coconut, Camel Appliances Manufacturing TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, INC., Diversion Road, Barangay Balagtas, Batangas City (043) 723-7386 / (043) 723-7639 TOYOTA CABANATUAN CITY, INC. Km. 118 Mati 
Corp, Euro-Med Laboratories Inc, Philippine (088) 858-9994 / (088) 858-7770 (08822) 737-480 TOYOTA CEBU CITY, INC., 34 M.J. Cuenco St., Cebu City (032) 253-1161 TOYOTA CEBU-MANDAUE, Tito» M 
Coco Forest, Viviendo Philipines’ Inc, Club TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITY, INC, Diversion Road, Barangay San Miguel, Саазао, Pangasinan (075) 17-2026 to 20 (075) 522-6771 / 8734/4773 TOYOTA DASMA 
Panoly Resor, Morning Star Travel and Tours (082) 234-2994 / (082) 234-8640 TOYOTA ILOILO CITY, INC., Gran Plains Subd., Jaro, ойо City (033) 320-6115 to 19 TOYOTA MAKATI INC., Ayala wut M 
tne, BOT Travel Service Philippines in, Jeron TOYOTA MARIKINA SERVICE STATION. Broy. Sto. Niño.Sumulong Highway cor. Toyota Ave., Marikina City 682-9701 to 03 TOYOTA OTIS, INC., 1770 Fu. 8 | 
‘Travel and Tours and Philippine Airlines, wewloyota.comph Quezon City 712-5001 to 06 TOYOTA SAN FERNANDO, Olonpapo-Gapan Road, San Fernando, Pampanga (045) 961-1188 TOYOTA SHAW, INC. $0» э 


LY INQUIRER 


BULLRUN 
Former President 
Fidel V. Ramos, 
Alicia Rita Arroyo, 
PSE chair and 
Francis Lim, PSE 
president, lead a 
pack of runners 
during the “bull 
run" ofthe 
Philippine Stock 
Exchange at the. 
Bonifacio Global. 
City. Top officials 
of brokerage 
firms, 
corporations, 
government. 
agencies and the 
academe took 
part in the annual 
event, 
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By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE NATIONAL Food Authority may have 
to increase its retail price of regular and 
premium rice by P3 per kilo if the national 
government fails to fully subsidize the ап. 
ticipated spike in the price of imports next 
year. 

The average price of ordinary and well- 
milled rice, pegged at P16 and P18, respec 
tively, may go up to P19 and P21 per kilo. 

‘The state-run agency may not be able to 
shoulder all the added costs that will accom: 
pany the country's rice imports this coming 
January, NFA Administrator Gregorio 1 


“An increase may be unavoidable,” Tan said 
during an interview. "It will actually depend 
on the DBM (Department of Budget and Man- 
agement) because we could not carry all 
these costs.” 
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NFA PROSPECTS DIM 
Higher rice prices loom in '05 


The state-owned trading firm is expecting 
additional losses of P2.1 billion if the DBM 
does not come to their aid, Tan said. 

The NFA is one of the government-owned 
and controlled corporations (GOCCs) that is 
trying to cut its financial losses beginning this 
year. 

However, the recent typhoons pared down 
the country's potential rice harvests. 

According to government officials, there 
is now a need to buy rice from the interna: 
tional market as early as January to pre 
vent supply shortages next year. Already, 
they said, the summer rice harvests had 
been delayed 

“The successive typhoons had a negative 
impact on the country's palay cropping and 
planting next year,” Tan said. 

Also, officials expect the harvests to be 
layed due to the occurrence of the El Niño 
weather disturbance. 


With an enhanced frame and suspension for faultless stability. 
Driven by the most advanced diesel engine technology — 
new D-4D Common-Rail and Variable Nozzle Turbo with 
Intercooler engine for the perfect balance of power and fuel 
efficiency. Plus, aerodynamic styling that complements a 


luxurious and spacious interior. 


Certainly, this is luxury and power at its finest. 


New D-4LD Common-Rail VN Turbo Intercc 
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io The Perfect Drive. 


baivision, Araneta St, Bacolod City (034) 444-181 
5 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK-NORTH, 1010 Epifanio De Los Sar 
Jika Highway, Daang Sarile, Cabanatuan City (044) 463-8481 to 
\пдаше City (032) 345-8670 TOYOTA COMMONWEALTH, Сот 
RINAS CAVITE, Salitran II. Aguinaldo Highway. Dasmar v 8 
[торомап Avenues, Makati City 897-3333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP. 

1 St 181 TOYOTA PASONG TAMO, INC. 


о, Manila 554. 


10 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY, Bokawkan Road сог Ag 
TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, INC.. Kr 


TOYOTA SHAW-ORTIGAS, 124 


3 National High 


TOYOTA CUBAO, INC. 


auswaga 
City 952-1021 
EDSA Extension, Pasay City 832- 


Rodriguez Jr. Ave.. В 


a St, Baguio City (074) 447-0851 
927-7215 / 17 / 30 / 39 / 9; 2/44 


1 nk line TOYOTA DAVAO CITY, INC. 
3408 to 1 
экан City 893-8084 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE, INC, 728 Que 


(074) 300-3273 to 74 / (074) 300-4128 / 3825 
48 / 52 / 927-7257 1 62 / 65 / 927-7268 / 69 
in de Oro City (08822) 735-770 / 791 / 846 
га Blvd., Cubao, Que 911-0651 to 63 
Km. 6 Lanang, Dava 234-0998 

832-3432 to 832-343; 


ара 
832-331 


Jgong, Pasig 1-9854-10 64 / 6; 


Tan admitted that the tight rice supply situ 
ation in the world market would likely affect. 
the country's imports temporarily pegged at 
900,000 metric tons. 

‘The current average at the international 
rice market is now between $320 to $350 per 
metric ton as leading exporters such as China 
are also keeping additional rice supplies for 
their growing demand. 

The Philippines, one of Asia's largest rice 
imporers, bought a total of 985,000 metri 
tons this year. 

The NFA shipped in the grain at the cost of 
P13 billion 

‘The imported rice would boost the coun- 
пу rice inventory for 2004. 

Officials said the Philippines usually would 
import the bulk of its rice requirement in the. 
second quarter of each year for use in the 
third quarter, the lean season for local har- 
vests. 


Hybrid rice 
maker sees 50% 
rise in sales 


BIGANTE hybrid rice seed producer Bayer 
Cropscience Phils. sees a 50-percent increase. 
in its sales next year to 1,450 metric tons from 
the present 900-metric ton volume. 

Bayer Cropscience, a major rice seed pro. 
ducer, noted that more and more farmers had 
turned to the high-yielding rice variety. 

Company officials said that the sale this 
year of some 900 metric tons of its Bigante hy- 
brid rice variety was 100 percent higher than 
the 450 metric tons sold in 2003. 

Carlos Miguel L. Saplala, Bayer Crop 
science country manager, came up with the 
projection even as he anticipated difficulties 
in next years cropping season. 

"The commercial hybrid rice seed production 
is an emerging business and, inasmuch as we. 
are the second biggest producer of hybrid rice 
seeds, we would like to take advantage of the 
increasing farmers’ interest in using high yield 
varieties; Saplala said in a recent interview. 

The Department of Agriculture hopes to use 
the high-yielding rice seeds in 600,000 hectares. 
of farmland for the crop year 2004-2008. 

‘The hybrid seeds are the only variety in the 
market that is resistant to bacterial leaf blight. 

But Saplala warned of the long-term effec 
of the continued government subsidy in the 
procurement and distribution of hybrid rice 
seeds to farmers, 

Bayer Cropscience sells Bigante seeds direct: 
ly to farmers and does not participate in the 
government's procurement scheme: involving 
other commercial hybrid rice seed growers 

The Department of Agriculture's recent 
policy to subsidize the marketing of 20-kiló: 
gram hybrid rice seeds at P650 from the 
P1,200 per 20-kilogam sack has actually dis 
torted prices, Saplala said. 

“There is really a distorted price [mechanism] 
and farmers would choose the P650 per hectare 
cost against our P1,900 (for the 15-kilogram 
sack),” he said. “That does not give us a good 
position in the market as it would seem we are. 
overpricing, when, in fact, government is just 
lowering farmerscosts because of the subsidy” 

Christine A. Gaylican 


Subic auctioneer 
to export used 
SUVs to Sudan 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


SUBIC Bay Motors Corp. auction firm dealing 
in used vehicles, has started exporting pre 

w ufactured sports utility ve 
h kups with an initial batch of 20 
units to Sudan in Africa. 

Ben Perez, general manager of the augtior 
firm based at the Subic Freeport, said that 
they had secured an order for the first ship: 
ment from Ranhill Engineers and Contractors 
Sdn. Bhd., a Malaysian engineering firm en. 
gaged in oil and gas, power, water and infras 
tructure development 

Perez said in a statement that the order 
came through after six months of intensive in 
ternational marketing campaign. 

He said Ranhill placed an initial order of 14 
units of Isuzu Bighorn and six units of Mit 
subishi pickups for export to Petrodar Operat 
ing Co. Ltd, the Malaysian firm's affiliate in 
the northeast African state 

Through the efforts of SBMC's partner 
Komei Toya of Azumaya Tohin Seisakusho Co. 
Lid—which is based їп Nagoya, 
Japan—prospects for export to other coun 
tries like the United Arab Emirates, Iran, 
Afghanistan and Iraq are now within reach, 
Perez said. 

Не added that the SBMC was also in the fi 

1 stage of neg Bitumart Inter 

tional Asia Co. Lad of Thailand to supply 20 
units of Toyota Hi-lux pickups, 12 units of 
Isuzu 10-wheel tractor heads and 12 units of 
low-bed and high-bed trailers 

Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority Adminis 
trator Alfredo C. Antonio said SMBC's foray in 
the global market would further develop the 
expertise of Filipino mechanics and auto-in 
dustry workers in producing export quality 
vehicles. 
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Tt Bids end Awards Comitas (BAC) o! the Роном а! Bukidnon, utes ameta Spots, 
ible and Montocurer ору г OGE an obi ате Ота roe: 


NAME OF PROJECTS ‘SOURCE OF FUND 


IANTED TO BUY 


3 PISICINSURDEON "PROFESSONAL ACREDELE 


LOW Ps NTEREST 


BUY ЗЕЦ «РАМН. 


б ов 


APPROVED bUDGEr. 


OF THE CONTRACT 
1. DRUOS s MEDICINES Р 2020807925 
® MEDCAL ANO LA. 
USAMDREODNS Р ra Fund & Capitation 
m RUDEESANDRPAQDE Р sazs4%0S0 Cereri Fund & Copa 
por d P 2304300 Trust Fond 


таче и Savon (7) Provincial Hoel ara wont uo (22 Provneel Hati Salons 
Ce Prous ol Baron tenes olny or ranma linen (2 working сүв WPCA 
‘Senplainanuncane жерг е ry дто Goose ioe Sneed ha roving Caner) 
Services Осо, copii! Compound, Haleyoay Chy. 

‘Schedule of netties sre а flows: 

1. Decembar 20.20.2004- scarce ot aligbiltyrequernonts and bid documents (or acerocttas 


Е) 

2. оов 21, 2004 - Pro dia conference (GAC oes) 

S uev inis $a Descr ft датаг d еры temen 

Т жу 6 2008 80 am cine fe omnes fe 

S Шуа 2005 1000 am Cpes clit bassodemetpa 

QU esposto вла eres spores aro unt to рамена соп presento of 

eum nls aro cultes раар upon pseniaton of We 
Busnes Rogisroton-OTISEC 
VB Testata ишене 
Master 

лез operated by BFAD 

ЕЕ 90 
Коза заде conten 
Conca showers 
Барака 
pr 
Жора тш eee 


RAPID Tx VD-STD 
Ex, SWEAT PIMPLES КОЮ 
“ALLERGY WARTS SKON PEEL d 

15 Annapolis борай foras LOW as 


zen 72612A -25 nom PZ,672/mo: 


VOSTO Skin Clic Ro = 
ух Comp tab Та erri 
en 2178P. Tamo Mai 


GARMA CLINIC. 
VD SPECIALIST 


[f crouse, тиз 
fBormus sees ans 


ADULT CIRCUMCISION 


‘iy sated win en aco 
(fst edutetion by Ns hors 
2a per doce Ө АЮ; page 18; 
books ; Seres of 200 balore 
Notary Publi Ay. Jocelyn A, 
Patuta (POI -Decembr 23,20" 
ЕТ) 


Brand Now RAVA 2004 
4x2 55р4 Silvar, РӘТ 
DBO Cal 0957-4115308 
Looking tor 1st Owner 


Generi Fund а Capitation 


баз эй рїї шиит 


тыт 
ment Мы Эк OS A NAME vou CAN TRUSTI 

MANILA WATCH EXCHANGE 
BUY » SELL * PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 
‘iter Swiss Watches 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
Witpprlealast Cash 
BogaisPolgh Any Watch 
тев04-0404 + 834-2885 


TOYOTA REVO SR 99 W 
maintains, 68K róg Call 
0918-9195870 


Notice и Боту given hat 
ho озше of the ite ELAS 
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Notice fs hereby gen that the applicalion ог 
CHENSHIN CORPORATION with address at 
Nollay Rond. Tamblar, General Santos City for 

| regstraton win the Board ct Invostmenis under 
{Book о! tne Omnibus Investments Code ol 1987, 
otherwise known as EO. 226, as Amended, as 
New Export Producer of Smoked Fish at a 
capacity о Egur Hundred (400) Metric Tons рог 
year on a Non-Plonesr Status. has been offically 
accepted on October 26, 2004, and is current 
being processed. 

Any person with valid objections to or pertinent 
comments on the above-mentioned application 
тау Ше hither objection, in wring and under oath, 
wih the ВО! within one (1) week from the date of 
(tis publication. 

(898) RUDY B. САЙА 
‘Oicarin-Charge 
Project Evaluation and Foglsralon Department 
ую -Dec 23.2008 
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(1) Office/Residential 
Condo Unit for Sale (3.1M) 


4th & Sth Firs. wl Alto, 
U-4i5-3 Sunshine Cond, 
9633 Kamagong St, SA Vilage, 
Makati Cty 
Floor area ol 111,60 square meters 
For Inquiries contact: 
Rey Jaucian - 8940012-13 
Mobile No, 09199580236) 
E-mail: rjauclen @pana.com.ph 


Brokers are Welcome! 
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ASPIRE IT Solutions, a provider of comprehensive IT solutions for 
the global community in parmership with Profiles Asia Pacific, а 
‘world-class leader in Internet and computer-based testing for call 
center, office, industrial and professional skills, announces the 
formation of Call Center Dynamics (CCD) a business unit 
setup to apply its own unique brand of internet and assessments- 
based recruitment services to the Call Center industry. 

“The cost of high turnover coupled with the low acceptance 
rate of applicants is the number one problem affecting 
efficiency and profitabilicy of a modern call center," says Noel 
Garcia, managing director of Manila-based Aspire IT 
Solutions. "Very few candidates tested meet che experience, 
abilities and behaviors to do the work. This impacts the ability 
to hire agents that meet the job requirements". 

CCD uses the new multimedia simulations of SkillCheck’s 
Customer Service and Sales Scenarios assessments to allow 
center managers and operators to determine if someone has 
the skills to succeed before they are hired. “These Call Center 
testing products have helped call centers reduce their turnover 
to fewer than В percent,” continues Noel Garcia. 

‘The Customer Service Scenarios placea candidate n a real- 
world customer service situation and requires him or her to 
respond to incoming questions and complaints by simulated 
callers. Each response the candidate makes will continue the 
conversation in a different direction, with an assessment of a 
candidate's manners, effectiveness, and efficiency being made 


with each and every response. 

"The Customer Service Scenarios tes is adaptive, meaning 
that if a candidate performs well on а call, they will be 
presented with a more difficult call next. If they do not perform 
эз well, they will be presented with a less difficult situation, 
“Using this unique adaptive methodology, test administrators 
can zero in on a candidate's capabilities in the shortest amount. 
‘of time,” says Noel García. 

‘Our Sales Scenarios test require a candidate to interact with 
contacts and prospects at various stages of the sales cycle, from 
prospecting and information gathering/controlling the sale, to 
handling objections and closing. 

At the end of each Call Center Scenarios test, a test 
administrator is provided with a detailed report, describing 
‘overall performance and performance on all relevant scales 
(Manners, Effectiveness, Accuracy, Evaluation and Follow Up for 
Customer Service and Prospecting, Information Gathering/ 
Controlling the Sale, Handling Objections and Closing for Sales). 

Our Call Center Test package includes these powerful 
assessments, as well as assessments covering a broad range of 
additional call center skills, including data entry from audio 
input, data analysis (including referencing and cross. 
referencing information), telephone and spelling skills to the 
тоге advanced technical and IT skills needed for call centers. 

То find our more about Call Center Dynamics call Tel 
+63 2 6700-8525 or visit the website at www. AspirelT.com. 


DOT wins Statistical Forum Award 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Tourism was awarded the 
Best Statistical Forum forts “Workshop on Tourism 
Statistics" during the 9th National Convention on 
Statistics held recently at the EDSA Shangri-La 
Hotel in Mandaluyong City as part of the 
celebration of the 15th National Statistics Month. 

The "Workshop on Tourism Statistics" was 
organized and conducted by the DOT at the 
Marriott Hotel in Cebu City as part of last year's 
14d National Statistics Month celebration. There 
were more than 200 participants, mostly from 
local government units and regional offices of 
national government agencies nationwide. 

According to Undersecretary Evelyn В. Pantig, 
DOT's Officer-in-Charge, the award came as а 
surprise considering that other entries came from 
formidable agencies like the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas with its entry “2003 BSP's User Forum on 
BSP-Produced Statistics” and the National 
Statistical Office with its two entries “Poverty 
Measurement Workshop" and "Statistical Dara 
Appreciation Workshop." 

"The workshop was convened to provide a 


venue for informing, educating and mobilizing 
actions for sustainable tourism development 
through the generation and compilation of regular 
and updated data ’ information on the local 
tourism industry. It also provided an opportunity 
хо advocate among participating agencies their 
responsibilities in generating statistics to support 
domestic tourism at the national and local levels. 

Its objectives included the identification of 
domestic tourists and determination of data 
needed, methodology, data availability and gaps 
in data collection as well as on the assessment of. 
data generation capability, development of action 
plan to generate data required and the 
establishment of commitment for regular and 
timely generation of domestic tourism statistics. 

A series of meetings to evaluate and select 
these winners was conducted by the 14th NSM 
‘Awards Committee, which was composed of the 
NEDA, BSP, DOT, Philippine Information Agency, 
University of Santo Tomas, Statistical Research 
and Training Center, and the Philippine Statistical 
Association. 
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MMGM GENERAL MERCHANDISE 

MING & MOM GENERAL MERCHANDISE 

ANGELICO ANG, MELVIN MEDRANO LIM 
and ANGELICO L. BENDERSEN 


APOLOGIZE 


‘FOR SELLING COUNTERFEIT PRODUCTS BEARING THE TRADEMARKS OF MATTEL INC. 


We, MMGM GENERAL MERCHANDISE, MING & MOM GENERAL MERCHANDISE, 
ANGELICO ANG, MELVIN MEDRANO LIM and ANGELICO L. BENDERSEN (respondents 
in РО] 15. No. 2004-511) hereby unreservedly apologize to MATTEL, INC. for selling 
infringing products bearing its BARBIE trademark. 


By doing so, we havecontravened the intellectual Property Code (Republic Act No. 8293) 
and infringed upon the intellectual property rights of MATTEL, INC. 


We recognize that under Philippine law, it is a violation of another's trademark to 
manufacture, sell, offer to sell, and/or distribute products bearing unauthorized 
reproductions or simulations of such trademark. 


Furthermore, the Intellectual Property Code provides that Trademark Infringement and/ 
or Unfair Competition is punishable by imprisonment terms from 2 to 5 years and a fine from 
50,000 to P200,000. 


We thank MATTEL, INC. for the opportunity to reform and we will never commit any 
infringement again 


9 ia 


MATTEL, INC. ACCEPTS THE APOLOGY 


MATTEL, INC. accepts the apology. As the owner-registrant of the above trademarks, 
it will not hesitate to prosecute any person found manufacturing, selling and/or 
distributing or offering to manufacture, sell and/or distribute products that falsely bear its 
trademarks or otherwise infringe its intellectual property rights. 


Further information relating to our intellectual property rights may be obtained from 
our legal counsel in the Philippines. 


FEDERIS & ASSOCIATES Law Offices 
Counsel for Mattel, Inc. 

Suite 2005 88 Corporate Center 141 Valero comer 
Sedefio Streets, Salcedo Village, Makati City 
Tel. Nos.: 889-6197 /889-6198 
Facsimile: 889-6132 
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NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
одот VII, Cebu Сау 


® 


TVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The National Food Author, Region VII Cebu Cys nvtng aintorostod cons operators с! vassplubarges. 
whether owned trough Bareboat Time oyago Charter io aoi for ebgblly and to bd under ha eller Agreement 
Tos Vesseirearge Не or ine shipment fc rom Cabu Giy o various destinations as Indicatod bolow: 


VOLUME SCHEDULED FOR SEA DISPERSAL 


IESTINATION 
Province Por 


Maximum | Freight | Approved Budget 
QuamtLot | Ratefoag | for tho Contract 
(bags) por Lot 
pem 7,900 3870 31590000 
Бәлшуап is- E 1000 19:30 13510000 
Боо 18000. 2230 40140000 

35000. "38450000 

4000 туар 59000. 
NogosOr- 25000 2080. 52000000. 
18000. 37140000. 

ior 10000. 2538 203000 00. 
15,000. 304,500.00. 

Tie 2000 282 83840000 
27000 70740000 

25000. 55500000 
35000 2257 33150000. 
16000 2270 36330000. 
73000 29510000. 
35000. EIE 322 50000 
27000 2440 55820000 
14000. 34150000 
35900. 35500000. 
25000 ЕТЕТ] 51000000. 
76,000. 39040000. 
35000 zia 368,000.00 
30,009 244 00000 
37.200. 2725 45240000. 
18000 49950000 
25000 52000000. 
13000 3255 12250000. 
18000 58500000. 
10000 32500000. 
38,00 EXE 37180000. 
9000. 25740000. 
10000. 28600000. 


Summary of Bidding Procedures: 


“The bidding shal be governed by RA 184. A Single Stage, Two Envelope System o evaluation wil be adopted. 
Envelope A sneli contain the eligibty reqtremonts as ресе in the Instruction o Вега which willbe evaluated 
Ina non Seorelionery "Pass" or Fal crtora Only those who complied wilh ай Ihe requirements shal be declared 
"рше and shall proceed to tha пем phase welch is Ino opening о! Envelope B. Envelope B shal contain the 
accompäshed and signed Bid Form. 


Bs wil be гайкей trom lowes! io highest ona per ot basis lo dolerine the Lowest Calculated Bid, Tho biddor 
‘sth ne омез caicuiatod bd shal uncergo posl quailicaton by te Regionai Bids and Awards Commitee (АВАС) 
io уеп. valdsie and ascertain statements made and cocumanis submied Y he еро requirements. Alla 
ic. the bidder shel be deciared “Lowes! Calculatad Responsive Bid” and hall be recommended for awarding 
© бе contract 


‘Schedule of Activities: 


маму Date Tig 
Issuance ol Biódng Documents Dac. 23004-Jon. 4/05 800 AM-5:00 PM 
Pre-Bidóng Conference. January 05,2005 1090 AM. 
Submission & Opening of Bids January 20, 2005 30:0 AM. 


Interested bidders may secura tha bidding documents from the АВАС Secretarial, 2nd Fir, NEA. Region VII, 
Cabs Сау aer payment of a non-ransterabl, non-ralundable appicaton (ee o! Р5,р00 00. Bidders or their 
Suinorized representatives are require io bo present during he opening o sealed bids. For luther inquiries, you 
тау cat the undersigned in any orina folowing numbers: (132) 232-1839; (032) 232-6832. 


“The NFA rasorvos te right to reject any or el bid proposals, o waive any inormaly or detec fund therein, 
вла may accepi bis which are deemed most advantageous о ha Agency. 


(Sod) PIOLITO C. SANTOS 
‘Assistant Regional Director / 


TA АВАС Chairman 
122.1000 


‘Republic of ina Philppnes. 
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT. 
тип dea! Region 
BRANCH 10 
Davao Ciy 


INTHE MATTER OF: PETITION FOR THE 
DECLARATION OF STATE OF SUSPENSION 
OF PAYMENTS WITH APPROVAL OF 
PROPOSED REHABILITATION PLAN 
оми. CASE NO. 7816-04 
LAND CAR, INCORPORATED, 
Paiilonet. 


STAY ORDER 


it fariner alleged that is a галиев ol Coriicetes ot 
abus ine serves in severa areas. 

Peltioner admits that li possesses вдет properies to cover ali t dobis. is 
total assets are worth P173,550,238.42 while s total liabilties amount lo 
19142 536.25 22 1 foresees Л пашу о maet ts татсам obligations. given a 
oresihing араг cra temporary reprieve or moratorium from ns immediate obligations 
{ang cue, foresees а vary 090 business future. I prays for te issuance of an 
‘order lo stay ай claims against hin Ina moante inal he renabiliation pian s under 
‘onsideration, 

Finding the pation to tho suficont Inform and substance, Myrna Papas Valdoz 


la your thoughts be heard and add the warmth and essence of ce infects come a te pee 


heartfelt feelings to all the special people in your life. On 
December 24, 25 and 26, 2004, publish your personal holiday 
greetings and messages in Inquirer's “Christmas Post” and share 


with them the joy of this holiday season. 


A serving of sweetness and a load of good cheer sent with 
warmest wishes to family and friends so dear courtesy of 


Inquirer Classifieds. 


Take advantage of this special offer at 
a discounted rate of P75.00 per line 
and P220 per column centimeter for 


box ads. 


For more information, visit or call any 
Inquirer branch. Prices are VAT 
inclusive. 


Deadline of Ad Placement: 
December 23, 2004. 


rected 


‘of tie обе. 

“The enlorcement о! all clams, whether for monay or othenvise and whather by 
court ation or theres, against tn pontoner, is guarantors and suretes not solari 
file win the cebior is haroby STAYED. 

“The peltioner is hereby prohibited tom selling, encumbering. trenstering or 
disposing in any manner of te properties axcopt into ordinary cours ol businass. 

itis prohibited from making any payment of s Tablas outstanding as ofthe 
ato of ing of tha patton. 

"The suppliers ol goods and sorvices ol the petiionar are prohibited кот 
withholding suppres threo! in the ordinary course of business as long as tne lator 
Pays lor services and goods suppod altar the issuance ol his say ога 

"The peltioner is hereby directad Io pay in tl ali administrative, Nabiitias tobe 
incured aliar na issuance of his STAY 

"The intal hearing ofthis pation is haraby set on January 27, 2005 at 8:20 a.m, 

veclod о cause tna publication ol tis Order n the Pipino Dally 
ingurer once a weak lor wo (2) consecutive weeks staring not laler nan soven (7) 
‘days rom imo issuance of tis order. 

Alcrediorsand al other interested parts including пе Socurllos end Exchange 
Commission are hereby directed to ө and servo on па pationer a уопће comment 
© ог appositon lo the pomon, wi supparing afidawis and documents, nol later 
{fan ton 110] days volore me dala of na intal hearing and puting them on nolico 
{hal allure lo do so мй Баг пот from participating In he proceedings, 

"The creditors and interested paris aro hereby внес to secura rom the Court 
copias ol ne pation and its annexes иип such Ume as о enable Inemealvos o fio 
{fai comment andlor opposition to he pation and to prepare for the intl Roaring 
on January 27,2005, oherwse they wie barred rom paricosing in na proceedings 
olin caso. 

90 ORDERED. 

Givon nis 3rd day of Docerrbar 2004, et Davao Ciy, Philippines, 

5р2) VIRGINIA HOFILENA-EUROPA 


Рато Judge 
gente zm a 


INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS 


Manila Branch is open to serve your 
Classified Ads requirements. 


NEW OFFICE 


MANILA 
BRANCH 


GIF TRINITY BLOG, 
836 TM KALAW ST., 
ERMITA, MANILA 
TEL. NO.: 827-3342 8224406. 
Contact Parsons: 
Babes, Ec & Gig 
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OBITUARIES 


From the Family 


of KC de Venecia 


We appreciate your heartfelt condolences, prayers, flowers, 
messages of love and support, and for being there for our family 
during this difficult period in our lives. 


We love KC very much and it pains us deeply that she was only 
here with us for a short time. We are blessed to have shared in her 
laughter and amazing zest for life. 


Jesus said: 


Ў Гат the resurrection, and the life: He that believ 


in me though he were dead, yet shall he live 
John 11:25 


Brigadier Gen. 


DOMINGO T. RIO JR. 


(Retired) 
PMA Class 1957 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
on December 19, 2004 at the age of 70. 


Beloved wife Carmen Larot Rio and children 
Richard, Irving, Odette, Sacha, and Katrina 
and their spouses; grandchildren, brothers, 
sisters and relatives. 


Interment will be on Monday, December 27, 


2004 at the Philam Cemetery Com. Civil, Jaro, 
ч : Пойо City, at 12:00 noon. 
We hope you continue to pray for our beloved KC. She is the 
; : ; NECROLOGICAL SERVICE — 
most precious gift our Lord has shared with us. CENTRAL PHIL UNIVERSITY at 9:00 а. 


May her light continue to shine and inspire us to be the way she 
was in life and in death— beautiful, fearless and with complete 
trust in Our Creator. 
tn Memory four beloved Elisa К. Suto, 
devoted mother and handmaid of the Lord 


Joined her Creator and Savior in peaceful bliss 
оп December 21, 2004 at the age of 73. 


(Everyone is invited to the Ninth Day of Prayer for KC оп December 25, 2:00 p.m. 
at the Main Chapel of Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park.) 


Her children Arlene, Marita, Jaime, Raul, Noel, Robert 
and John; grandchildren Jerome, Jem, Julianne; daughters-in- 
law Delia, Gemma, Grace ister Dadoy and Tering 
request for you to join us in solemn prayer to celebrate Elisa's 
coming home to the Lord. 


“| am not praying for the world, 


but for those you have given me, | $$, Her remains lie in state at Suncwario del Sto, Cristo, San 
for they are Yours.” е, Juan, Metro Manila 
John 17:9 К 


PHILIPPINE 
MARKETING ASSOCIATION 
condoles with the family BANZON 


of the late (June 21, 1935 - December 21, 2004) 


— Beloved husband to Elma, 
devoted and caring father to Cedric and Ma. Theresa Pedutem, 
erar 0 e es Eduardo and Johanna Banzon, Francisco Conrado Banzon, 
doting grandfather to FC and MTroy Pedutem, Dodi Banzon, 
Marti 


generous brother, dedicated Christian lawyer, 
Peacefully joined our Lord 


gregarious coffee drinker and friend. 
His remains lie in state at 
on December 20, 2004. 


Rolling Hills Memorial Chapel, 
Mandalagan Street, Bacolod City. 


Interment will be on December 30, 2004 
at 9:00 a.m. at the Bacolod Memorial Park, 


Bacolod City. 
Body lies in state at the La eas 


Funeraria Paz, Chapel A-3, Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City until the 
night of December 24, 2004 and will 
be transferred to their house and Peal 1167 bet tcubled. Trust in : 


i f 
L cremated on December 28, Emma ads Rodriguez Ga guit also fn Ме}. 


7 
"Be at rest once тоте, О my soul, for the Lord E 
has been good to me." 


"Do not let your gars 


Н 
оп December 21, 2004 at the age of 60. їп My Father’ 5 hiousé~ x 
Her bereaved husband Luis; sons Loule and Rico; mother oun r iA | 


: \ 
Naty; brothers and sisters Alice, Ben, Lina, Dirata, Frank 
and Gertie and al relatives and friends request the plous readers are Many rooms.. 


He is survived by his wife Arlene 
Martinez and children Coco, Den- ониба асса а ee 
ег body lies in state at La Funeraria Paz, б. Arme 
Den, Abby and Aiah. ARE Dose CR 


Interment will be on Sunday, December 26, 2004 at North 
Cemetery after the 8:30 a.m. Mass, 


r 
Гат ША Шеге 
to ред об а, j^ 


rath, : кы Аз! 


^ absent from the Dy 1 be prese ih te Prd” 2 comu s 
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manson ormen BUSINESS — — .— — 
Asian stocks 

rise on US 

rally, Intel 


SINGAPORE —Asian stocks rose on Wednes- 
day as chip companies cheered a broker up- 
grade of Intel Corp. and a rally in US blue 
«рэ to 3-1/2-year highs. 

“Tokyo's Nikkei index ended up 0.8 percent 
ata five-week closing high of 11,209.44 as in- 
vestors shrugged off weaker-than-expected 
trade data and drug makers tracked a re- 
bqund in their US peers. 

^ slowdown in Japan's economy has mostly 
‘been factored into share prices as the Tokyo mar- 
ket has edged down since June. People are now 
focusing on the chances of Tokyo stocks playing 
catch-up with overseas markets,” said Hiroshi 
Fujimoto at Okasan Capital Management. 

‘Chip stocks led gains in Tokyo after 
Lehman Brothers raised its investment rating 
on Intel to “overweight” from “underweight”, 
citing expectations of a solid fourth quarter 
and a strong product pipeline. 

:MSCIs broadest index of Asia-Pacific 
shares outside Japan had edged up 0.1 per- 
cent by 0615 GMT, while world stocks as mea- 
sured by MSCI stood just below their highest 
Лее! in nearly four years. 

“In currency trade, the dollar bought 104.37 
yén little changed from late US levels, as the 
‘market dismissed a 39 percent fall in Japan's 
trade surplus in November. 

"Markets will focus on US gross domestic 
product and industrial production data later 
ой. Wednesday for fresh readings on the 
health of the world's largest economy. 

“Shares rose 0.5 percent in Australia, lifted 
Ъўа 0.4-percent rise in BHP Billiton on strong 
metals prices, 

"Ноа Kong was the only loser among major 
Asian indexes, falling 0.3 percent as investors 
locked in profits. Shares edged up 0.2 percent 
їп Taiwan, while Singapore and South Korea 
мете flat. 

So far this year, shares have gained 22 per- 
cent in Australia, 17 percent in Singapore, 12 
percent in Hong Kong, 9 percent in South Ko- 
теп, 5 percent in Japan and nearly 2 percent 
inTaiwan. Reuters 


Japan trade 
surplus down 


‘TOKYO—Japan’s trade surplus unexpectedly 
fellin November from a year earlier, underlin- 
ing concern about the impact of slower export 
growth on the sluggish economy as consumer 
spending at home remained weak. 

„With a rise in ой prices pushing imports toa 
record monthly high, the trade surplus 

pped 39.2 percent from the same month a 
year earlier to 602.0 billion yen ($5.77 bil- 
бл), data from the Ministry of Finance 
showed on Wednesday. 

"The surplus was much smaller than a con- 
Sensus forecast of 1.0039 trillion yen. It маз, 
owever, up 16.2 percent from October on а 
seasonally adjusted basis. 

* "The figures, along with data showing ser- 
ice sector activity fell for the first time in 
three months in October, added to concern 
about Japan's economic recovery, which has 
{ееп showing signs of stalling. 

‘The decline in the trade surplus confirms 
the impact from slower growth in overseas 
dtonomies, said Osamu Tanaka, an 

Sonomist at Morgan Stanley. 

Looking forward, we expect a further 
slowdown in the trade surplus, but it won't be 
a gerious adjustment.” 

‘Exports have been the main engine of 
Japan's two-year-old economic recovery, but 
%тегпа! demand became a negative contribu- 
Tor to growth in gross domestic product 
(GDP) for the first time in eight quarters in 
the three months to September. 

«Sul strong demand for steel and cars pushed 
exports up by 13,4 percent in November from a 


———— ASE TI A р 


A f your ti an heal his painful past | HANDS ON 


Sear earlier and by LO percent from October Hands on Manila is a non-profit organization that recruits, educates and coordinates a network 
erus i China wem up 218 percent | | Of volunteers for community projects. We have over 30 service programs to choose from 
журот по Сна ето harwaswellbe. [ | ranging from literacy, arts sports, housing and counseling among others. If you feel you are called to serve, M 


Athe peek ect Pa of mort чан dU Dec: heres our number: 843-7044 or e-mail us at homla@inio.com.ph. A little of your time heals all wounds. 
cn seen earlier this year = FOUNDATION, INC. 
{j Economists said one bright aspect of recent 
ade figures was a pick-up in exports to the 
United States, reflecting renewed strength in 
the world's largest economy. Reuters 


PARAMOUNT 


natic Chronograph movement with date 
elective sapphire glass | water-resistant 


SZ LUCERNE | Shangri-La Plaza Mall | Glorietta 4, Ayala Center | wwwucernejewelerscom 


Kids don't 
care about 
politics, 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


DISCOVER: CONNECT. PLAY 


TIT 


кетте Јен 


EU 


TOFU Kinilaw served 
with Talbos Salad 


CETERE A 008000089 


Buena consisting of only organ- 
ic food? If you're Mara Pardo de 
Tavera, itis. 

Going traditional and natural this Christ- 
mas is no problem for the irrepressible force 
behind the organic market, which she has 
been espousing for 11 years now. Mara is also 
in the group that's attempting to promote the 
Slow Food Movement, an advocacy that first 
took roots in Europe to counter the fast-food 
culture. 

Lifestyle invited Mara to come up with a 
Christmas spread that uses organic, chemical- 
free ingredients. Not only is her menu filling 
and attractive, it's healthful, too. 


I: it possible to have a Noche 


Tumpa: Shangbang 


Pandan Ice Tea 

Simply take pandan leaves (1 leaf is good 
for 2 cups) and boil with filtered, mineral wa- 
ter in a stainless stee! pot for about 5 minutes 
on low flame. Let cool for 2 minutes then 
sweeten with muscovado sugar (1/2 tsp per 
cup). 


Tofu Kinilaw served 
with Talbos Salad 
Таке tofu, pat off excess water with un- 
bleached paper towels. Slice tofu to frying size. 
Fry in EVCO (extra virgin coco oil) on low 
flame to avoid buming (which is carcino- 
genic). Let dry on paper towels also. Set aside. 
Вой mineral water for talbos (of kamote; 1 
use red and green, then I use the water for an 


 AHEALTHFUL CY 


РЕЛ eris 


3nd ültiuris isc ий 
па 21 


ТЫА а la moss 


aid БУ Burst йд атт 


Globe Gizmo Ргераш 
ubscrbers are entiled to jo te prom: 

To avan of пе offer, cid must frst La ren 

192811 using a Globe Gum Propai 

This text is foo of charge. 


Chid wii receive a text raply asking hicuher 

aout haer Chrsmos wah. Cid mast 
ply ne check ou he poesie 

Фатах gis offered in tno promo. 


Chil wil be prompted to choosa from a list 
боозз Kids clothes, 


ah by reiyng o 2811 wih a nonbor ol 
the cnóson git 


4. hia wil inen receive» message ота, 
imer inat Sania received sor wsh. he, 
system wil send а lext message о the 
sung nines of he Cas wish wih any 
of tne folowing discount moble coupons: 


= 30% ой on Disney On Ice Ticket purchases 
(резаву snows) at а Тала Araneta 
kom Decembar 10 0 January 2. 


+ 15% ой on clothes purchased at ай Guess 
Ks outlets in GMA кот Docember 10 
fo January 15. 


+ 20% decani P1 000 әт) with very 147 

йооовароп purchase a 

Staten Rusian эло Tor Коро ues 
GMA Canis, Pampanga and Batanges 

from December 10 ta January 15 


5. Parent shal present the discount mobile 
суроп ae ралап оле! о avai 
Of ho disco 


Tha child can choose up lo 3 diferent git 
wishes. if fna cit wrshes for a gi om. 
Tace. parent wil only receive 1 discount 
monia coupon for the 2 wishes. 


II more han а is registered undar ne 
rent, and ali chidren west for Me same. 
[3 тозга оша 3 daca mb е 
coupon 


PROMO PERIOD: 
December 10, 2004 to January 15, 2005 


For more infomation abou! Globe Gizmo Prepad, 
cali Собо орот Customer Saraca at 730-1000. 


Ee UNS 


— өүө 


fo. ч | 


bosaplons is excusvely distnbutod by 
БЗНС PACIFIC CORP. 
For inqurios. сай 898-1933 042 loc 207 


Por OTINCR рети No. 8092, Santos of 003, 
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PANCIT 


From pageC! 


STUFFED 
Kalabasa 


d drink later). Throw talbos in, quickly 
removeand setaside. 
Before anything, prepare nipa vine- 
gar (1 cup), add in dash of pepper, sliv- 
s of ginger and shallots, about 1/2 
cup and chopped tomato. Make 
enough for marinating tofu fries and 
talbos. Serve. 


Stuffed Kalabasa 
Take small ones (about 300 grams). 
Brush clean then make a “hat” with the stem 
ntertop. Remove insides. Separate seeds. 
ке pulp and mix in sauté of lots of onions, 
pallots, garlic, carrots and French string 
beans mixed in tofu mash (do in blender with 
tle EVOO (extra virgin olive oil). Place this 
ixture back into kalabasa, cover, then bake 
for about 30 minutes in 350°F oven. Serve on 

з bed of iollarossa letruce. 


Let it get thick and add tanglad, okra and 
chicken, At the end, sprinkle with lots of 
malunggay. Use bones for broth (add ginger 
and tanglad and let cook foran hour). Use this. 
for pancit. 


Pancit 
Use fresh noodles from the supermarket, Boil 
quickly in broth. Sauté slivered vegetables: car- 
ross, onions, Baguio beans, singkamas, mush- 
rooms and garlic. Then add everything to pancit. 
Serve with kalamansi or soy sauce (organic 
pleasel). 


Garlic Fried Talaongkan 

"This fantastic variety of short grain rice 
from the Sagada area, is a treat! 

Cook 1 cup rice with 2 cups filtered water. 
Add a pandan ribbon-knot. Cook for about 40 
minutes. Let cool. Then stir-fry with garlic 


* and EVOO. 
Lumpia Shangbang ~ 
Take one of our natural bangus (no hor- Strawberry Chantilly 
mones and antibiotics). Remove We have great organic strawberries now! 
meat from skin and also separate Clean and remove green stems. 
dark meats. Chop finely onions, Freeze. Then thaw 15 minutes before serving, 
garlic, carrots, singkamas and Make tofu Chantilly with 1 pack of organic 
string beans. Sauté ай this їп tofu, blended in honey. 
EVOO until cooked, about 10 min- 
wes. Let cool. Then wrap in 
е Шиа wrappers (can somebody 
please make these organically for 
me?), пог so thin to make them 
crunchier! Fry in EVOO, low flames for 
about three minutes on each side. 
Sweet sour sauce: Sauté lots of onions 
and garlic. Add flour to make a roux. Then 
add broth, vinegar and little sugar. Sesame 
seeds and chili are optional. 


Guinataan Chicken 

Take an organic chicken (no hormones and 
antibiotics) and de-bone. 

Take meat and cut into strips. Sprinkle with 
pepper, miso and EVOO. Marinate for about 
two hours then sprinkle with four and grill, 
half cook only. In a separate pot, place thick 
gata after sautéing garlic and onions in EVOO. 


STRAWBERRY 
Chantilly 


Screaming for ice cream cakes, too 


GUESTS at Enchanted Kingdom are now 
screaming not just in excitement and exhilara- 
tion over the thrilling rides but also for the 
scrumptious ice cream cakes that are now being 
made by the parks chefs. 

Susan Romero, assistant vice president for re- 
тай operations, said the park had really been de- 
veloping new menu items. They came up with 
the idea of ice cream cakes as they went well 
with EKs fun image. 

"Though the park's food outlets had been serv- 
ing the usual cakes like carrot and chocolate 
fudge, they sil felt something was missing. 

Olga Gonzales, former section head for retail 


CREMA de fruta 


operations, said making the ice cream was not 
easy. “First, we bake the bonom layer sponge 
cake. While it cools, we soften the first layer of 
ice cream. This is poured on top of the cooled 
cake and frozen ovemight. Only then can we 
рош the next ice cream layer over the frozen 
‘one. When the layers are complete, the top is 
decorated with cream and fruits, or the ingredi 
‘ents needed for the particular ice cream cake fla- 
voc" 

Romina Culanding, section head for food ser- 
vices, said EK ice cream cakes were available in 
the following flavors: Peaches n Mangoes Torte, 
Banana Split Classic, Mocha Chocolata, Black 
and White Choco Crunch, Buco Pandan Salad, 
Ube Leche Flan, Chunky Oreos'n Cream, Choco- 


late Overload and Crema de Fruta. 

Culanding said the park would have more fa- 
vors when storage and display spaces become 
available. EK also assured customers they would. 
becoming up with more new food ideas. 

Enchanted Kingdom's ice cream cakes can be 
enjoyed at the parks food outless for P70 рег 
slice or Р850 for a whole cake: They are also 
available for delivery within the Sta. Rosa area. 

Guests can also take them home placed in cus- 
tomized styro boxes. The cakes will retain their 
shapes for up to two hours of travel inside an air- 
conditioned vehicle. They may also be available 
in the fücure at Enchanted Kingdom's Makati of- 
fice. 


UBE Leche Flan 
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Du 0 

„АҢ CHEESECAKE Ete. is will complement the cold Ghirardelli Тһе Christmas Whole cakes come in Rufino corner Leviste ‘abang Town Center, 
aa М inviting everyone to baked items—Hot chocolate drinks, Dome Cake and attractive purple gift Streets in Makati, SM Megamall and 
try special treats es- Apple Cider, made rich, creamy drinks Chocolate True Con- boxes withhandles. Robinsons Galleria Podium, Тота 
pecially made for the from fermented ap- made from San Fran- fection Cake are Cheesecake Etc. and Ermita, Ashereek Morato, and the new- 
holidays. ples spiced with cin- сізсо No. 1 choco- available in slices has branches at Glo- Center, Greenhills ly opened branch at 
These include the патоп, and hot and late. and whole cakes. rietta, Greenbelt, Shopping Center, Al- Eastwood City Walk. 
Christmas Dome Cale, = 
layers of Forest Berry 
Cheesecake and White 
Chocolate Mousse en- 
eased in Атом 


‘Sponge Cake and cov- f 
ered with delectable é at the 
White Chocolate : 
Ganache; and the i 
Chocolate True Con- 
fection, layers of super 
moist chocolate cake 
with chocolate enamel 
filling. Feel rush of crisp nippy air at this side of the Promo runs December 1 — January 1, 2005. Packages 
The sore do world as Holiday inn Galleria Manila brings a are only valid for residents of the Philippines. 
зое саваа dreamy. misty, Winterscape Christmas getaway for Advance reservation is required. For details and 
the whole family this season. reservation, please call 633-7111 local 7402. 


IFit’s a gourmet adventure one is up for, be mesmer- 
ized with Holiday Inn Galleria Manila's sumptuous 
myriad of holiday flavors. Cozy up with friends and 
family members over good food, cool entertainment 
and overflowing drinks at any of the hotel's food and 
beverage outlets, Savor a daily treat of freshly baked 
Puto Bumbong and Bibingka, Chrisimas Goodies 
and invigorating Holiday Chill drink the whole 
month of December. Special bufet meals are 
prepared as well for the hotel's Christmas Eve 
Dinner, Christmas Day Lunch, New Year's Eve 
Dinner and New Year's Day Lunch offerings at 
TT Share with loved ones and friends the spirit of Raphael Café-Restaurant. Also, drink all you can 
j [ comfort and togetherness with the hotel's Winter Міс and Beer while welcoming the New Year with, 
Holiday Room package. Book for two succeeding а Countdown Party at the Monet Bar-Lounge. 5 
из for only P8,000.00 + and get the third night 
includes Family deluxe room 
accommodation. buffet breakfast for two adults and 
two kids, plus а chance to bring home Winter Bratz Рог details on food and beverage 
dolls, Knex, Gundam and Zoids toys. First 25 promotions, please call 633-7111 
bookers enjoy two movie passes to Robinson's local 7440 or 7416. 
Movieworld 


оруун 


Or, get 30% off on all local rates when booking in 
any of the hotel's suites. 


Chicken Relleno 
Cream Cheese 
Stuffed Crust Pizza 


Holiday Picks 


The best way bo say 
"Merry Christmas 


Available (rom November 25, 2004 co January 10, 2005. 
FREE watch for every Christmas Feast Bundle offer 91I-1I-1I 


Ф BPI Exeress Cneorr 


The BPI VOLVO Lifestyle Promo 


For ВРІ Express Credit 
zClassic/Burgundy, Blue MasterCard 
and Gold MasterCard, every 500 
single purchase entitles cardholder 
to one raffle entry. To join, just 
register your purchase by calling 
the promo hotline: 683-0008 for 
Metro Manila and 1-800-10-683- 
0008 for provincial cardholders or 
‘email bpilifestyle@ lisa.com. Promo 
period: November 15, 2004 to 
April 30,2005. 


fan is i Per OTHER Pee Маз, 


For Petron-BPI MasterCard, every 
P 500 fuel purchase in participating 
Petron stations entitles cardholder 
to one raffle coupon. To join, just. 
drop coupons at these stations. 
Promo period: October 21, 2004 to 
April 30,2005. 


See ect ordei Per отса гетен». 281 


ЧЫИ 
TE Gs 


Plus a chance to win a dream prize 
package worth P 800,000 in the 
Lifestyle Dream Card Rewards 
promo: Asian Cruise for 2, Home 
Remodelling, Home Entercainment 
Showcase, Rustan's Shopping 
Spree, Hotel and Dining 
Gift Certificates and Gym 
Membership at Fitness First. 

Just tune in to the Lifestyle 
Channel for more decals. 

Promo period: November 
6,2004 co February 4,2005. 


‘Son yer tor decata Per OTINGA rerit Ne TP 
e 


VOLVO V50 Sporu Wagon. Prine for NOUO XC90 SUV. Prize for VOLVO S80 Бесе Sedan. Prize lor 


BP Expres Crede Cos 
BA Express Creda бше MasterCard 


VOLVO 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 


А tradition of leadership 


for life 


or Paros P MasterCard Эй Express Crede Gold MasterCard 


‘Approved applications during the promo period will also earn raffle entries. For application and 
inquiries, call ВРІ Express Phone 89-100, visit any ВР! ог BPI Family Bank branch or Express 
Banking Center or log on co wwcbpiexpressonline.com. 
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CIRKULO'S 
Cochinillo 
Asado 
p "nd ere 


Instead of slaving over a hot 
stove, let a professional chef 


do the work for you 
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М KITCHEN Rescue, I've done a list of 
“my favorites” over and over again. It 
either comes out as a list, a story or a 
special mention of people, places and things. 
Itis best described perhaps as my tribute to 
those whose contributions to the world of 
food or the world in general are substantial 
enough to be told, noticed and recognized. It 
acknowledges skill, hard work, talent, love 
for craft and dedication to duty. 
Afterall, everyone needs a pat on the back! 


Last minute Christmas list 

(Where to go for what) 

© Leave the holiday cooking to my good 
friend and one of my favorite chefs, J Gamboa 
of Cirkulo and Milky Way. Your food will be 


Reggie Aspiras 


ready to eat on the day you specify—styled 
and packaged. 

My favorites from J's menu: Paella Cirkulo 
(with Duck, Chorizo, Pork Tenderloin), Paella 
Montaña (Portobella Mushrooms, Roasted 
Garlic, Truffle Oil), Roast Beef and Beef Belly, 
Assorted Milky Way Sandwiches, Cochinillo 
Asado, Holiday Salads (Buco Pandan, Fruit 


Di 


For feedback, email us at ifertyle@ingulskcom.ph 


Text us your feedback: 
Inquirer life name/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Salad, Buco Salad, Bacon Potato, Chicken 
Macaroni), Japanese Spaghetti (per half gal- 
lon). Call 8108735 or 8102763. 

Still have some last-minute food shop- 
ping to do? Go to The Mandarin Oriental. Get 
their duck liver pate and goose liver terrine 
brioche and Port wine jelly. Delicious! Beauti- 
fully packaged, too. Thanks Charisse. My 
mom and I enjoyed them tremendously. 

Other things of interest at the Mandarin 
that you can order—whole roast turkey with 
chestnut stuffing and assorted vegetables, 
gravy and cranberry sauce; whole roast 
Christmas goose with stuffing, assorted veg- 
etables and liver sauce; assorted deluxe 


NO-COOKING/D3 


Text REGALO to 3997. 


|, Dumarami na ang mga lugar 
na mapagkukuhanan ng 
Regalo Load! 
Tangkilikin ang mga produkto o serbisyo 
ng Regalo Load partner merchants at 


tumanggap ng libreng load mula sa 
SMART Buddy at Talk 'N Text. 


Makakatanggap ka ng sticker for every- 
qualified purchase. ко ay may kinauukulang 
points na katumbas ng load. 

1 Point = P1 Load 


Ipunin ang points at ipapalit ng load sa 
halagang P30, P60, o P115. 


Sa patuloy mong pagtangilik, mas malaki 
ang points na maiipon. 


Kaya tumungo sa Regalo Load partner. 
‘merchants ngayon din. 


Santos/Female/23 ON 


Exch text message cous P250 


То register & subscribe to updates: 


Туре REGALO REG «city or town>/<province> 
I<name>!<sex>/<age> ON and send to 3997. 


Ex: REGALO REG Bocaue/Bulacan/Kate 


Sata ia UT area 


Fas, 


To earn points: 


& send to 3997. 
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Only available to SMART Buddy and Talk "N Text subscribers 


Type REGALO <sticker code> 


Ex: Type REGALO A23B57 


Te convert your points te load: 
Type REGALO CLAIM <load denomination> 


& send to 3997. 


For questions, comments, or concerns, you may eil the SMART Нобле at 688-1111. send a text messag ro 89 (P1 00 per message 
Panian ofthe FREE TEXT slocnlon). cmb us at tunemercsreflomrc com ph or vst de SMART Wireless Center безген you. 
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OVEN-ROASTED Fillet of Baby Garoupa with Crab Fat Foam and a 


Soya-Butter Reduction 
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FOIE Gras on Gratinated New Potatoes with Poached Pears 


Controversy turns café into catering business 


COCKTAILS at the CCP 


MON and Monique Eugenio would 
have opened Connections Café at the 
departure level of the new Terminal 
Three of the Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport. 

But with the controversy surround- 
ing the project remaining unresolved 
until now, what was going to be a café 
became instead the Connections 
Catering Co. 

With chef Mel Resuma, Monique's 
former boss at Mandarin Oriental’s 
Tivoli Grill, as partner in charge of 
Kitchen operations, the company 
started by cooking for the couples 
family and friends. The first "cus- 
tomers” recommended the company 
to their own families and friends. 

The partners combined their expe 
riences to prepare elegant and int 
mate dinners as a caterer cum private 
chef 

Mon, a graduate of the California 
Culinary Academy, was a food and 
beverage management trainee of the 
Nagoya Hilton in Japan where he ob- 
served the restaurant operations of 
the hotels six outlets, particularly 
Seasons Restaurant, the French fine 
ining restaurant. Back in Manila, he 
managed Shangri-La Makatis Cheval 
Blanc and Island Café. 

Monique, who prepares the desserts, 
trained with Jacques Torres (of Food 
Network fame) at Le Cirque in New 
York, Francois Payard of Restaurant 
Daniel and Steve Scudder of Paper 
Moon. She graduated from the French 
Culinary Institute in New York 


Chef Mel started with Prince Albert STRAWBERRY and Pistachio 
InterContinental, then Napoleon 


аг Hotel 
worked in Truffles Restaurant and 
Shangri-La's main kitchen. He was a 
demi-chef at Tivoli Grill when he 
Joined the company. 


Sit-down dinners 

‘Connections Catering Co. prepares 
sit-down dinners in the hosts’ own 
Kitchens at home. But it takes care of 
everything including the china, glass- 
es and silver, to accessories and ac- 
cents. The host or hostess simply at- 
tends tothe guests. 

In preparing meals, the Eugenios 
find out as much as they can about the 
hos/hostess and the prospective 


EARL Grey Chocolate Mousse 


much as they can their host or hostess’ 
wishes, 

A request for a nouvelle Filipino 
sit-down dinner resulted in continen- 
tal dishes with distinctly Filipino 
touches: a Heart of Palm Tower with 
Bacon, Bean and Wild Mushroom 
Ragout laced with Sukang Ilocos 
Vinaigrette, Seared Foie Gras with 
Guava Sauce set on a Cannelloni of 
Sauteed Spinach and Marinated La- 
guna Cheese, Oven-Roasted Fillet of 
Baby Garoupa with Crab Fat Foam 
and Soya-Butter Reduction, and 
Monique's Mango Mascarpone 
Napoleon served with homemade 
Barako Bean Ice Cream, made of pure 
carabao milk. 

Sandy Daza wrote in his INQUIRER 
column Word of Mouth that the Con- 
nections’ US-certified Angus Prime 
Rib was “simply outstanding” and the 
accompanying Cabernet Sauvignon- 
Shallot Jus, "out of this world." 

For Christmas, Connections Cater- 
ing Co. offers, in addition to the roast. 
beef, Roast Boneless Australian Leg of 
Lamb with Apricot-Rosemary Jus, 
and Roast US Turkey with Brandy- 
scented Turkey Jus and Cranberry 
Jelly, Creamy Cepes Sauice and a Foie 
Gras-Pinot Noir Sauce for the roast 
beef. All carvings come with sautéed 
garden vegetables that include as- 
paragus, young com, carrots, pump- 
kin, baby potatoes and roasted garlic, 
when available. 

Connections may be reached 
through 0917-5201155, 0917- 
5331155 or 8942894; fax 8151308, 
or e-mail mon, eugenio@gmail.com. 


eese 


guess. They пу to accommodate аз OVEN-ROASTED Chilean Sea Bass with Pumpkin Puree 


Editor's note: The following is 
the fourth runner-up in the 
Doreen Gamboa Fernandez Food 
Writing 2004 contest. 


By Christine Nunag 


ING masakit kuanan, manyaman 
yang kanan. Hard to get, nice to 
ea. 

Perhaps the Capampangan 
proverb could provide a clue to 
our best-kept cooking secrets. 

As a child of three I had 
watched my mom work in our 
litle kitchen in Pampanga. With 
mixed fear and amusement saw 
her wrestle with live catfish, or 
sever the wings of crickety- 
crawly camaru (mole crickets) 
before turning them into adobo. L 
would wonder why, when cook- 
ing rice, she would place rock 
salt on the cover or a platito 
(Small plate) over the sinaing 
(cooked rice) when she thought. 
itwas dry and undercooked. And 
why her paksing bangus (milk- 
fish cooked in vinegar) tasted 
better when she cooked itin that 
magical black balanga. 

Asimilar clay pot was used by 
ош beloved aunt, Indang 
Mareng, when dear mom passed 
away to cook for us children her 
legendary asado. For that, I nev- 
ег saw our aunt use tomatoes 
from the can. Instead, she 
chopped fresh ones into а pulp 


Can women 

be more amazing 
than when they 
pursue the craft 
of cooking 

with passion 

and without 
compromise? 


then used those together with 
onions, garlic, bell pepper, toyo 
(soy sauce), calamansi (local 
lime), bulung laurel (bay leaf), 
and samput-samput (oregano) to 
stew her pork casim (shoulder). 


Essence of timing 

Years lates, I met more amaz- 
ing women and learned from 
them. My best friend's mother, 
Mommy Cely, taught me how to 
cook her delicious adobong pusit 
(braised squid). After cleaning 
ош the squid's transparent back- 
bone, its tentacles squeezed and 
unwanted parts expertly dis- 
carded, she let it briefly simmer 

а blend of sukang sasa (palm 
vinegar), garlic, ground black 


Labor of lov 


rrer 


pepper and salt She then 
drained the meat and sautéed it. 
їп garlic, onion and tomatoes. As 
she carefully returned the sauce, 
she stressed the essence of tim- 
ing in the gradual addition of liq- 
uid to any dish to reveal its natu- 
ral linamnam (flavor). 

"Don't stir when cooking with 
vinegar, she cautioned. "Or 
will taste raw." As hints of oil in 
tomato-orange hues gently glis- 
tened over its purple sauce, the 
vinegary fragrance of this native 
calamari dish filled her spacious 
country kitchen. 

Sharing the same sprawling 
backyard in a remote barrio by 
the foot of Mt. Arayat was Mom- 
my Суз sister, Auntie Glo. The 


un 


day before her son's wedding, 1 
saw this master cook supervise. 
ап assembly line of men and 
women peel, slice, chop ingre 
ents, sharpen knives, wash p: 
and pans and build fires fed by 
‘wood on the ground in prepara- 
tion for this very special occa- 
sion. 

“This is bigger than your aver- 
age fiesta,” Auntie said to me. 


Plucking feathers 

Two weeks before the big 
day, Auntie bought 31 pieces of 
45-day-old chicken (bantres) 
and fattened them in her own 
backyard. Those were for Aun- 
tie's definitive chicken barbe- 
cue, 


Among the activities 1 
watched was of a team of three 
who patiently stripped a bulky, 
towel-like heap of ox tripe of its 
undesirable layer before leaving 
it to boil in a giant caldero (pot). 

Isquirmed as two boys gripped a 
hapless chicken by the throat, 
wings and feet while another slit 
the side of its neck, let its blood 
drip into a bowl, gave it a brisk 
cold wash, then dunked it head 
first in another caldero of scald- 
ing water The rest swiftly 
plucked the feathers away. 

But I contributed some work 
myself. Under a tamarind tree, 
we began saut£ing chicken meat 
in garlic, white onion, grated 
ange (turmeric) and fish sauce in 
а cast iron taliyasi (vat). Then 
же poured in our manually grat- 
ed, freshly squeezed coconut 
milk. 

“With electric graters," Auntie 
explained, “milk gets wasted be- 
cause the liquid shoots out in the 
process.” 

We then washed, drained and 
added the uncooked lakatan 
rice, the main ingredient in our 
biringhi (rice dish), and pro- 
ceeded to cook, keeping the fire 
low by shifting and rearranging 
the live coals beneath, Covered 
with banana leaves, Auntie occa- 
sionally peeked in to see if the 
dish had reached perfect dryness 
and consistency, 


Rich ensemble 

In the afternoon, we moved 
оп to the Embutido. Meticulous- 
ly sliced carrots and bell pepper, 
chopped onions, grated cheddar. 
cheese, flour, margarine, ground. 
pepper, raisins, sweet pickles 
and salt were all added to à 
batya (basin) of ground pork 
pigue (rump) and chorizo de bil- 
bao (Spanish sausage). Together 
we cracked four dozen eggs and 
tossed their yolks into the mix. 
Naturally, only Auntie Glo's bare 
hands were allowed to work оп 
this rich, massive ensemble. She 
then laid scoops into sheets of 
aluminum foil cut into squares 
and let me roll some. 

Hours later, all the chicken for 
the barbecue had been cut, 
cleaned and marinated in a gen- 
erous sauce blend of soy sauce, 
garlic, sugar, ground pepper, salt 
and calamansi. The biringhi was 
ready for tomorrow trimmings 
of sliced hard-boiled eggs and 
bell pepper strips. The embutido 
rolls were all perfectly steamed. 
It was only the ox tripe—which 
Auntie Glo would later turn into 
Callos—that still sat on the fire. 
Bur there was no hurry. 

All these women cooked in a 
slow and arduous manner. have. 
come to do the same. These 
women also clearly engaged in 
the craft of cooking for опе 
thing, And that was love. 
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that Rep. Francis Escudero's wallet 

was picked while he was inside the Na- 
tional Penitentiary (or “bilibid prison” as itis 
‘commonly called) in Muntinlupa on a fact 
finding mission, His wallet was later found in 
a flowerpot, divested of cash, but naturally. 

Itisa glaring sign of the times, a timely re- 
minder for us to pray and wish there will be 
less crime this coming year. One look at the 
newspaper pages shows clearly that robbery 
of all kinds is high on the list of crimes this 
season. 

Here's one very recent report we can add to 
the list. A few days ago, balikbayan Teresa 
Oanes Carruthers was on the escalator of 
Landmark when her wallet was picked from 
her handbag. In the wallet were her credit 
cards, drivers license and about P30,000 
cash. Luckily, her travel documents and other 
valuables were in another compartment. 

Needless to say, the trauma of encounter- 
ing pickpockets, as well as the loss of hard- 
earned cash and the hassle of replacing the 
lost credit cards, spoiled the balikbayan's va- 
cation. 

We talked with Landmark's security officer, 
code named “РТ,” and found out some inter- 
esting, nay disturbing, facts about the modus 
operandi of mall thieves. 


Tes no joke when it was reported 
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A merry season for thieves, too 


“THE 
CONSUMER 


Marietta Velasco 
Giron 


According to him, there are two kinds of 

mall thieves. Each group has three to four 
members known in the underworld jargon as 
the bakeras (they distract a victim and sur- 
round him/her to block movement), and the 
tirador (he/she picks the valuables by slash- 
ing or opening the victim's bag or pocket). 
‘The tirador immediately hantis over the loot 
to the bakeros so he/she is not caught red- 
handed if the victim realizes what happened. 
Similarly, the bakeros take turns handling the 
loot as they make their exit. 

Another group, the salisi gang, attacks when 
the victim is distracted, like while he/she is eat- 
ing atthe food court. They steal the victims bag 
while his/her attention is focused elsewhere. 

‘Another group, the pickpocket (or pickbag, 
cutpurse, mandurukot), operates in crowded 
sites, usually the escalator or elevator. They 
also distract the victim's attention by drop- 
„ping things like coins, headphones or cellular 


phones. When the victim bends to help pick 
ор or even just looks at the dropped object, 
the tirador goes into action. In the meantime, 
the bakeros block the movement of the victim 
or further distract his/her attention. 


Preventing mall thefts 

Landmark's security officer gives the fol- 
lowing tips to shoppers: 

* Always put your bag in front of you wher- 
ever you are in the mall. Shield it with your 
arms if you are in a crowded place. 

* Don't flaunt your jewelry/valuables so 
you don’t becomea target of thieves. 

* Be on the alert when you are on the esca- 
lator and at the food court. These are favorite 
hunting grounds of robbers. 

* As much as possible, don't withdraw big 
amounts from the automated teller machines 
(ATMs) in crowded malls. 

The security officer gives this final advice 
to shoppers: “If you catch the thief red-hand- 
ей, shout at the top of your voice (if you're at 
Landmark, that is) so the security guards can 
be alerted. Our guards are specially trained 
for this situation.” 

То our readers: Stay safe and happy. Merry 
Christmas everybody! 


E-mail comments and complaints to mgiron 
@i-manila.com.ph. 


No-cooking Noche Buena ~~» 
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Apple strudel, ‘atbp.’ 
Jor Christmas 


GIVE а Ritz apple strudel this 
holiday season. 

The apple strudels, which 
gave the coffee shop its name, 
consist of layers of spongy 
sliced apples, crispy filo pastry 
sheets, fresh cream, and 
creamy light custard. It has the 
the right sweetness and flaki- 
mess. 

Ritz strudels are also avail- 
able in mango, peach, straw- 
berry and kiwi, and in various 
sizes: slice (for one to two per- 
sons), half (three to four) and 
full (sixto 10). 


Aside from strudel, Ritz Apple 
Strudel also has chocolate cream 
puff, mini custard, fruti puff, 
four seasons, among others. 

Ritz Apple Strudel serves its 
own house coffee blend to com- 
plement the pastries. 

Ritz Apple Strudel and Pas- 
try shops are at G/E Madison 
Square, Ortigas Avenue, North 
Greenhills, San Juan; G/R 
Shangri-la Plaza Shopping 
Mall, Mandaluyong; Lower 
G/F The Podium, Mandaluy- 
ong; Food Choices, 3/L Green- 
belt 3, Ayala Center Makati, 


canapés by the dozen. 

Someone sent me a text message 
two weeks ago wanting to know 
where to get gingerbread houses. The 
Mandarin has them. Call 7508888. 

'e1f you crave Strawberry Short- 
cake, call my student Gwen Uy. She 
makes them two ways, with lemon or 
the good old-fashioned way. Looks 
big and impressive, too. Call or text 
0917-5261668. Gwen is leaving soon 
to pursue her dream of being a chef. 

1 wish you all the best! Good luck 
and dome proud! 

@ Barrio Fiesta! Isn't that a blast 
from the past? Double-knit and gabar- 
dine have gone out of fashion butsome 
things have stood the test of time, like 
the house that Crispy Pata built! 

‘About two weeks ago, our Manang 
goofed and forgot to serve my broth- 
er, Manong Boy the pata he ordered 
for his guests. Thank God for this ma- 
јог disaster. We ended up eating Bar- 
rio Fiesta's Crispy Pata. 

T've completely forgotten how deli- 
cious itis, Even the leftover that was 
kept in the freezer tasted зо good 
when refried. 

Have you tried Barrio Fiesta's 
adobo in liver sauce? That's another 
yummy Barrio origi 
nal. Thad to call Cora 
‘Tamayo to ask what 
they had for Christ- 
mas and I was given 
а whole party пау 
menu. All the deli- 
cious comfort foods 
that Barrio has fed us 
for years are now 
available in Party 
Trays that are 
enough for 15-20 
persons. Call 726- 
7562 or 7267836. 


Ham-tired 

Every year, I am 
stuck with the same 
way of preparing 
ham. I am tired of 
slicing and heating 
it up and putting it 


à 


CHEF] Gamboa 


to marinate the other side. 
% eDrain the fruit juice but set it 
aside. nos 

© Pre-heat oven to 350°Е 

* Score top of ham into diamonds 
and stud center of each diamond with 
a clove. Place ham on a rack in a roast- 
ing pan and bake for an hour. Use the 


lowest oven rack Brush with fruit 
juice every 15 minutes. 

Remove ham from oven and 
brush top, fat side up, with Dijon 
Mustard. Sprinkle top generously 
with brown sugar, making a “sugar 
crust” on top of ham. Make sure to 
press/pat sugar down to make it ad- 
here to mustard coat. 

‘You may want to add a teaspoon of 
all-spice to the sugar before sprin- 
Кїл for flavor. 

© Bake for another 20-30 minutes. 

‘ein a saucepan, heat up 1/3 cup 
of butter. Add 1 cup +/- sugar (adjust 
to taste) and the fruit juice, about 3-4 
cups. Season the sauce with salt and 
pepper. Adjust sugar, salt and pepper 
to taste 

© Another standard ham sauce is 
mustard and maple syrup. Mix 1/3 
cup of Dijon Mustard and 1/2 cup 
honey. Season sauce with salt and 
pepper. Serve with ham 

ө Garnish ham with fresh fruits 
and greens, sauce and serve with 
more pan desal if you wish 

Merry Christmas! 


For questions, comments or sugges- 
tions, text 0917-8399888. 


Italian design and leading edge 
technology for the modern kitchen 


оп pan de sal every 
Christmas. Please 
help! Merry Christ- 
mas! 


Address = 
157 501. Е. Rivers St., Quezon Clty 
Jel: 381.111, 361-8006 Fax No: 362-0524 


Dexterton Corporation 


MARGIE CRUZ, 
MAKATI 


1 agree that your 
ham needs a major 
makeover! Here is 
опе way to make 
your ham different 
this year This one 
recipe can have many 
variations. 

And, Ms Cruz, 
salamat po for appre- 
ciating what Ido. It is 
always a pleasure to 
share the little that 1 
know and a piece of 
myself with yout 

1 Ше using honey 
ham witha layer of fat 
for this recipe. If you 
don't "have honey 
ham, any ham will do. 

‘© Marinate in 
juice of choice for six 
hours. (orange, ap- 
ple, pineapple, man- 
go, grapefruit, lychee, 
pear peach, guava. 
etc). Make sure the 
ham is covered with 
the juice or at least 
half of the ham is sub- 
merged in juice. Ifthe 
juice is not enough, 
‘marinate one side of 
the ham for three 
hours, turning it over 


we say 


11-Cup Food Processor. 


You say food is your passion, 


If ће love of your life is 
passionate about good food. 
Сизи 


Wake up everyday to 

а scrumptious tomato frittata, 
and end them with savory 
homemade pizza. Our one-touch 
dough control makes it simple. 
Want apple pie? We'll slice the 
apples and make the crust. Salsa, 
soups and sauces? No problem. 
We do it all. 


We work fast and clean even. 
faster, giving you the time to 
pursue other passions. This is 
what we live for. 
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ood food is our life. 


IERI Marke, nc. 838-1634 / 898-1032 
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Drink ug or spoak up. ouest 
pum" 
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teenager en ton tg 
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Children’s choir 


San Miguel Super Coffaemhx Company, Inc. fs a joint venture between San Miguel Purefoods Company, Inc. and Super Coffeemix Manufacturing Lid. of Singapore. 


Sweet and 
creamy! 
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Double Yuletide shopping fun 
with haggling and prizes 


MARKET! Market! is giving its shoppers this 
Christmas season the best buys in the 
metropolis, with an opportunity to haggle to 
boot! 

‘Affordable finds, the freshest fruits and 
vegetables, bargain goods, sumptuous food, 
cool gadgets, novelty items—this super value 
mall has itall 

‘And to make it a truly satisfying shopping 
experience, Market! Market! offers its most 
loyal shoppers a special promo, “Pasko na, su- 
ki ol" Each time a shopper makes a P300 si 
gle or accumulated purchase in any of Mar- 
ket! Market! regular retail stores or Metro 
Market! Market! and Food Choices, she is giv- 
еп a chance to win instant Christmas treats. 
Prizes at stake are ham, queso de bola, one kilo 
of fruits, one kilo of rice, shopping bag, Time- 
zone cards and cinema passes. Promo partici- 
pants can pick a prize coupon from the Promo 
Box, with а maximum of five coupons a day. 


H 


x |i 
Superi É 


The latest retail innovation from Ayala 
Land Inc. recently held a free concert to offi- 
cially mark the Yuletide season with no less 
than its “suki Ogie Alcasid leading the early 
Christmas party. 

Alcasid hosted the affair and performed 
several Christmas songs, much to the delight 
of the crowd that gathered at the activity 
area. The Philippine Children’s Choir, which 
‘won the silver medal in the children's catego- 
ry and the bronze medal in the contemporary 
music category at the 2nd World. Choir 
Olympics in Busan, Korea, also performed. 
They also happen to be the first Filipino choi 
to win at the International Choral Competi- 
tion in British Columbia. 

То make ita truly Pinoy Christmas, parol in 
the most vibrant hues surrounded the activity 
area. Displayed at hallway ceilings were 
Christmas lanterns made of anahaw from Bi- 
col and kiping from Quezon in holiday colors. 


"Super Instant. 
-in-1 Coffee Mix 
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Кс 
& loved Christmas | 
songs or the (| 


From fresh 

fruits and 

vegetables 

to bargain 

goods, 

favorite 

foods and 

novelty 

items, 

Market! 

Market has The Christmas capital of the Philippines, 
itall Pampanga, fittingly took its place at the dome 
with giant balls and lanterns made of capiz 
materials, sourced from Roxas City and some 
parts of the Visayas region, Bicol, and Bataan. 
The lanterns and balls were created by New 
York-based Pinoy designer Daniel de la Cruz, 
and will be the New York Christmas colors for 
the 2005 season. 

From Mindoro comes the ingenious rattan. 
lanterns and buri tassle baskets made by the 
Alangan Mangyans of Naujan, Oriental Min- 
doro. The province of Aurora created a 
unique star-shaped lantern from assorted 
nuts, such as the banaba, traditionally used 
for medical purposes, pandan fruit and the 
agoho small pine cone. 

For this starry, starry Christmas, Market! 
Market! is observing the following shopping 
hours: Dec, 23: 10 a.m.-12 mn; Dec. 24: 10 
2.m.8 p.m, Dec. 25 and Jan, 1: 12 nn-8 p.m. 
Dec. 26-30: Regular mall hours; Dec. 31: 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. 

Market! Market! is located in Bonifacio 
Global City, Taguig, it can be reached by car, 
jeepney, FXor bus. A full-service transport ter- 
minal is available for shoppers’ convenience. 


"o LO 
PAMPANGA province created colorful 
lanterns made of capiz materials. 


star-shaped lantern esp 
Market"'s Christmas décor. 


CHRISTMAS lanterns made of anahaw 
materials in red, green , and yellow colors 
from Bicol 
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helps to make theseásd's, 
menu bright. 
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Add a touch of luxur y 
to Noche Buena 


dd a classy caviar pie to your 

holiday spread and make 

this Christmas more memo- 
rable for the foodies in the family 
and even for guests who have not 
tried caviar before. 

Mellissa's Caviar Pie (tels. 8526971/0910- 
3803743) has a sweet battery, rich, complex 
flavor with a smooth and silky texture. It is 
best eaten within three days and should al- 
ways be refrigerated. Never put itin the freez- 
еп Metal, including silver, should not be used 


їп serving the pie so as not to affect the taste. 
It is best to use spoons made of bone, tortoise 
shell or mother of pearl. 

‘Though caviar pie is traditionally served 
during the Christmas season, it can be en- 
Joyed throughout the year as an hors d'oeu- 
vre. Serve caviar with frozen vodka or a very 
dry Champagne or sparkling wine. Ina pinch, 
a dry white wine will do. 

Mellissa's Caviar Pie is available in three 
sizes—small (4 inches) for P890, medium (6 
inches) for P1,690, and large (9 inches) for 
2,490. Order at least a day ahead. 


SAVE «P21, 
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‘Program starts at 


per day on Full. Fitness Enrollment 


CONSULTATION => 
hae утвора 
чошмю-вотк f= „| 
STYLANE -PERLANE y" 
Facini -want REMOVAL 
asen ACNE TREATMENT 7 
SRUTRACELL-FACE 


-NO:MONTHLY DUES! 
-NO:JOINING FEES! 


[REG SGAM 


TAE лоу 
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supervision" 
Ё towards а 
great body. 


FITNESS 0873533. СЕ 
‘SKIN 8671331: CELL 


Micro crystals. 
precisely 

4 remove dull 
layers of the 
skin, leaving it 
‘even-ioned, 
lighlened & 
rejuvenated 


ALABANG Gemma/8rcezy 809.0396 
BINONDO Theima/Jannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Sherry/Eheng 365-7653 
‘CEBU Ramil 231-3254 

GREENHILS Blanca 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL. Lani 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy 536-0619. 


SEIN CENTERWOTUNES: ALABANGTISOSEGOSIESSIISIO BNONDO 242072809178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 726152669 2112732 


MEGAMALL Shoila/Jonny 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cherijiggs 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cel 

PASIG Joe/Muffet 681-5333 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC Both 2524 

TRAFALGAR ice 


CALL US 


www.slimme rsworld.com.ph 
Inquireéslimmersworld.com.ph 


MALATE S2S9891009213173415 MEGAMALL627754309162479153. PASAY Ар.881353009165320785 PASIG 6473814/09275341314 


The Hub Greenbelt Unveils 


Holiday Window of 
Fashion Phones. 


Hub by Globe Telecom presents its 2004 Holiday Windows of Style and Innovation. Rendered 
by some of the country's most creative minds in art and design, the project crystallizes the 
HUB message to "Ве Joyous" alongside a technology theme that highlights the newest mobile 
phones. 


Window-shopping takes on а 
whole new meaning as the 


The store window is probably the most important medium in enticing customers to enter a1 

shop in the store. As the Holiday Season is a very important time for retailing, the "HUB Holiday 

Window's of Style and Innovation” builds on the store window as the key element in showcasing . 

mobile products in а Christmas inspired theme. One сап take а peek at the latest and upcoming Э - 


phones through the Hub windows. Firmas Ricky tolentino and Chit Wandre 


dame thew design for the Hub Greenbelt 3 
For the Hub in Greenbelt 3, designers Ricky Toledo and Chito Vijandre fused the old and the 
new as they referenced tradition with modernity. 


Old books painted white are arranged like steps. On stands, one will see the featured Nokia 
Fashion Phones-the 7260, 7270 and 7280, showcased amidst a pin-lighted background. A 
trio of robots painted white stands on alert as a rotating mirrored ball hovers above. 
Toledo and Vijandre's design highlight 


technology vis-a-vis the importance of 


technol The robots are iconic figures of everything that excites us and we dread, about the future of Ё 


computer technology. As toys, they are always the most popular Christmas gifts for children. 
With the featured Nokia phones -7260, 7270, 7280-the future is already upon us. 


The Hab adn at Genoa 3 features the 
new fashion phones Irom Nokia 
The Nokia 7260, sleek and dashing with silvery art deco highlights, has an integrated VGA camera and FM radio, a voice recorder, M 


and flash messaging. It may boggle some, but for the true fashionista, a clothing and shoe-size converter comes in handy. 


The elegant Nokia 7270 has an Innovative fold, two-color display camera and video playerirecorder, and a push-to-talk functionality. 
It comes with its own wardrobe of snap-on textile wraps so you can dress it up to match your mood-sexy, sweet, naughty or 
nice. 


The "mysterious" Nokia 7280, which flashes like a flame in the dark, is ideal for the night prowler. You slide it open to reveal 
the exquisite beauty of its craftsmanship and design, which features a cunningly hidden integrated VGA camera, a display screen 
with a unique red glow and the latest trick, a unique rotator to access features. Cto Wandre, Яку Toledo and Luanne ыт. 
The Hub is not just a gallery for viewing the latest mobile phones and Globe technology. It is also a pioneer in technology 

retailing that taps into a muiti-sensory experience. It's not just about looking hi-tech. At the Hub, one can touch and tinker 

with the gadgets. 

"Some people are averse to new products because they don't experience it," observes Raya Roa-Gonzalez, Head of Retail 

Marketing and VIP Partnerships of Globe Telecom. The Hub dispels this wariness by letting people have the feel of the 

technology. 


The Hub Holiday Windows of Style and Innovation will be on view for the entire month of December. The Hub by Globe 
Telecom has stores at Greenbelt 3, Glorietta 4, Rockwell, Podium and Greenhills. 
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BY JESS ABRERA” 


WELL, HERE L bow'r PENGUNS| 
WE ARE! THE LIVE AT THE 
NORTH PoLE! SOUTH Poit? 


POUNONG ~ PONS 


NG МА REGALO! A МАКАКА F 


E. SAAN 


PUGADBABOY  - 


IF Y DOESN'T START ҮЧ IF IT DOESN'T STOP RAINING, 
SNOWING, SANTAS | SANTA WILL BE ABLE TO DOCK 
Neen WONT BE Ji RN His SLEIGH To OUR ROOF. 
‘ABLE 10 LAND ON 

= OUR ROOF! 


TIGNAN MO YANG. 
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МАХ AUTOMATIC SWITCH 
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Мог иг! 
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BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


WHat ABout You? al 

т HAVEN't Seen “0U 
ENOUGH GiFts to FILL MM Givine AM Presents. | 
GiF* ReceiviNG Booth. 


Т PRACHCE 
THe Jou oF 
Receivine. 


HOROSCOPE _. 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: People like you because you're easygoing, good-natured and reliable, You don't take your 

tesponsibilties ight. You deliver what you promise. You're strongly independent and nave your own Way of 

doing things. You definitely act on your dreams, Expect soca очойто year ‘ahead! All relationships are 
lesse 

Birthdate of: Robert Bly, poet/teacher; Yousuf Karsh, photographer; Susan Lucci. ТУ soap actress. 


REN ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
April 19): The most im- June 20): In 2001, you 22): At this point in 

portant thing for you to entered a new sandbox. your life, you have to 
Чо now s to secure Since then, you ve been learn to give up what 

your home base. Youneedtoes- _ trying to figure outwho youare you no longer need. Say goodbye 

tablish an anchor for yourself in" and what to do. Butfirstestablisha to clothing, furniture, jobs and 

the world, value system you can trust. ‘even people to vote on their useful- 

ness. 


TAURUS (April 20 to CANCER (June 21 to 
May 20): July 22): Since 2000, 
much in the middle you have given up aot. VIRGO (Aug. 2310 
"905. Last year was and ow you're in anew Ў) Sept. 22): You can ex- 


this year will be a time phase of your life. Ev- gp pect io ват more mon- 
of change. Many of you will make a X erything having to do with family ey this year. (And you'll 
residential move or change and real estate will continue to be spending itas well.) 
Jobs—or both! wonderfully improve! This month you might buy some- 

>= thing attractive for where you live. 


DAiLY CROSSWORD LIBRA (Sept. 23 to et. 


22): Lucky Jupiter (in 
your sign for the next 
ACROSS = year) makes life far eas- 


1 Jack ol одев Ter for you. Expect good 
5 Elecircal unit fortune, opportunities and gifts to 


э Fight unit 'e, ороп 
14 та lolower ‘come your way. 


18 Banned apple 


‘thoy SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
трет ne PR F Nov. 21): Since 1999, 
1 papay your lite has taken а 
ЗЕ positive shift. (Of 
КЕЗҮН p ” course, 1984 and 1991 

хом were memorable years.) Success 

comment lies just ahead for you now. 
23 Group ol nine 
24 Actor Mineo 
25 СА adversary, Е SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
once to Dec. 21): Ever since 
28 Extend a ook 2001, you have been 
31 Алуа fuer NIS ut of the gate and run: 
эз Kale and 9! Right now, one of 
M — om the things you wentto prove is that 

Bo you can make money. 

9g Aes Davis 
l - 

ышы CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
аз Balowng  ByRogerCobum М to Jan. 19): Its ali 
44 бав Summervil, СА about you now. Со 
45 — Mones, А right ahead and put 
4B Fostsunset 6 Designer yourself first. Some- 

тапып Cassi times (not often) you 
48 Cassalamiy 7 Tewihampe [Sf Just have to do it. if you don't take 

pant в Vaso care ot yourself, you can't help. 
51 Devon river allowances anyone else. 
52 Dance m 9 Amount wasted 
franca. 10 Singar Bennet 


54 Hawn ol 11 Evaryona 
"Cactus 12 Eisenhower 5 e AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 


me Feb. 18): Next year, 
РЕЯ 2 Petra border iu break ree All fhis 
foment 22 Graze rd work pays of. Fi 
61 болио 25 алина low пау you wil feel ike 
Noses Bow? you ae inthe game—you're a 
sif pace 20 Art grouping player. 
88 Guüeis 27 Ообву eras 
88 бду wring 29 Sas 


87 Adátional 30 Thompson and = PISCES (Feb. 1910 
63 Cansar оар Samms © March 20): Many 


68 Spoad coniasis 92 МТ book uds chine D yall 
то Non or Meg 33 Ното this year. This is a great 
TiSodies ^  34Tanemayam 47 Sezesuddeny 58 Radabon жиы 
een Reemi секшд LAIT mortgage. You vill definitely bene- 
ete rene КЫ 03098 fit from the wealth of others now. 
53 Prisoner forever 61 Financing fy. 
41 Dando of 8б вотот 62 Goat 
з Straghlen up рюп паа — 
{бшущ osuere SS Trait 63 Perce 
5 Conti sages 57 Zeuge myc bed 
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DIVINE COMEDY 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL. 


WHY DIDN'T 
I THINK 
ОЕ THAT !7/ 


АРАТ SANA 
ANG 3 KINGS 
KAŠO NGA 
LANG SUMAKIT 
ANG TIYAN 
NUNG ISA 


MIKROKOSMOS 


NAKU, NAUBOS NA НАНАВАТ АМО ALAM MO, 

ANG MGA PAPEL BA KAYo, PATI MALAKI RIN 

AT LATA NATIN BASURA PINAG- ANG HALAGA 
PARA IBENTA.. 47) KIKITAAN Niyo NG MGA 


BoTE AT 
BABASAGIN-- 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 
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BY DANIEL SHELTON 
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BY MANIX ABRERA 
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SCARLET, BRUTAKO ANG | MAGA TRLAGA, JAM” 
GANDA KC CHRETMAS | PERD, SIMULA NUNG NANG 
"TREE M MELA IES YARI YONG TRAHEDYA SA 
PUNONG-PUND NG MAU f FAMILY bil DE VENECIA, 
HAUKA, РурТА TRYG DWA TUWING BUBUKSAN Ni 
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ISG CHRISTMAS 


BY PAPUAND TATUM MILAMBILING 


PWEDE NA BIN AKONG 
NOCHE BUENA NG men ND, 
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SHOPPERS will likely find lots of 
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More than just ‘barako’ country 


“ E 
mes 1% EE 
roasted coffee, 5 i 


for breakfast ROASTED Cup: 
p Бао ae 


PANUCHA, or sweet peanuts, is one of 


Batangas’ specialties. 


great food finds at the newly 
opened SM Supermarket at SM 
City Batangas. 

Batangueños, who are also known for their 
culinary skills, can now go to just one place to 
have practically everything they need for 
their favorite dishes—the freshest meat, 
seafood and vegetables; and a wide selection 
of grocery items. They can also join exciting 
promotions. 

Also not to be missed is the supermarkets 
SM Bonus selection that offers alternative to 
high-quality produets at significantly lower 
prices. Shoppers can save as much as 80 per- 
cent on some items, even get some items free 
at SM City Batangas. 

‘The supermarket showcases the best of 
Batangas: seafood and high-quality meat at 
very low prices. Homegrown special- 
ties—kapeng barako, bagoong balayan, 
panucha, macapuno candies and Batangas 
special tablea (cocoa beans). 

‘The supermarket's layout and well-trained 
staff make shopping convenient and enjoy- 
able. On-going promos give shoppers the best 
value while having lots of fun. 

Current promos include the Total Lower 
Cost (TLC) promotion that gives SM Advan- 
tage Card holders special discounts on gro- 
cery items, and TLC Fresh that gives cus- 
tomers great ideas on how to prepare food 
and enjoy savings from the fresh section. 

SM Supermarket is at the G/L of SM City 
Batangas. 


US resto chain 
opens flagship store 


‘TACO Bell's flagship store opened recently at 
the Gateway Mall beside the Araneta Colise- 
um in Araneta Center. 

‘Among those present during the event 
меге Mexican Ambassador Enrique Hubbard 
Urrea and executives of Yum Restaurants In- 
ternational, parent company of Taco Bell In- 
ternational. 

‘Yum managing director Art Rautio said the 
store was going to be the first of many in the 
Philippines. He noted Filipinos loved to eat 
and Taco Bell was offering them something 
different and healthier. 

Actor Diether Ocampo, MTV VJ Mare 
Abaya and players of the Philippine Basket- 
ball Association, like Jeffrey Cariaso, made 
surprise appearances. 


Aso as part of the three-day celebration, а 
grand motorcade was held featuring Binibin- 
ing Pilipinas beauties. Various games were also 
held. Actor Dingdong Dantes also showed up. 

‘The Taco Bell Corp., a subsidiary of Yum! 
Brands, Inc., is the world's leading Mexican- 
style quick-service restaurant chain. It serves 
some 35 million customers each week in more 
than 6,500 restaurants in the United States. It 

currently the sixth largest restaurant chain 

America. 

Some 6,500 branches are operating in oth- 
er countries like Canada, Aruba, Dominican 
Republic, Chile, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Puer- 
to Rico, and Ecuador. It has also expanded to 
Asia and Europe. 


TACO Bell restaurant general manager Herman Villalobos, Bb. Pilipinas Universe 2004 
Maricar Balagtas, Taco Bell area coach Sol Valdez, Mexican Ambassador Enrique Hubbard 
Urrea, Araneta Group chair Jorge Araneta, Yum Brand inc. managing director Art Rautio, 
and Bb. Pilipinas International Margaret Ann Bayot. 


Log’ on to these 
Christmas cakes 


TO MARK BreadTalk’s first 
Christmas in Manila, holiday 
items have been added to the 
usual lineup of favorites, 

"These include the Chocolate Yule Log, 
the White Yuletide and Nutty Merriment 
log cakes. The Chocolate Yule Log consists 
of multilayers of chocolate sponge, white 
chocolate mousse, vanilla sponge and 
chocolate mousse. 


For something lighter, White Yuletide isa 
fresh mango cream and vanilla sponge 
cake. The Nutty Merriment is a traditional 
log of chocolate decadent sponge, white 
hazelnut cream and hazelnut crunch. 

If intended for gifts, each cake has a spe- 
cial box with a Christmas tag. 

Aside from log cakes, two special Christ- 
mas breads are also available this month: 
the wreath-shaped Chrismas Donut and the 
snowman-shaped Frosty. Both are filled 

with candied fruits 
and glazed with 
white chocolate. 

BreadTalk is locat- 
ed at Glorietta 4 (tel. 
8182232), Rockwell 
Power Plant Mall 
(8968227). A new 
branch will open at 
the basement of 
Megamall. Place or- 
ders two days in ad- 
vance. 


BREADTALK's 
Christmas log cakes: 
The Chocolate Yule 
Log, The White. 
Yuletide, and Nutty 
Merriment 


SM'sLawrence 2 
CalingasamRep. X 
Hermilando d 
Mandanas, Pastor. 
Properties’ Antonio 
Pastor, and SM 
Supermarket SVP 

for Marketing 
Herbert Sy 


MACAPUNO 


candies 


BACOLOD'S 


NEW ARRIVALS 
Robinson's Metro 
Bacolod welcomed 
Shakey's new branch 
and itsnew mascot, 
the Pizza Man. 
Celebrating the event 
are (from left) Kitchie 
Benedicto, Bacolod 
City Mayor Bing 
Leonardiaand La 
Carlota (Negros 
Occidental) Mayor 
Jeffrey Ferrer and his 
wife, lawyer Juliet 
Ferrer. For those who 
prefer staying home, a 
Shakey's mealis justa. 
phone call away, 
5338000. 


You can watch dolphins 


or watch them for real. 


leai 


Д 
Соте see the real thing. 


Subic Boy eap Zono Tal (047) 252.9000 » Monta Soles & Туе Ofico: (72 433-4185 « Tickets at ol Теба ошын + www oceonodhorjurcom ph 
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CALIFORNIA grapes, bagel and coffee 
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Bunches of goodness ` 


HE STEADILY increasing focus on 

[ healthy living among today's smart-set 

gives quality-grown grapes a greater 
importance as а holiday staple. 

California Grapes, naturally sweet and en- 
joyable to eat, are natural healthy snacks with 
first-rate health benefits. They contain highly 
cardio-protective polyphenols that are dis- 
ease-fighting phytonutrients. Polyphenols are 
effective antioxidants that protect the heart 
and blood vessels against oxidative tissue 
damage. 

This is especially valuable during Christ- 
mas time when excessive eating and drinking 
are the order of the day. 

‘As the ‘name suggests, fresh California 
Grapes come from the ideal farming regions 
in the state of California, and we get our share 
froma third of the total production that is ex- 
ported. 

Grapes were first cultivated in the Cauca- 
sus region 6,000 years before the birth of 
Christ Sea-faring Phoenicians spread the 
grape-culture to Greece by 2,000 BC, from 
where it reached Europe and Africa. Quickly, 
Eastern Europe and Britain caught the grape- 
habit by way of its trade routes passing 
through Spain, Portugal and France. 

Interestingly, it was the spread of Catholi- 
cism that brought the grape, and viticulture 
asa whole, to California. Spanish Franciscans 
needed to cultivate the fruit to produce wine 
for use in Holy Mass. 

Ie is only appropriate that we now enjoy 
fresh California Grapes during Christmas, the 
happiest of Christian festivals. 

‘This year, enjoy fresh California grapes as 
the flavor of the season. They're extremely 
healthy and just plain. 

Grapes are delicious as ingredient in pas- 
tries, salads, desserts and entrees, or eaten 
whole and fresh without frills. They make a 
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FRESH California grapes are perfectas 
giveaways this Christmas, 


SPARKLING Grape and Berry Jells made up. 
of California seedless grapes and gelatin are 
healthy options for dessert at your Christmas 


combo makes for a great healthy snack. practical and fabulous gift this season. .- z buffet. 


P 


HOLIDAY Inn Galleria Manila offers freshly baked 
puto bumbong and bibingka, Christmas goodies 
and Holiday Chill drink the whole month of De- 
‘cember. Special buffet meals are prepared as well 
for the hotel's Christmas Eve dinner, Christmas 
Day lunch, New Years Eve dinner and New Year's 
Day lunch at Raphael Cafe-Restaurant. Also, 
drink all you can wine and beer while welcoming 
the New Year with a countdown party at Monet 
Bar-Lounge. Сай 6337111. 


‘THE HERITAGE Hotel's Restaurant Riviera offers 
Roast Prime Beet Ribs, Sugar Glaze Ham, Roast 
Rib Eye, Roast Rack of Lamb with Mint Sauce, 
Baked Beef Wellington, Chicken Marengo, Rasp- 
berry Fian Tart, Tiramisu and English Fruitcake 
Сай 8548888. 


MANILA Pavilion Hotel's Goodie Counter offers 
EDSA Shangri-La Manila presents mouthwatering feasts. Enjoya cakes, cookies, pralines, gingerbread and ham- 
buffet of Nishile’s Japanese specialties for dinner Dec. 24-25 and pers until Dec. 31. Bibingka, puto bumbong. gi 
31 and lunch on Christmas and New Year's Day. Paparazzi offers 9er or herbal tea are also available until Dec. 31 
set dinner of Italian dishes until Dec. 25 and then Jan. І. Feast the Lobby. At Cafe Coquilla, familles will enjoy the 
‘on Summer Palace's Cantonese lunch and dinner set menus for Christmas Eve dinner buffet on Dec. 24, 6-11 
10 persons Dec, 24-25 and 31, and Jan. |. Garden Cafe features 
bibingka and puto bumbong and breakfast buffet for those 
attending the Misa de Gallo. Call 6347373/6338888. 
á HYATT Regency Manila's Cafe Al Fresco presents а holiday spread of Roasted Baby 
Turkey with Cranberry Chutney, seafood station with Baked Atlantic Snapper, oysters, 
Steamed King Prawns, Flower Crabs and salmon on Dec. 24. A Christmas Day Brunch and 


‘THE WESTIN Philippine Plaza offers The Longest Buffet Dec. Lunch and Christmas Eve Buffet will also be held. Call 8331234. 


24-25 and 31. Feast on international specialties at Cafe Plaza, 
Alfiere and China Sea. Savor bibingka and puto bumbong at Cafe 
Plaza until Dec. 25. А set Christmas dinner of classic Italian fare 
awaits diners Dec. 24-25. Cantonese cuisine is featured at China 
Sea Restaürant Dec. 24-25 and 31, and Jan. 1. It’s a barbecue 
cookout on Dec. 31. Call 5515555. 


Double the delight 
this holiday season : 


p.m, Christmas Day brunch, Dec. 25,10:30a.m.- MAKATI Shangri-La’s Inagiku presents Grilled 
3 p.m. New Year's Eve buffet, Dec. 31, 6-11 p.m.; Hamachi Head Shioyaki, Hamachi Teriyaki, Buri 
and New Year's Day brunch, Jan. 1, 10:30a.m.-3  Daikon and Hamachi Sashimi. 

p.m. Call 5261212. Call 8138888. 


Add a super gift box to your party fare 


SUPER Bowl of China offers the should be placed at least two days p> = 
Super Gift Box containing a 2.75- in advance. 
3 kilos whole suckling pig com- „Super Bowl of China branches 
plete with hoisin sauce or a 1.75- are at the Megastrip of SM Mega- 
DOUBLE your guests’ enjoyment [P97 kilos whole roast duck with plum mall; Jupiter Street in Bel-Air, 
this holiday season with Garde- sauce, Makati City; Glorietta 4 in Ayala 
ша Double Delights. ‘The suckling pig or roast duck, Center; Chefs Avenue in Festival 
‘The latest innovation in bread two of the most popular dishes Mall, Alabang; 2nd level, SM 
combines two distinet flavors in from Super Bowl of China, issure Сну North Edsa; Eastwood City 
опе loaf. The Ubelicious and to be a welcome addition to any Walk 2 in Libis; and ground floor, 
Cheesy twirl combination fea- Christmas party, reunions, home- SM Fairview. Ssoon to open is Su- 
tures the tastes of ube and cheese. coming and special family meals. рег Bowl of China in Greenhills, 
Chocolate lovers can opt for Call Super Bowl of China at San Juan. 
Choco Ripple and Mocha Marble 7472845 ог 7472048. Order Visit wwwsuperbowl.com.ph. 


Special blends for holiday drinks: 


mocha, 

Gardenia uses only the freshest 
ingredients for its breads. It is the 
only bread maker to receive the 
Superbrands status in the Philip- 


pines this year. 
In 2003, the company re- 
ceived the ISO (International 
Organization for Standardiza- 
tion) 9001:2000 and HACCP 
(Hazard Analysis and Critical 
Control Points) Certifications 
150 certification attests to 
quality of entire production 
process and products, while 
the НАССР accreditation as- 
sures consumers that Gardenia 
breads are safe to eat and pro- 
duced ina hygienic, and chem- 
ical- and pest-free environ- DOUBLE Delight combines two 
ment. istinct flavors in one loaf. 


STARBUCKS holiday beverages are back fora 
limited time, 

‘Traditional Starbucks holiday beverages 
include rich, creamy Toffee Nut Latte and Tof- 
fee Nut Frappuccino; and Peppermint Mocha 
and Peppermint Mocha Frappuecino, choco- 
late with a kiss of mint. 

‘Toffee Nut Latte is made of smooth espres- 
so, creamy steamed milk, highlighted with 
toffee nut syrup and topped with whipped 
cream and toffee sprinkles. Those who like 
their beverage cold can opt for Toffee Nut 
Frappuccino, Starbucks coffee blended with 
ice and toffee nut syrup and topped with 
whipped cream, then finished with toffee 
sprinkles. р 


Customers can also have Iced Toffee Nut 
Latte—smooth espresso, fresh milk, toffee 
пш syrup then topped with whipped cream 
and toffee sprinkles. 

Starbucks Peppermint Mocha is made of 
smooth espresso, sieamed milk, rich choco- 
late, and peppermint syrup and topped with 
whipped cream and red sugar sprinkles. 

‘The Peppermint Mocha  Frappuccino 
blends Starbucks coffee with ice, mocha 
syrup, peppermint syrup, topped with 
whipped cream and red sugar sprinkles. 

Non-coffee drinkers can go for Starbucks’ 
Peppermint Hot Chocolate. it can go well with 
traditional Filipino holiday fare like bibingka 
and puto bumbong. 


MS 


P 
THE PERFECT reward after a day of holiday 
shopping, Iced Peppermint Mocha isa 
refreshing blend of Starbucks’ special 
espresso, topped with whipped cream and 
red sugar sprinkles, 
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By Marinel R. Cruz 


“WE'RE hoping for a box-office hit," said di- 
rector Tony Reyes of "Enteng Kabisote,” his 
movie in the Metro Manila Film Festival 
“We're also eyeing to take home some of the 
awards for production design and special ef- 
fects, as well as for the best float." 

But actor-producer Vie Sotto is more realis- 
tic than optimistic. “I don't think this would 
earn as much as ‘Lastikman’ did in 2002 be- 
cause 1 will be competing with seven other 
films," he said. 

"We've done everything we could to Lastik- 
тап,” said the comedian and television host, 
who first brought the Mars Ravelo character 
“Lastikman” to the big screen in 2002. “I don't 
see how we could make its Part Two any bet- 
ter. Now we want people to see something dif- 
ferent.” 

OctoArts Films and Vis own production 
‘outfit, M-Zet Films, had wanted to doa sequel 
to "Lastikman," the 2002 Metro Manila Film 
Festival top-grosser, but negotiations with 
Ravelo's family broke down. The Ravelos had 
asked for P2 million and co-ownership of the 
movie's radio, TV and cable rights, OctoArts 
president Orly Пасай said in a previous inter- 
view. 

"The price was astronomical and unreason- 
able," Пасай had said. "We merely adapted 
the name of the character but the story is 
ours.” 

Because OctoArts failed to win the right to 
produce the sequel, it changed its entry in the 
2003 MMFF to "Fantastikman," 

For this year’s festival, Viva Films is produc- 
ing “Lastikman” instead. 

But Vie said, "Ayaw па namin ng super- 
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STAR-PRODUCER Vic Sotto with Kristine 
Hermosa аз his wife Faye Kabisote 


heroes. We still wanted to do a family movi 
While we were brainstorming, | suggested 
that we do a remake of ‘Okay Ka Fairy Ko' in- 
stead. They liked the idea so we started work- 
ing on the movie last February.” 

He was referring to Tony Reyes’ fantasy, 
“Enteng Kabisote: Okay Ka Fairy Ko ... The 
Legend,” one of the eight official entries in the 
Metro Manila Film Festival. 


Ahead ofits time 

"Okay Ka Fairy Ko" was on TV for 10 years 
and was made into a movie in 1990, when it 
became that year's top-grosser. A sequel was 
shown in 1992. 

“Today, 13 years later, we are bringing it 
back,” said Vic 

OctoArts spent some P35 million to make 


“Enteng Kabisote: Okay Ka Fairy Ko ... The 
Legend,” according to Vic. P7 million of the 
budget was spent on special effects alone, he 
added. 

"That's what ‘Okay Ка’ was known for,” he 
pointed out. “The show had been using spe- 
cial effects even before special effects became 
a regular thing on TV" 

Playing Faye Kabisote, Enteng's wife, is 
Kristine Hermosa. G Toengi takes over the 
role of Ina Magenta, a character that the late 
actress Charito Solis popularized in the late 
1980s. 

“We couldn't think of anyone who could re- 
place Charito Solis, so pinabata namin si Ina 
Magenta," Vic explained. "We made her go to 
a plastic surgeon in Enkantasya. 

"We made the right decision when we 
picked б. She created her own Ina Magenta 
and she was very convincing," he added. 
Realistic 

"Everyone did their best, so did 1,” said G 
Toengi. 

Also in the cast playing are Aiza Seguerra 
and Oyo Boy Sorto as the Kabisote children, 
Bing Loyzaga as Satana, Michael V as Itim, 
Nadine Samonte as Tanny, Jeffrey Quizon as 
Romero, January Isaac as Malikmata and Ru- 
by Rodriguez as Am 

The eight entries will be shown simultane- 
ously from Dec. 25 to Jan. 9. The awards 
night will be on Dec. 29 at the Aliw Theater in 
Pasay City. 

“But we worked really hard to make this 
film,” Vic stressed. “I hope it would at least 
help uplift the local movie industry. This is not 
your usual movie with special effects. Super- 
linis ito” 


Editor Louie C. Camino 
Assistant Editor Emmie G. Velardà: 


WITH С Toengi as Ina Magenta, who is made to go to a cosmetic. 
surgeon to justify her youthful looks 


remains very active in movies 


val-Philippines (MMFE-P) 


ang Mangarap.” 
In “Mano Po 1,” Eddie was fa- 


VERY few stars reach the leg- times humorous. His love for his 
endary status that actor and di- daughter is steadfast, from the 
rector Eddie Garcia has beginning when Lilia is given to 
achieved. him and especially during the 

Eddie started in show busi- moment when Lilia is faced with 
ness around the 1950s and still a great personal crisis. 

On- and off-camera, Eddie is 
and television today. He will be known as a very disciplined 
seen on the big screen again in man. He always makes ita point 
"Mano Po 3, My Love,” МАО to wake up early, for instance. 
Productions’ official entry in the When the staff of MAQ Produc- 
2004 Metro Manila Film Festi- tions was making the room as- 
signments for the "Mano Po 3” 
“Mano Po 3" reunites him cast during their Beijing trip, 
with Vilma Santos and Christo- Eddie was appointed the room- 
pher de Leon, both of whom he mate of self-confessed sleepy- 
directed in the 1989 film fest head Jay Manalo. The ploy 
movie, “Imortal,” as well as in worked: Jay made sure he was 
“Sinasamba Kita” and “Paano ba prompt forall the early-morning 
wake-up calls. 

“Mano Po 3, My Love” stars 
ther to the characters played by Boots Anson-Roa, Sheryl Cruz, 
Maricel Soriano, Kris Aquino, Patrick Garcia, Angelica Pan- 
Ara Mina and others. His por- запал, Angel Locsin, Carlo 
trayal of a Filipino-Chinese pa- Aquino, John Prats, Karylle and 
triarch earned for him а Best Ac- Dennis Trillo. It is supported by 
tor award from the MMFF in Globe Telecom, Philam Life In- 
2002. surance, Dunkin Donuts, Dream 

In"ManoPo3,Mylove"Ed Cable, Love Radio, Yes! FM 
die plays Xiao Shou, also called 101.1, Kissa, I-Manila and Mer- 


The legendary Eddie Garcia is back in ‘Mano Po’ 


Melencio Chiong, the foster fa- cury Drug. 
ther of Lilia (Vilma Santos). Me- 
lencio is calm, strong, some- 


THE GREAT Garcia (right, back row) is joined by co-stars (counterclockwise, from his right), his Beijing roommate Jay Manalo, Christopher 
It opens in theaters on Dec. de Leon, Boots Anson-Roa, Carlo Aquino, Patrick Garcia, Angelica Panganiban, Angel Locsin, producer Mother Lily Monteverde, Karylle, 
+ Dennis Trillo, Sheryl Cruz, Vilma Santos and John Prats (partly hidden). 


i The horror, the horror! 


* 


CHRISTMAS always brings two kinds of chills 
in the Philippines: the balmy weather that 
makes people bundle up in layers of clothing, 
and the horror movies that are a staple in the 
yearend Metro Manila Film Festival. 

The festival, which opens on Christmas 
Day, is never complete without a horror film. 
‘This Christmas, one of them is "Sigaw." 

Line-produced by Regal Entertainment 
for Megavision Films, “Sigaw” stars Richard 
Gutierrez and Angel Locsin, Iza Calzado, 
James Blanco, Ella Guevara and Jomari Yl- 
lana in a tale about the residents of a creepy. 
apartment building in downtown Manila. 

“Sigaw,” written by Roy Iglesias and direct- 
ей by Yam Laranas, boasts of impressive per- 
formances by an ensemble cast, meticulous 
production design, a Dolby Digital 5.1 sound- 
track, as well аз а story full of shocking revela- 
tions and twists. 

The new horror movie is yet another 
thriller from Mother Lily Monteverde, who al- 
зо produced the “Shake, Rattle and Roll” se- 
ries and “Bahay ni Lola” which were among 
the biggest hits in past Metro Manila film fes- 
буа. 

“Bahay ni Lola” was а surprise hic in the 
2001 film fest. The modestly-budgeted movie 
which starred Aiza Seguerra, Gina Alajar and 


Gloria Romero beat much bigger productions 
such as "Yamashita, The Tiger's Treasure" and 
“Bagong Buwan.” 

Prior to the boom in Asian horror movies 
which started this year, Filipino filmmakers 
had been making horror movies especially in- 
tended forthe MMFF. 

“I watched them when 1 was a little girl," 
says Iza, referring to the “Shake, Rattle and 
Roll” movies. “After watching them, nag-iba 
па ang tingin ko sa aparador namin, sa family 
computer! 1 got chills up my spine!” 

“Sigaw” is said to be scarier, partly because 
of the main location itself, an eerie, aban- 
doned theater building in the heart of Manila, 

Says director Laranas, "My hair really stood 
on end whenever 1 went in through the sec- 
ond floor. 1 would walk fast! It was the darkest 
рап of the building and 1 felt like someone, 
was always watching me even when there 
was no one else there.” 

So why do Filipinos love to be scared dur- 
ing the holidays? Whatever the reason is, 
"Sigaw" will help satisfy this guilty ple: 
sure. i 

“Sigaw” opens on Dec. 25. It is supported: 
by Globe Telecom, Yes! FM 101.1, Love Radio, 
Mercury Drug and 1-Мапћа. Log on to the 
film's website, www.regal-sigaw.com, 
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leo wall) performs with the UST Symphony Band, Koro Tomasino and UST 
Liturgikon. 
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facet ee eee facet л E pr UT THE ACCLAIMED grand Christmas from the UST Conservatory of Mu- Faculty Ensemble and famous sopra- 


Sora буер boy vio рше оч дерт Ө ed concert of the University of Santo sic. no Rachelle Gerodias. 
апанента ааа) Tomas, dubbed “Himig PaskoSaUST! Тһе concert featured blissful rendi- There were also performances by 
(Gift of the Thomasians),” will be tions by the UST Grade School Choir, the Salinggawi Dance Group, 
aired as a Christmas special on Coro Tomasino, Liturgikon Vocal champion of the UAAP cheer-dance 
‘$M Marita» Worth Edsa Медала» БИ Молда North Esa Megamall М Maniis « North Edsa * Megamall + Friday, Dec. 23, at 4:30 to 6 Ensemble, and the world- contest, as well as special pérfor- 
‘ta Mesa" болтай, Вип" боси Sta. Mesa Southmall Tutuban а. Mesa+Southmall-Tutuban | р.т. оп ABCS. renowned UST Singers, mances by acclaimed composer Fr. 
The concert, mounted SHOW Heartwarming musical Manuel Maramba, O.S.B. and high- 
last Dec. 5 at the UST Chapel Ti pieces were also performed by ly praised pianist Dr. Raul Sunico, 
(Santissimo Rosario parish IME the UST Symphony Orchestra, who is also dean of the UST Conser- 
rch), has been praised by UST Guitar Ensemble, and vatory. 
s, audiences and UST Brass Band, and jazz Тһе concert took place amid the 
diplomats. It featured hun- pieces bythe UST Symphony Yuletide ambience of the huge but 
1 BRIDGET JONES 2 dreds of performers from all overthe Band. homely campus of the 393-year-old 
PODIUM Pontifical University, particularly Songs were sung by the UST Voice UST, Asia's oldest university. 
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ENTERTAINMENT meiro 


Grand Chinese Circus canceled 


'НЕ “Grand Chinese Circus” featur- 
* ing the internationally-acclaimed Fu- 

Jian Acrobatic Troupe show in Manila 
2 was canceled due to circumstances 
| beyond the control of the promoter. It 
` was supposed to run from Dec, 25 to. 


pose Arena (formerly Ultra). 


Roberta Flack to open music school 


NEW YORK— R&B singer Rober- 
ta Flack plans to transform two 
abandoned brownstones їп 
Harlem into a school of music to 
be opened next fall. It will have a 
permanent faculty of teachers, 
` classrooms, a jecording studio, 


an auditorium and cafe, 

Flack has already secured a $1- 
million investment from Carver 
Federal Savings Bank and is seek- 
ing an additional $2 million in 
donations and private invest- 
mens. 
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28 at the Philippine Sports Multipur- 


Ticket holders сап get refunds at 
all Ticketnet (911-5555) and at Ti 
etworld (891-9999) outlets at тај 
National Bookstore branches, Robin- 


sons department stores in Ermita, Or- 
tigns, Pampanga and Cavite, Tower 
Records Makati and Alabang, Music 
Museum, Ayala Center ticket booths 
їп Greenbelt 1 and Glorietta 1 and all 
SM department stores. 
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LOS ANGELES—Tough guy actor 
Robert Blake was so obsessed 
with getting his infant daughter 
away from her con woman moth- 
er, Bonny Lee Bakley, that he mur- 
dered Bakley when he could not 
find someone else to КШ her, 
prosecutors said on Monday. 

But Blake's defense 
lawyer, Gerald 
Schwartzbach, coun- 
tered that there was no 
evidence that the 71- 
year-old former star of 
the “Baretta” television 
series shot his wife. 
Blake said the two chief witnesses 
against him were drug addicts 
who suffered hallucinations and 
cooperated with authorities to 
avoid prosecution themselves. 

In her opening statement, 
prosecutor Shellie Samuels paint- 


that he trie 


Suow 


STOPPER 


of seven 


an Italia 


ed Blake as a man who so hated 
and despised his 44-year-old wife 


child, and then, after the birth, 
embarked on schemes to have her 
arrested or killed. 
“This was not a marriage made 
in heaven,” Samuels said as she 
described how Blake solicited 


as Samuels described for the jury 


how Blake allegedly murdered 

his wife on May 4, 2001, as she. 

sat alone in a cat on a dark street. 
The couple had eaten dinner in 
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‘Baretta’ killed wife when he couldn’t hire a hit man, prosecutors say 


Samuels said patrons 
witnessed Blake look- 
ing agitated and high- 
ly nervous and even 
vomiting. 

Afer dinner, she 
said, Blake went to the 
car and shot Bakley 
twice in the head and 
tried to cover up the 
crime by pretendir 
he had returned to the 
restaurant to retrieve 


ied to have her abort his 


two stuntmen to kil 
Bakley and dispatehed 
his best friend to her 
home in Arkansas to 
plant drugs on her. 
The actor sat with a 
near-vacant expression 


men and five women fubbed his alibi 


n restaurant, where the prosecutor sai 


a gun he had left behind. 


Getting away with it 
But the prosecutor said Blake 


“What the defendant found out 
was that shooting somebody in 
real life was a whole lot more 
traumatic than in the movies,” 

“Не was not 


able to compose him- 
self. No one could re- 
call him going back to 
the restaurant.” 
Samuels said one 
witness, stuntman 
] Ronald Hambleton, 
would testify that 
Blake always put him- 
self near the scene of 
the crime in his plans 
for Bakleys death. 
When asked why 
Blake allegediy said he wasan ac- 
tor and could get away with it. 
Blake faces a charge of murder 
and two charges of solicitation of 
murder. He could receive up to 
life in prison if convicted. Prose- 
cutors are not seeking the death 
penalty. 
Schwenzbach told the jury 
that neither Hambleton nor fel- 
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low witness and stuntman Gary 
Mclarty were creditable since 
both had drug habits and а histo- 


ryof hallucinations. 


їп addition, Hambleton re- 
fused for seven months to cooper- 
ate with police and relented only 
when he saw a way to help him- 
self against drug charges. 

Schwartzbach said Hamble- 
ton once fantasized that there 
were 20 armed men in his 
house, and McLarty believed 
that police were tunneling un- 


derhis house. 


The lawyer added, “There is 
no way that Mr. Blake shot Bon- 
ny Lee Bakley. There's no direct 
evidence. But there's also no cir- 
cumstantial evidence that he 
shot Ms Bakley. There is no DNA 
evidence to link him to the 


crime.” 


Samuels said there was proof 
that Blake hated his wife so 
that he escalated his ac- 

tivities against her. First, she. 
said, he tried to snateh the ba- 

by. When that failed, he tried to : 
get Bakley arrested for violat- 

ing her parole on identify theft 

charges. 

When that scheme foundered, 
he tried the planted drugs, and 
then, when her teenage son sold. 
them, he tried to hire a hit man, 
Samuels said 

Worried about a fiasco similar 
to the OJ. Simpson 1995 murder 
trial, police spent over a year in- 
vestigating before charging 
Blake 

Blake has said publicly he be- 
lieved Bakley was murdered by 
опе of many men she had 
wronged inthe past. Reuters 


Grim Jim Carrey film good news at box office 


LOS ANGELES—Comedian Jim Carrey re- 
turned to the top of the North American box 
office with the grim children's movie "Lemo- 
ny Snicket's A Series of Unfortunate Events." 

But the tidings were not as happy on Sun- 
day for two other new releases, the Adam 
Sandler film “Spanglish” and Dennis Quaid's 
remake of “Flight of the Phoeni 

“Lemony Snicket” sold $30.2 million worth 
of tickets in the three days since opening оп 

Friday, according to estimates pro- 
vided by its distributor, Paramount 

Pictures, on Sunday. 
The figure was in line 

SHOW ате expectations, 

TIME but paled against the $68- 
million opening of Carrey’s 
last chart-topper, "Bruce 
Almighty" over the Memorial Day holiday 
weekend in May 2003. 

Last weekends champion, the all-star 
crime caper "Ocean's Twelve" (Warner Bros.), 
slipped to No. 2 with estimated sales of $18.3 
million. After 10 days, it has earned $68.7 
million vs. $72.3 million at the same time for 
its 2001 predecessor "Ocean's 11." 

"Spanglish" (Columbia) opened at No. 3 
with about $9 million, about half of what in- 
dustry observers had been expecting. 


‘Flight’ crashes 

The animated family film “The Polar Ex- 
press" (Warner Bros.) held steady at No. 4 for 
а third weekend with $8.6 million. The sur- 
prise hit of the holidays, the film has now 
eamed $123.6 million after a slow start. 

Wesley Snipes’ superhero adaptation 
“Blade: Trinity" (New Line) fell three places 
to No. 5 with $6.6 million in its second week- 
end, a drop of 59 percent. Its total rose to 
$35.4 million. Both studios are owned by 


“LEMONY SNICKET” with the orphans Klaus (Liam Aiken), Violet (Emily Browning), and 


‘Sunny (Kara Hoffman) 


Time Warner Inc. 

"Flight of the Phoenix" (Fox), meanwhile, 
crashed at No. 8 with $5.2 million. 

In the limited-release world, two awards 
contenders began their campaigns strongly 
Director Martin Scorsese's "The Aviator" (Mi- 
татах), starring Leonardo DiCaprio as eccen- 
tric billionaire Howard Hughes, grossed 
about $831,000 from 40 theaters. 

Actor/director Clint Eastwood's “Million 
Dollar Baby" (Warner Bros.) starring Hilary 
Swank as a plucky boxer, scored almost 
$178,000 from eight theaters in its first 
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George and the Dragon 


Harold and Kumar 


Movies are subject to change without prior notice. 
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PERFORMING ARTS 


SAN, MIGUEL 


BUTILHAKMONW ORCHESTRA 


3pm Activity Center «5pm & 7pm Central Plaza 
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MASTER CHORALE [Spm Act 


The San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra - 
& The San Miguel Master Chorale 


3pm Activity Center «5pm & 7pm Central Plaza 


December 20, 2004, 7:00 PM 


with Ryan Cayabyab 

MERRY! MERRY! CAROLING 
December 21, 2004 

Children's Joy Foundation 


December 22, 2004 
Kaibigan Vocal Ensemble 


December 23, 2004 
Philippine Symphonic Band 
ivity Center «Spm & 7pm Central Plaza 
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round. Miramax Films is a unit of Walt Disney 
со. 

Overall sales fell from the year-ago period 
but were essentially unchanged from last 
weekend, according to tracking firm Ex- 
hibitor Relations. The top 12 movies grossed 
about $100.3 million, down 25 percent from 
last year, when "The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King" opened at No. 1. 


Around for a while 

“Lemony Snicket,” a dark adventure based 
‘on the first three books of the popular chil- 
dren's series by Daniel Handler, stars Carrey 
as the evil Count Olaf, who must care for 
three young orphans. The film, budgered at 
about $140 million, was directed by Brad Sil- 
berling (“City of Angels?) 

As with recent animated hit "The Sponge- 
Bob SquarePants Movie,” it was developed by 
Nickelodeon Movies, ће film arm of the Nic 
elodeon kids cable channel which, like 
Paramount, is owned by Viacom Inc. 


PAZ Vega and Adam Sandler. 


JIM CARREY as the 
evil Count Olaf 


“Spanglish,” from writer/director James L. 
Brooks (‘As Good As It Gets") stars Sandler, 
Теа Leoni, Cloris Leachman and Spanish ac- 
tress Paz Vega in a domestic comedy-drama, 
fueled by marital tension. It was budgeted: 
near $80 million. 

Industry observers had expected ап open- 
ing in the mid- to high-teen millions, although 
Columbia's forecast was in the $8 million-$12. 
million range, said Rory Bruer, the Sony 
Corp-owned studio's president of domestic 
theatrical distribution. Не predicted the 
movie would "be around for quite a while," as 
is often the case with Brooks’ films. 

“Flight of the Phoenix,” a remake of the: 
1965 Jimmy Stewart film, stars Dennis Quaid: 
as the captain of a transport plane that has 
crashed in the Gobi Desert. The film, budget- 
ed in the mid-540 million range, was directed, 
by John Moore ("Behind Enemy Lines"). 

Industry expectations were modest, but 
Fox had hoped for an opening above $6 mil- 
lion, said Bruce Snyder, president of domestic: 
theatrical distribution at the News Corp. 
‘owned studio. “It’s much too early to be disa 
pointed," Snyder added. Reuters 


LOS ANGELES—US filmmaker Sid- 
ney Lumet, who directed the 1970s 
classics "Dog Day Afternoon" and 
“Network,” is to receive an hon- 
orary Oscar at next year's Academy 
Awards, organizers said last week. 

The special Oscar will be the first 
that the legendary director, who is 
now 80, has been awarded in a re- 
markable career that has spanned 
more than 50 years and almost as 
many movies. 

The honorary golden statuene 
will be presented to Lumet at the 
77% annual Academy Awards on 
Feb. 27 in recognition of his “bril- 
liant services to screenwriters, per- 
formers and the art of the motion 
picture." 

“Lumet is one of the most impor- 
tant film directors in the history of 
American cinema," said Frank Pier- 
son, president of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
which organizes the Oscars. 

“His work has left an indelible 
mark on both audiences and the his- 
tory of film itself” Pierson said. "tt 
was а great personal pleasure and 
professional honor to call Sidney to 
tell him he'd won his profession's 
highest honor" 

‘Lumet has been nominated for 
five Oscars for best director and one 
for best adapted screenplay during 


home, 


1950s. 


Classics filmmaker, 80, 
to receive his very first Oscar 


LUMET. “Dog Day Afternoon," 
“12 Angry Меп" 


his long career, but has never taken 
one of cinema's highest honors 


Lumet was born in Philadelphia 
in 1927 to an actor father and a 
dancer mother and made his stage 
acting debut at New York's Yiddish 
‘Art Theater at the age of 4, before 
turning to television directing in the 


He is best known for movies such 
‘as the 1975 crime thriller “Dog Day 
‘Alternoon,” starring Al Pacino as а 
bank robber in what has become.a 
signature role, and 1976's wrench- 


ing drama “Network," starring Peter 
Finch as a TV anchor who loses his 
mind on the air after being sacked. 

Lumet won back-to-back best di- 
rector Oscar nominations for the 
films, which marked the high point 
of his career. 

He made his feature film debut in 
1957 with the acclaimed movie "12. 
Angry Men,” which earned him an 
Oscar for directing ar the age of 33. 

He went on to pick up further Os- 
саг nods "The Verdict" with Paul 
Newman in 1982, as well as a nomi- 
nation for the adapted screenplay of 
“Prince of the City” in 1981. 

Lumet’s more than 40 films also 
include another Pacino hit, "Se 
со," (1973) "Running on Emp 
(1988), the "Wizard of Oz" remake 
"The Wiz" (1978) with Diana Ross 
and Michael Jackson and 19775 
drama "Equus." He also made "Mur- 

the Orient Express," (1974) 

afe," "The Pawnbroker" and a 

n of Eugene O'Neill's 

classic play, "Long Day's Journey in- 
to Night” in 1962. 

Last year's recipient of the presti- 
gious honorary Oscar, seen as the 
Academy's way of making up for 
past competitive awards oversights 
involving movie legends, was "Pink 
Panther" creator Blake Edwards. 

‘AFP 


